






BY Kieran adair
Good without God. That was the 
message Sydney Atheists delivered from 
the sides of their bright red britbus on 
Sunday. The group, after being told they 
were not allowed to pay for religious 
advertisements on the side of Sydney 
buses, hired their own, and drove it 
around the city decked out in Atheist 
slogans.

City Hub sat down with Sydney 
Atheist organisers – Andrew Lamond, 
and Fleur Dickinson – on their way 
to Kirribilli House to hand over a 
petition calling for removal of the school 
chaplaincy program.
So what is Sydney Atheists all about?
AL: If you look at the census of 2006 19 
per cent of people said they were of no 
religion, and a lot more said the religion 
they were born into not necessarily the 
religion they practiced. So Atheists are 
potentially 20 per cent of people, and 
we are underrepresented. We are here 
to become known as a sizable part of 
the population and by being known we 
want to change the way the Government 
thinks about its funding. They are 
taking too much notice of the church.
FD: I’m sick of my tax dollars being 
wasted on unnecessary religious things, 
I want my tax going to good things like 
medical research rather than religious 

organisations.
What is the School Chaplaincy 
program, and why do you want it 
stopped?
FD: It is a Government run program 
that’s using $400 million dollars of 
taxpayer money to put chaplains 
in state schools around Australia. 
These are religious people disguised 
as student support, and they are all 
untrained. If the Government wants to 
have this kind of system set up in the 
schools they should put more money 
into regular school councillors who 
are all trained professionals, and don’t 
have religious biases.

What can people do to support this 
kind of action? 
FD: In August there will be a census 
for Australia, we would like people 
to tick the box for no religion, if they 
don’t actually believe in any religion. 
Government spending is influenced by 
that result.

AL: We want to make sure our tax 
dollars end up going to the right places.
FD: Also remember if you write in ‘Jedi’ 
or ‘Pastafarian’, you won’t actually be 
counted, tick no religion.
Sydney Atheists hold regular monthly 
meeting, for more information visit 
http://www.sydneyatheists.org/
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Atheists vs the Easter BunnyErskineville towers to shadow the suburb
BY Millicent caffreY
On a bright autumn weekend, many 
people from the inner city and beyond 
can be spotted enjoying the green 
expanse that is Sydney Park. However, 
the spectacular view of the cityscape 
may soon be blocked out by sixty metre 
high concrete apartments.

In what Greens Councillor Irene 
Doutney has named “a big pimple of 
high rises”, developers Goodman Group 
plan to erect three 19 storey towers in 
the area between Ashmore Road and 
Mitchell Street, Erskineville. Goodman 
successfully convinced the former state 
government that the extra 10 storeys 
were necessary to the development, 
expanding the future population of the 
estate to over 5000 people.

Friends of Erskineville and long time 
inner city resident Brett Mason believes 
the construction will have a “wrecking 
ball” effect on the community.

“The apartments would be completely 
out of scale to anything around them. 
This puts an extra few thousand people 
into an area that does not have the 
infrastructure,” said Mr Mason. “The two 
closest stations are at Erskineville and 
St Peters, which service the same line. 
The trains are already at capacity and I 
don’t believe City Rail could increase the 
number of trains on those lines.”

It is feared this will lead to more cars 
in an area where intersections already 

bulge at capacity during peakhour.
Those living on Belmont Street 

and Mitchell Road will also suffer 
from severe overshadowing as the 
apartments will create a visual block, 
and what Mr Mason calls “a sense of 
disconnection” from the broader, village 
orientated Erskineville community.

“We need lower heights with proper 
street amenities,” said Mr Mason. “Not 
another strip of cafes, but other types of 
retail like a butchers, fruit and veg and 
supermarkets.”

Newly elected Premier Barry 
O’Farrell scrapped Part 3A of the 1979 
Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act in early April, which gave the 
Minister of Planning the power to rule 
over decisions by local communities.

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney 
hopes that this will stop the Ashmore 
Precinct development.

“This is a big community voice saying 
no, I would hope the new government 
listens to it.”

“Its just crazy,” said Councillor 
Doutney. “The company went straight 
to the Minister for Planning in June 
last year. It seems the previous state 
government approved anything and the 
closer it got to the election, the bigger 
the complexes. We’re trying so hard to 
make the city a liveable place. We should 
make use of these regeneration sites, 
but it must be the support of locals.”

Sydney Atheists take their good news to the streets. 
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Another black death in custody whitewash
BY KIERAN ADAIR
Last year the City Hub reported 
on the case of Veronnica Baxter, 
a transsexual Aboriginal woman 
who died in police custody aged 
33.
In March 2009, Veronnica was 
arrested on drug charges, sent to 
Silverwater Detention Centre - a 
goal for men, despite identifying 
as a woman – and was allegedly 
found hanging in her cell six days 
later.

Her family, friends and 
supporters waited more than two 
years for a Coroner’s inquest into 
her death to take place.

This month, an inquest that 
lasted three and a half hours 
didn’t explain the mysterious 
circumstances of Veronnica’s 
death. The media was barred 
from reporting the inquest for a 
week following handing down of 
the findings.

“It was the quickest inquest 
I have seen in over 20 years,” 
says Ray Jackson, head of 
the Indigenous Social Justice 
Association.

The circumstances of 
Veronnica’s death are disputed, 
with friends speculating that 
she fell victim to racism, or 

homophobia within the prison 
system. While others claim it was 
another case of criminal neglect 
in the prison system leading to 
another black death.

Last year the City Hub 
questioned the official version 
of events, after a leaked email 
claimed that Veronnica’s fingers 
were broken at her time of 
death, making her incapable of 
hanging herself. None of this was 
addressed during the inquiry.

“It was a total whitewash, with 
the backing of the Aboriginal 
Legal Service... [who] just went 
along with whatever the corrective 
services barrister put to Magistrate 
MacMahon and that’s all there 
was to it.”

Mr Jackson, and other 
campaigners are critical of the 
ALS over their handling of the 
case. They say the group failed to 
adequately hold the Department 
of Corrective Services to account 
over the course of the inquest, and 
left major questions unanswered.

“Were her fingers broken? 
Was she in a male gaol against 
her will? Was she on hormone 
treatment? Did she know about 
NSW transgender policy? 
Was she murdered? These are 

questions we wanted answers 
to,” says Rachel Evans, CAAH 
spokesperson and Justice for 
Veronnica campaigner.

“We are not convinced... the 
inquest was not at all thorough 
and the evidence presented was 
very minimal and contradictory.”

Throughout the inquest crucial 
evidence was not brought forth, 
raising eyebrows, and calls of 
foul-play. One aspect that failed to 
be properly addressed concerned 
Veronnica’s mental state.

To prevent self-harm in the 
prisons, inmates are frequently 
screened for suicidal tendencies. 
Between the period of her arrest, 
and her death, Veronnica was 
assessed twice and deemed 
not to be a at risk. The second 
assessment took place just hours 

before her death, however the 
assessor, Donna Williams, was not 
present for questioning during the 
inquiry.

“Donna Williams, the 
transgender program [officer] 
at Silverwater gaol, assessed 
Veronnica on March the 15th,” 
continues Ms Evans. “We want to 
know what conversations she had 
with Veronnica Baxter.”

During the inquiry it was 
revealed that on the night leading 
to her death, Veronnica made four 
calls to prison staff though her cell 
intercom. However the content of 
these calls was not brought forth 
during the inquest, and neither 
were the prison officers who 
received them, or prisoners from 
surrounding cells.

“If those four calls were for help 
why weren’t they answered? And 
if they weren’t... how can anyone 
possibly presume she was suicidal 
if she was making little chatty calls 
from her cell?” says says Norrie 
May-Welby, a close friend of 
Veronnica’s.

Since the inquest Ray Jackson, 
has been given authority by 
Veronnica’s family to act on their 
behalf, and is calling for the NSW 
Coroner to re-open the case.

BY RogER HANNEY
A candlelight vigil will be held 
outside the Sydney Opera House 
starting at 6pm on Tuesday April 26,  
to commemorate the anniversary of 
the Chernobyl disaster and to show 
support for Japan’s suffering in 
the face of the ongoing Fukushima 
nuclear disaster.

The evening is supported by a 
number of groups - Japanese for 
Peace, Australian Conservation 
Foundation, the Australian Student 
Environment Network, Unions NSW, 
and the Medical Association for the 
Prevention of War, among others.

Julie Macken, spokesperson for 
Greenpeace, says that, “This is an 
opportunity for the people of Sydney 
to come out and show their support 
for the people of Fukushima and 
Chernobyl. We want to let them 
know their suffering is not forgotten 
and that our hearts are with them 
as they try to restore their lives and 
their communities.”

Even now, cancer specialists 
from four Japanese hospitals 
are arguing in an open letter the 
notable British medical journal, The 
Lancet, that the Japanese nuclear 
industry is resisting calls to store 
the Fukushima workers’ stem cells. 
With the process of shutting down 
the reactors at Fukushima expected 

to take years, the risk of workers 
being exposed to dangerous or 
lethal doses of radiation is set to 
grow.

Such stem cells would become 
crucial in any future treatment of 
workers suffering tumours or other 
radiation-linked abnormalities. But 
the doctors have openly pointed the 
finger - arguing that the nuclear 
industry has refused to store the 
workers’ cells for fear of harm to its 
reputation.

Discussing the nuclear lobby’s 
push to rebrand nuclear as the eco-
friendly solution to global warming, 
Greenpeace’s Macken responds 
that “it is offensive that the nuclear 
industry and those who profit from 
this devastating source of power 
should attempt to paint it as safe, 
green, or as any kind ofsolution to 
climate change.”

On the issue of timing, especially 
when the disaster in Fukushima 
is still unfolding, and apparently 
worsening still, Macken recognizes 
the role of devil’s advocate. “After 
paying such a terrible price for this 
industry,” she says, “the people of 
Chernobyl and Fukushima deserve 
the truth and deserve to have 
their story told. The nuclear lobby 
call this opportunistic - we call it 
speaking truth to power.”

Lighting a candle for Fukushima

Veronnica 
Baxter







 



To the living we owe respect but to the 
dead, we owe only the truth. 
Voltaire
It was one of those jobs that 
brings an old PI down. A 
woman very old before her time 
came to see me. Could I find her 
grandson? Just out of juvenile 
detention, he’d disappeared. His 
mum had disappeared. Junkie. 
His dad was in gaol. He’d beaten 
the kid and his wife.

They came from a long line 
of people left behind by society. 
Shitty rented homes. Low-wage 
temporary jobs. The dole. 
Drugs. The kid didn’t have 
a chance. Trouble at school. 
Illiteracy. Foster care. Diagnosed 
pyschological disorder. Trouble 
with the law. Break-and-enter. 
Juvenile detention.

I made a few calls to an old 
contact in the welfare sector; 
followed a hunch; found the 
kid in Darlinghurst; coaxed 
him back to his grandmum. 
I asked her for a pittance and 
then slipped the notes under a 
magazine on the hall table as I 
left. There was bugger-all chance 
of a good outcome there. Not 
with Julia Gillard talking tough 

love at the Sydney Institute.
I trudged back to the Brushtail 

Café and sat outside in the lane, 
warming my fur, with a cider 
and the Sydney Morning Herald, 
and my eye fell on an obit for 
Macquarie banker, David Clarke, 
who’d died of cancer, aged 69.

Laid out in a well-laundered 
piece by Stuart Washington 
was a shimmering vision of 
a different sort of life. An 
upbringing on the North 
Shore. Knox Grammar. Sydney 
University. Economics. Rugby. 
Stockbroking. A founder of the 
Millionaire Factory. Chairman 
of the Australian Rugby Union. 
Order of Australia. Owner 
of a stunning winery. Award-
winning restaurant. US-style 
philanthropy. Executive 
Chairman of Macquarie.

“In frequently controversial 
annual meetings in the 2000s, 
Clarke was a gentlemanly 
standard bearer for Macquarie’s 
foray into infrastructure funds”, 
Washington warbled after 
lingering over Clarke’s role as 
a philanthropist - a sponsor of 
the arts and a campaigner for 
the Salvation Army who saw 

“giving back to the community 
as a duty”. Yeah. A bit of work 
for charity and the arts. The 
age-old robber baron strategy 
for exculpating a life of rampant 
greed and, indeed, war against 
democracy.

But I remember Clarke as he 
should be remembered. Back 
around 1998 I did some work 
for a three dollar company, 
called Truth About Motorways 
Pty Ltd, set up by some 
community activists.

Macquarie’s wholly-
owned subsidiary, Macquarie 
Infrastructure Investment 
Management Ltd, the promoters 
of the Eastern Distributor 
Motorway, were telling a pack 

of obvious lies to justify the road 
and gull investors into pouring 
in money.

I did some snooping and found 
a few documents the Roads and 
Traffic Authority hadn’t hidden 
quite well enough and my clients 
took Macquarie to the Federal 
Court, alleging misleading and 
deceptive conduct.

The Millionaire Factory was 
angry. They were owed respect. 
If they said their road would 
get 60,000 toll-paying vehicles 
a day by 2011, they should be 
believed, dammit.

The moment it looked like my 
clients had bulldozed all the legal 
roadblocks Macquarie could 
throw in their path, the bank’s 
legal team applied to shift the 
whole thing to the High Court. 
My clients were stunned. Here 
they were trying to get the court 
to hear some evidence about 
Macquarie’s bodgy motorway 
traffic predictions and the next 
thing, they’re forced before 
the highest court in the land 
to defend the constitutional 
validity of the proposition that 
Parliament had a right to pass 
a law saying any person had a 

right to “bring a matter before 
the court”.

That “open standing” clause 
- which was by then found 
in a few bits of legislation - is 
a whistleblower provision. It 
means that if you see something 
you think is unlawful going 
on, you don’t need to have a 
direct material interest (like, in 
this case being a shareholder) 
to take the matter before the 
relevant court. And Macquarie 
were arguing that the elected 
representatives of the people 
didn’t have the right to give 
citizens that right. They hired 
a guy who was, by reputation, 
the finest constitutional barrister 
in the land to argue this anti-
democratic crap.

In the upshot, the High Court 
judges decided, seven nil, to 
throw Macquarie down the 
stairs. It’s not often that you 
see a bunch of eminent jurists, 
conservative and ‘activist’, united 
like that. Parliament, they felt, 
had a right to pass any law it 
liked. The high and mighty 
were just as powerless before 
that principle as the most addled 
street kid.

The big end of town’s 
attempt to constitutionally stifle 
whistleblowers was dead in the 
water. Well, their representative 
sniffed, they’d never expected 
to win anyway, which if true, is 
very, very, naughty, because you 
aren’t supposed to take a legal 
action without a genuine belief 
you can win.

Nobody did anything about 
that, and my clients’ case was 
put on indefinite hold when they 
couldn’t come up with about 
of a quarter of a million dollars 
surety against the possibility of 
their losing the original case. The 
public-private partnership pirates 
and the roads authorities went 
on inventing increasingly fanciful 
motorway traffic predictions with 
disastrous results. And not only 
that. Under Clarke, Macquarie 
pioneered the strategy of hiring 
influential ex-politicians for 
contacts and their expertise in 
‘facilitation’.

Corruption of the political 
process was Clarke’s enduring 
legacy, and a bit of charity work 
won’t wash it clean.
More Nick Possuwm at  
brushtail.com.au
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Bankster and winemaker hid behind philanthropy





by Milly Caffrey and 
lauren MaCkie
A reading by the Erotic Fan 
Fiction group at Surry Hills 
library lured many away 
from the Crown Street bars 
last Thursday night. As 9pm 
drew closer, an eager audience 
gathered to hear an hour long 
special LGBTI edition of the 
readings made famous at last 
year’s Sydney Writers Festival. 
The entire venue was filled, and 
people kept piling in until many 
were left standing.

But any discomfort was made 
worthwhile as four of Sydney’s 
most talented writers told tales 
filled with hilarity, wit and a 
tongue in cheek humour so 
infectious it tickled the most 
prudish listener. The theme of 
the night was “brief, light jokey 
and quick”, and was hosted 
by Brian Fuata, who spent the 
night with a multicoloured sheet 
over his head.

The crowd chortled as 
Frances Barrett told a story 
detailing a liaison between red 
heads Julia Gillard and Kerry 
O’Brien, a comical scenario that 
managed to send a message 
about sexual rights within the 
LGBTI community. There 
was also a piece speculating 
about the secret love affair 
between Dawn French and 
Jennifer Saunders, and the 
comedy continued with an 
entertaining account of “wogs, 
civil weddings, lollipops and 
unrequited gay desire”, read by 
Pete Polites.

However, the tale that may 
have stolen the show was one 
involving a collaboration of 
Mariah Carey and Beyonce 
Knowles, read by Kelly Dolan. 
It transformed the idea of 
rivalry between divas into 
a story of sexual longing as 
Carey eventually asks Beyonce 
to “eat her”.

The readings were part of 
the Adults Only autumn events 
at the inner city library which 
will be open until midnight on 
Thursday nights throughout 
April and May. In addition 
to the steamy Erotic Fan Fiction 
night, there will be a diverse 
program of talks, workshops 
and films. Sexpert Jacqueline 
Hellyer will instruct busy people 
how to sharpen their tools in 
the bedroom on May 12. Also 
highly anticipated is Law Week, 
beginning May 19, which will 
explore Australia’s history of 
literary censorship and allow 
readers the chance to borrow 
previously controversial books. 
Did you know a translation of 
the Karma Sutra was banned in 
Australia for sixty eight years?

For those after a fright, 
Surry Hills Library will host 
Ghost Stories on April 21, which 
promises an evening of literary 
terror.

by SHari neMenTZik
A drop in the quality of 
ecstasy has prompted NSW 
partygoers to switch to LSD.

A survey by the National 
Drug and Alcohol Research 
Centre shows nearly half 
of the regular ecstasy users 
questioned in NSW have 
used LSD in the past year.

Drug Squad Commander 
Detective Superintendent 
Nick Bingham said, “It is 
possible the current low cost 
and high quality of LSD 
combined with the current 
low purity of MDMA may 
be drawing users to this 
commodity in NSW.”

Community Program 
Manager of the NSW Users 
& AIDS Association (NUAA) 
Sione Crawford said it wasn’t 
surprising that when people 
are faced with unregulated 

or unsafe MDMA, they 
may move to another drug 
they perceive to be of better 
quality.

“Prohibition inevitably 
leads to the production of 
unsafe, unregulated drugs,” 
Sione said.

A 21 year-old Sydney 
dealer told the City Hub that 
LSD is easily obtained and is 
gaining popularity amongst 
university students.

“The attraction to LSD is 
that it can’t be easily detected, 
so it’s easy to carry into 
festivals and it’s also cheaper 
than ecstasy,” he said.

A tab of LSD costs up 
to $15, making it more 
affordable than the popular 
ecstasy pills that can cost up 
to $35. But the anonymous 
source says he also takes LSD 
because of the unique “fun 

factor” of the hallucinogen.
Superintendent Bingham 

explained this attraction to 
the drug. “LSD is a strong 
psychedelic drug that can 
enhance colour and patterns 
and can create bizarre 
hallucinations,” Bingham 
said.

“Someone takes it to get 
right off their head to see hot 
pink elephants flying around 
or purple aliens flying in a 
helicopter.”

The NSW Bureau of 
Crime Statistics and Research 
says charges involving LSD 
and other hallucinogens have 
risen by 28 per cent since 
October 2005.

“But the rate of detection 
[for LSD] is still very low in 
comparison to other illicit 
drug types,” Superintendent 
Bingham said.

Surry Hills library hosts adults only nights

Acid makes a comeback as MDMA 
quality drops

Audience members share a chuckle at adults only night.
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