






BY Nicholas JordaN
John Fleming spent his Sunday 
afternoon huddled under a 
George Street awning listening 
to a conveyor belt of buses and 
a torrent of winter rain.

He spent that night sleeping 
somewhere nearby with the 
same noises echoing around 
him.

John Fleming is part of 
Sydney’s homeless population 
suffering from a lack of 
government services.

A recent report from the 
Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare shows that 58% of 
people looking for government-
funded shelters are turned away.

John is makes up a part 
of that statistic; he has been 
homeless for five years 
but hasn’t been able to get 
government housing.

Trish Bramble, director of 
the Homeless inner city drift 
program, said this problem is 
rampant in Sydney because the 
supply of homeless services 
can’t meet the demand.

“Historically the services are 
in Sydney so you have a lot of 

people coming into the city.”
Andrew Everingham, 

Director of Sydney Homeless 
Connect said it’s because  
homeless services are sparse 
and dislocated in regional 
areas. But Sydney has the 
department of housing, 
Centrelink and charities 
like The Station all within a 
manageable distance of each 
other.

Sydney Homeless Connect, 
an event which provides 
homeless services on mass, 
was held last week and Mr 
Everingham said homeless 
individuals and families came 
from as far away as Bowral 
and the Nepean Coast.

“All the services are here in 
one place, it’s a one stop shop,” 
he said.

John came into the city for 
exactly this reason.

Even though he has applied 
for government housing 
several times in the last five 
years, he is still living on the 
street.

Ms Bramble said this is 
usually the case.

“Once they get in the city 
they stay in the city but there’s 
no affordable housing. 

“There should be more 
affordable housing but this is 
not realistic.”

John admitted one of the 
reasons he has been turned 
away from government housing 
is because of his struggle with 
‘self-discipline’.

The amount of red tape 
required to submit an 

application to the Department 
of Housing is hard to navigate 
for individuals like John who 
tussle with drug and alcohol 
problems.

John said many of the 
homeless people he knew 
suffered from similar problems 
and few of these people ever 
received government housing.

It’s a vicious cycle John 
explained, you need support to 
be self-disciplined but you need 

to be clean to get accepted for 
government housing.

“There are people who do 
succeed but they are very 
disciplined,” John said.

He continued to explain 
that people at the bottom of 
the rung can’t get a shoe in 
because of the requirements of 
the applications, it’s only the 
individuals who have support 
who can get through.

Chief Executive of Mission 
Australia Toby Hall said 
many of the individuals John 
is talking about don’t even 
contribute to AIHW’s 58%.

“We also need to recognise 
that these figures only tell part 
of the story. For every person 
fronting up at one of these 
government-funded services 
for help there’d be hundreds of 
others who chose not to - the 
‘hidden homeless’... Those 
people don’t get counted in 
this research.”

Ms Bramble from the inner 
city drift program said many 
of the people John was talking 
about come from out of town 
and have no one to turn to for 

support. 
“[It’s] no good placing 

people in motels unless they 
have support,” she said. 

“Yes they need 
accommodation but they also 
need support to get out of the 
homeless cycle.”

Ms Bramble said because 
the majority of homeless 
people don’t have any support 
it makes it harder for them to 
access homeless services like 
housing.

John said he is trying to 
apply for government housing 
but it’s difficult.

“I’m just alone”, he said.
The reality for individuals 

like John, who come into the 
CBD and for government 
housing and get turned away, 
is that the street is the only 
place to go.

With the raining spitting 
metres from his shoes and the 
roar of the city unrelenting, we 
asked John where he was going 
that night.

He couldn’t say.
“I’ll get it sorted out. I’ll see 

what happens”, he said.
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Lack of government support forces homeless on the street

One of Sydney’s many homeless receiving support last 
week, photo provided by Sydney Homeless Connect









By Jason Marshall 
A local chain of cafes has come 
under fire from protesters for 
supporting the Israeli Army.

Almost one hundred students 
descended upon a branch of the 
Max Brenner chocolate cafe in 
Parramatta on Thursday to protest 
its parent company’s support of the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine.

“We’re here because Max 
Brenner is 100 per cent owned by 
the Strauss Group, who supports 
the Israeli army, specifically 
the Golani brigade which is 
responsible for human rights 

violations,” said Jennine Abdul 
Khalik, spokesperson for the UTS 
branch of the Students for Justice 
in Palestine.

The protest is part of a much 
larger Boycotts Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement started 
by representatives of Palestinian 
Civil Society, who call upon all 
“international organisations and 
people of conscience all over the 
world” to pressure their own 
governments to impose embargos 
and sanctions against Israel. It 
also involves a consumer boycott 
of all products made by Israeli 

organisations.
The main aim of these non-

violent punitive measures is to put 
an end to the Israeli occupation 
of Palestinian territory and to 
dismantle the wall dividing 
Palestine and Israel.

The wall was erected by the 
Jewish state as a security measure, 
but has been criticised by people 
on both sides for increasing 
divisiveness and hurting the 
Palestinian economy.

Marrickville Council initially 
supported the BDS movement but 
recently bowed under pressure 
from an intense media campaign 
and voted to discontinue its 
support. Mayor Fiona Byrne 
received letters of support from 
well known academic activist 
Noam Chomsky and the Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu for her 
commitment to the scheme.

Ms Abdul Khalik said the BDS 
movement is not just about the 
consumer boycotts. They also 
want to “raise awareness and 
change public opinion.”

“It helped to stop apartheid in 
Africa,” she said.

“We don’t want Apartheid to 
be normalised, the Israeli human 
rights violations are becoming 
accepted by the mainstream.”

Protesters gathered outside 
the cafe chanting, “Max Brenner 
you’ve got hide, you support 
genocide” and “Max Max 
murderer.”

The NSW Public Order and 
Riot Squad formed a wall between 
the protesters and a small group of 
Jewish students, who came with a 
message of peace and offered hot 
chocolate to anyone who would sit 
and chat.

“I don’t think the politics of the 
Middle East should find its way 
into Sydney’s streets,” said Josh 
Koonin of Bondi.

Damonn Mehrpour came from 
UNSW to support his friends. 

“I don’t have any particular 
angst towards either group,” he 
said. “I just have a lot of Jewish 
friends and I didn’t want them to 
feel marginalised... also I love hot 
chocolate.”

Roz Elboure from the Australian 
Defence League sat in the cafe to 
show her support for the Jewish 
people. She said the protesters 
were “a bunch of Nazis”. 

“They want to wipe out Israel,” 
she said. 

Max Brenner has 11 branches 
in Sydney. All shops are company 
owned as they do not franchise in 
Australia.
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By ViVien luu
Concerned residents met 
with Dart Energy last week to 
discuss plans for the proposed 
exploratory well approved for 
St Peters.

Members from the Sydney 
Residents Against Coal Seam 
Gas (SRACSG) raised their 
concerns about the drilling and 
how it would impact the local 
area.

“We are alarmed to find out 
that there are no requirements 
for licensing under the 
Water Act to drill exploration 
coreholes,” said SRACSG 
spokesperson Jacinta Green.

Ms Green was particularly 
worried about drilling “through 
the very fragile Botany Aquifer 
Sands.”

“The government needs to 
make sure water is protected 
no matter what the activity 
proposed,” said Enmore 
resident Kate Ausburn.

Exploration Operations 
Manager from Dart Energy, 
Jason Needham, said if the 
results of the exploratory well 
were as expected “St Peters 

could be one of a series of 
production wells across Sydney.

“Production could last for 
around 10 years [at St Peters],” 
he added.

The current plan is to drill 24 
hours a day but Mr Needham 
said community consultation 
could see this number drop to 
only 12 hours per day.

“We are keen to work out 
solutions with the community,” 
said Dart Energy Australia 
County Manager Robbert de 
Weijer.

Dart Energy indicated it 
would organise a series of 
public forums to address 
concerns from the community.

Mr de Weijer said the 
meetings would “provide 
opportunities to share further 
details and work out how we 
can best minimise impact for 
local residents.”

The meeting came a week 
after the NSW Greens party 
launched its bid to shut down 
the coal seam gas industry. The 
Greens are currently tabling 
a bill to impose a 12 month 
moratorium on drilling.

Residents meet with 
Dart Energy

Choc-lovers support Isaeli occupation















Public Notice
“I, Gary Vernon Brookes, divorcé, of Berry Street, North Sydney 
intend to marry Amanda Louise Turner , divorcée, of Clifford 
Road, Johnsonville, Wellington at Positano Town Hall, Italy  on 30 
September 2011. Any person knowing of any lawful impediment 
to the marriage should notify without delay the Consular Section, 
British High Commission, Locked Bag 5011, Passport Section, 
Piccadilly House, 39 Brindabella Circuit, Canberra Airport ACT 2609.

POSITIONS
VACANT
DELIVERY
PEOPLE

Your friendly local papers The City Hub, The City 
News, The Bondi View and The Inner West 
Independent are seeking equally friendly and 
reliable people (with a vehicle) to deliver our 

newspapers.
All enquiries please email  

chris@alternativemediagroup.com




















