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Queens Park teeming
with traffic troubles
By Daniel PaPerny

Waverley Council is preparing a report on suitable traffic 
measures to be implemented in Queens Park.

The Waverley Traffic Committee will consider advice on 
maximum load limits and restrictions applied to vehicles entering 
the area, aimed at quelling harm for local residents concerned 
about heavy vehicle use in the crowded area.

Greens Councillor for Lawson Ward, Mora Main submitted 
a motion on September 4, outlining the need to evaluate the 
accessibility of the notoriously narrow Lynch Ave.

“The [Lynch Ave] storage facility was approved many years ago 
primarily for domestic storage purposes, with deliveries and pick-
ups using small vans and cars,” she said. “Increasing commercial 
activity at the storage units has resulted in large trucks and other 
commercial vehicles arriving in the lane around the clock.”

Ms Main said the increasing number of commercial vehicles 
were a safety hazard for local residents, causing damage to private 
property, Council’s kerbs and pedestrian footpaths. Additionally, 
parking is limited on Lynch Ave with over-sized trucks resorting to 
unloading goods in the lane.

The commercial activity blocks residential access and causes 
further traffic congestion in the area.

According to the motion put forward, Council’s solution would 
limit “the size of vehicles permitted to use this lane,” helping to 
ensure greater levels of compliance with storage regulations and 
limit encroachment on local roads and property.

Eka Tatanashvili, a music teacher at St Margaret Mary’s Catholic 
School, said Lynch Ave was only one aspect of the problem in 
Queens Park. Despite Council’s efforts, Ms Tatanashvili said 
much more needed to be done to address the issues of parking and 
pedestrian safety in the suburb.

“You’re trying to tell me that they’re doing something about 
parking and traffic here? Have a look at Pine Street and tell me 
that’s not a problem,” she said. “It’s ridiculous. You go there on a 
weekend and the street’s packed all day. You can’t find any parking, 
and it just gets really busy and congested.”

Local resident Natasha Belaeva echoed these sentiments, arguing 
Pine St is as significant as Lynch Ave in the impact it has on the 
community.

“I drive past it all the time and no one follows the speed limit,” 
Ms Belaeva said. “There’s so many incidents and near-crashes 
and ... it really should be a one-way street. When are the Council 
finally going to wake up and do something about Pine Street?”

Council’s report will focus on curbing traffic problems within 
Queens Park. But it remains to be seen if the issue of Pine Street 
will be addressed by the report.
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By Daniel PaPerny
The September 8 Waverley Council elections resulted in an 

overwhelming majority for the Liberal Party, amassing 53 per cent of the 
total vote.

The signs all point to Sally Betts returning to her formerly held 
Mayoral posting, set to be determined at a separate election on September 
27.

Liberal Councillor, Tony Kay said it was too early to claim victory with 
the Mayoral ballot still to be decided, but was hopeful Bill Mouroukas 
would be elected from Waverley Ward. 

“It depends on preferences, it depends on a lot of things,” he said. “It’s 
not just the primary voting at this stage; it’s also whether the preferences 
go from the Greens to Labor, and if they do, then how many?”

The Liberals returned a swing of eight per cent, more than twice 
the amount of votes gained by the Labor and Greens parties. The 
Party is looking to build on momentum as it seeks to promote financial 
sustainability and solutions to parking and urban infrastructure.

“It’s about the change, the leadership and a bit of financial rigour 
around the managing the finances of Council,” Gabrielle Upton said, the 
State member for Vaucluse.

Councillor Betts, a representative of Hunter Ward, was beaming with 
praise for the hard work and commitment demonstrated by her team.

“For the last six months we have done street stalls in Bondi Junction, 
our candidate brochure went out three months ago, we did a postal vote 
application, we did our Axiom magazine [and] we sent out the ‘How to 
Vote’ ad to every resident, as well as a final flier. 

“We really worked hard and did everything. If the result is 
proportionate to the effort that was put in, we should really have a 
landslide.”

Councillor Leon Goltsman of Hunter Ward said the Liberals’ campaign 
was enhanced by the guidance and leadership of Ms Betts. “If the results 
prove to be favourable for us, then the real winners are the community 
members,” he said. “We’ve been very fortunate to have a good team 
leader, Sally. She brings out the best in people and this lady has certainly 
brought out the best in us.” 

This year’s ballot saw the election of two Liberal candidates in Lawson 

Ward, Angela 
Burrill and Andrew 
Cusack – a historic 
feat unprecedented 
in Waverley. With a 
total of 3,476 from 
6,547 formal votes 
cast, Liberal attained 
53 per cent of the 
Lawson vote with a 
quota of 2.12.

“We are thrilled 
about having two 
Liberal councillors 
in Lawson Ward,” 
Ms Burrill said.  “It’s an exciting opportunity for us to achieve real 
change. We have listened to the concerns of the residents and found out 
specifically the things that ... [the local community] want to see changed.”

Rose Bay resident Yosi Tal hopes the newly-elected councillors will 
respond to community concerns.

“Ordinary people want to be heard and responded to. I think that the 
biggest problem today is that a lot of people ... aren’t being represented 
properly,” he said. “We need a refresher ... new people in there who can 
relate to the ideas differently.”

Mr Goltsman said engagement with the community is what set Liberal 
apart. He was confident of victory ever since the Council meeting on 
September 4.

“Labor seemed a little nervous,” he said. “It reminded me of the old 
saying about Musashi [and] the samurai who told his foe: ‘You know 
you’ve lost now because when you retrieved your sword, you threw away 
your sheath, knowing that the sword wasn’t going back in’.”

But Mr Goltsman said the Liberals needed to be wary of complacency 
and there was still more work needed to be done.

“I felt the same way when I left all my things in my [Council] drawer ... I 
knew I had to come back as we’ve got unfinished business to take care of.”

By Kate Horowitz
The Labor Party have voiced their consternation over the swing 

towards the Liberals in last Saturday’s Waverley Council elections.
Current Mayor John Wakefield said the outcome leaves Labor as the 

“minority.”
“It’s a completely disappointing result,” he said. “As the minority we can 

affect very little.”
There was a bittersweet win in the Waverley Ward for Cr Ingrid Strewe, 

but her husband Paul Pearce was not elected in Hunter Ward. Ms Strewe 
predicts Sally Betts will resume her position as Mayor.

“I congratulated Sally,” she said. “I would rather work with a more 
progressive team of course. There were three years when Sally was 
Mayor and nothing happened except a rate rise so I hope they will be a 
bit more imaginative now.”

Having the Liberal Party at the helm presents a problem for the  re-
elected Labor Councillors in promoting the ALP agenda.

“We will not be able to stop the Liberals in their attempts to do certain 
things like sell off assets,” Mr Wakefield said. “They have already 
talked about our child care and property assets being sold. They will 
backpedal on issues to do with the shift away from private vehicles and 
re-emphasise car transport again in our area.

“These are things we will resist in the best way we can as a minority 
position.”

Ms Strewe highlighted concerns with the implementation of alternative 
waste technology.

“In my campaign material, I said I would like to be much more closely 
involved in it,” she said. “I don’t want there to be a mistake, such as 
accepting a tender that is not going to work. It’s an expensive proposition 
and it can either save us a lot of money or cost us a lot of money.”

But there was a win for Labor in Lawson Ward, with former Head of 
SBS Radio Paula Masselos anticipated to win a seat on Council.

“I am concerned about what will be happening to our public open 
spaces and about over-developments in the area,” Ms Masselos said.

The Labor Party had declared the Hunter Ward as the electoral 
battlefield and re-enlisted Mr Pearce as a wild card. Mr Pearce lost to the 
Independent Councilor Miriam Guttman-Jones and Mr Wakefield was 
critical of the outcome. 

“Paul was Mayor of Waverley for seven years,” he said. “He put his 
hand up to maximize our chances of beating a so-called Independent, 
Miriam Guttman-Jones. I say ‘so-called’ because all her work is on polling 
booth and her scrutiny is for Liberal Party members.”

Mr Pearce said the ballot was not a loss on a personal level.
“I ran because I thought Labor voters in the Ward should have an 

opportunity to vote for a Labor candidate,” he said. “I am not at all 
concerned that I have not been elected; I have spent 21 years on 
Waverley Council and eight years in State Parliament.” The Mayoral 
election will take place on September 27.

Labor alarmed by Liberal dominance

Liberals poised to take on unfinished business

By Jeff li
Renewed optimism surrounds the under threat child care service 

at Bondi Beach Cottage. Discussions with Waverley Council have 
ensured action will take place, ensuring the service will continue to 
operate in a community suffering from child care congestion. 

Labor Councillor Ingrid Strewe said the Cottage will have 
to raise the rates from $90 a day to $110 to prevent closure. 
They have also asked Council to reduce rental costs, with the 
concession rate of $60 a day to remain unchanged.

“The Bondi Beach Cottage has helped people in need, so I’m 
glad that the concession rate has stayed the same,” Ms Strewe 
said. “Bondi Beach Cottage was set up to help people who were 
having problems within the family like domestic violence.

“It was set up like a drop-in centre so you can call in and have 
the child looked after for a little while, if you didn’t have any other 
assistance.”

Liberal Councillor and Mayoral candidate, Sally Betts said the 
Cottage should look into changing its business model to make 

itself financially sustainable.
“It is not a full-time child care centre, that’s the problem,”  she 

said. “So they may need to look at that in the future to change their 
[business] model.”

Bondi Beach Cottage operates an occasional child care service. 
Unlike long term child care centres, parents are only charged for 
the days they bring their child to the centre.

Ms Betts said the Cottage should review this model to secure a 
more reliable income.

“Nobody wants to see the Bondi Cottage close,” she said. “But it 
has got to be financially sustainable.”

“It’s the model of being an occasional child care centre that 
makes it very difficult for them to know exactly how many children 
are going to be there all the time.”

Bondi Beach Cottage is a child care centre run independently, 
renting its current location from Council.

With 17 out of the 19 child care centre in the area said to be 
full, Ms Strewe said Labor will look into where child care service is 
required to serve community needs.

Bondi Beach Cottage service set to remain
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BY Peter HackneY
Anna Bligh has firmly rejected 

speculation that she plans to run 
in the upcoming by-election for the 
state seat of Sydney.

The former Queensland Premier 
said not only were the rumours 
untrue, but that she will never 
again be a politician at any tier of 
government.

“I can confirm that there is no 
truth to these suggestions,” Ms Bligh 
said.

“I will not be a political candidate 
in any future election at any level of 
government.”

Ms Bligh, who recently moved 
to Sydney with her husband Greg 
Withers, said there had been no 
negotiations with NSW Labor at 
any stage.

“[I] have had no discussions with 
any member or representative of the 
NSW Labor Party either before or 
after I got here,” she said.

“In fact I’ve not even had the 
chance to discuss transferring my 
party membership with the NSW 
office, let alone anything else.”

Ms Bligh would not be drawn 
on plans for her new life in Sydney 
but said she was enjoying her time 
here so far.

“My husband and I are happy to 
be here, excited to be starting this 
new phase of our lives and enjoying 
the glorious springtime weather,” 
she said.

Ms Bligh’s comments come on 

the back of a media storm about 
the prospect of her running in 
the upcoming Sydney by-election, 
sparked by a report published online 
by Alt Media last Wednesday.

A NSW Labor insider had said 
Party bosses were in negotiations 
with Ms Bligh to run in the seat 
after the departure of current 
Member, Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore MP.

Ms Moore, who won a third term 
as Sydney Lord Mayor on Saturday, 
must vacate the seat before the 
next council meeting due to new 
regulations preventing NSW MPs 
from sitting on local councils.

At time of writing, the ALP was 
the only major political player yet 
to confirm their candidate for the 
upcoming by-election.

Confirmed candidates include 
former City of Sydney Councillors 
Chris Harris, who will run for the 
Greens, and Shayne Mallard, who 
will stand for the Liberals.

The Australian Democrats will 
run Drew Simmons, who received 
11 per cent of the vote in the recent 
Heffron by-election.

While he has yet to confirm his 
intentions, Australian Marriage 
Equality convenor Alex Greenwich 
– who on Saturday failed to 
win a council position as part of 
the Clover Moore Independent 
Team – is expected to stand as an 
Independent in the by-election.

Bligh rejects Sydney speculation

BY Su-Lin tan
The NSW Government has promised to modernise Greater 

Sydney’s rail network by boosting rail capacity with mass transit 
services in the latest Draft NSW Transport Master Plan.

The mass rapid transit system will mean customers can 
simply turn up at the station and expect to get on a train within a 
short time.

Many of the world’s most populous cities have adopted this 
rail model, including Paris, Hong Kong and Singapore.

But the NSW Opposition is concerned the promise won’t be 
upheld.

“Rapid trains are little more than a pipedream in the plan,” 
Shadow Minister for Transport, Penny Sharpe said. “There is not 
one new dollar of funding.

“The introduction starts with the North West Rail Link, which 
has gone from a direct route to the city to a shuttle service to 
Chatswood.”

Transport planning experts have argued the plan is less about 
congestion reduction through rail transformation, and more 
about creating more cars on roads.

Institute of Transport and Logistics Studies Associate 
Professor, Stephen Greaves said: “Looking at the plan, it looks 
like its focus is for motorways to be widened.

“The only way such an ambitious transport plan can be 
delivered is [through] the existence of funding and a concrete 

timeline for completion. The plan does not indicate this clearly.”
The rail development plan proposed by the NSW Government 

usually takes a period of 15-20 years.
“With the State Government changing every 2-3 years means 

nothing really gets done,” Mr Greaves said. “The rail issue is 
really a political issue.

“NSW requires a unilateral political world for a big project like 

mass rapid to work.”
Before the government can embark on the proposed mass 

rapid rail system, the issue of the previously promised light rail 
system in Sydney CBD needs to be addressed,” Ms Sharpe 
said.

“The Master Plan reduces an election promise to a maybe. 
More feasibility studies and no funding allocated make light rail 
for Sydney CBD a long way off.”

A spokesperson for City of Sydney Council concurred: “The 
City has been lobbying for light rail but it is up to the State 
Government to deliver it as they are responsible for transport.”

The age of the current rail rolling stock could also be a 
deterrent for implementing a state of the art mass rapid system, 
said Mr Greaves.

“Our rail cars resemble a little more like the trams in San 
Francisco,” he said. “They have become part of the furniture 
now. We need to update them before we can move to modernise 
our rail system.”

Rail plans a pale promise
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BIG SHED FOR THE ’LOO
The City of Sydney is building a ‘big shed’ at Woolloomooloo 
to house community projects and protect an old Sydney tram. 
The structure will provide a communal shed for space-starved 
inner city residents, in addition to housing the tram from the 
onetime Rozelle tram depot. City of Sydney CEO Monica 
Barone said the structure in Bourke Street Park would be 
available to people who are retired, cannot work full-time or 
live in apartment blocks with limited access to outdoor space. 
“The community sheds movement is a growing initiative 
targeting isolated people in our neighbourhoods and those 
with little opportunity to potter around a shed,” she said.

VALE BRAD JOHNSTON
Veteran Sydney journalist and editor Brad Johnston has died. 
One of the gay community’s most accomplished writers, 
the witty and acerbic Johnston had been a fixture of gay 
publishing since the early 1990s, writing for the Sydney 
Star Observer, SX, Blue and Outrage, among other titles. 
Johnston, who was HIV-positive, was also active in the 
HIV/AIDS sphere, writing for Talkabout and Positive Living 
magazines. A celebration of Johnston’s life was held at the 
Oxford Hotel, Darlinghurst on Friday night, a week after he 
passed away. He is survived by his long-term partner, Mick.

FLOWERS FIGHT CANCER
Inner Sydney will be festooned with thousands of flowers this 
spring in the name of charity. The City of Sydney says daffodil 
displays and flowers forming pink ribbons will raise awareness 
about cancer at key sites and landmarks. The initiative will see 
around 30,000 plants used to create to displays ahead of Pink 
Ribbon Day on October 19. Dr Andrew Penman AM, CEO of 
Cancer Council NSW, said he hoped the floral displays would 
inspire people to support the fight against one of Australia’s 
biggest killers.

News BriefsBy Jason Marshall
This election was supposed to be about 

big new ideas, but the reality turned out to be 
specifically the lack thereof.

The Liberals and Living Sydney successfully 
framed the election as a referendum on Clover’s 
supposed reign of terror on small business, 
alleging bus lanes and bike lanes were keeping 
cars away from local shops, even though 40 per 
cent of the city’s population do not own a car. 
And complaining the city’s rates were being 
spent on unnecessary and expensive schemes 
like the trigeneration network, even though the 
successful implementation of the network could 
defer heavy costs of wider network upgrades by 
$1.5 billion.

In framing it as such, the Liberals and Living 
Sydney felt they needn’t offer any alternative 
vision for the city, instead confining themselves 
to small-minded populist policies like rate cuts, 
staff cuts and free parking.

Furthermore, the two were competing for the 
business vote. But despite their greatest efforts in 
encouraging them to enrol, only 1,700 business 
owners decided they were cheesed off enough 
with Clover to think it was worth the effort.

The end result was Vithoulkas and Mandla 
were not the massive threat media and bookies 
portrayed them to be; rather their campaigns 
nibbled at Clover’s feet like doctor fish at a 
Vietnamese health spa.

If the Clover Moore Independent Team had 
any new policies, they weren’t getting space in 
any of the local publications. Constant attacks 
from all sides meant they were running on their 
record, and the vision Clover campaigned and 
won on in 2004.

Calls to Clover’s office each time a party 
launched a new policy were met with the same 
reply almost every time: “Yeah, we’re already 
doing that.” In truth, they usually did have 
some scheme in the works, but many of them 
were started years ago and put on hold for one 
reason or another. For instance, the plan to 
put power lines underground was abandoned 
because the State Government wasn’t interested. 
Other proposals had recently been approved 
and were only just starting up. Living Sydney 
broadened their policy base in the last week 
of the campaign to promise a Youth Council, 
even though the Greens had recently moved the 
policy themselves on Council. It’s also probably 
fair to say that a lot of promises get lost before 
delivery just because of the sheer volume of 
demands from such a diverse local lovernment 
area.

The Greens and Labor were a little more 
realistic about their prospects than the Liberals 
or Living Sydney. They hoped to retain and 
regain their seats respectively, and return Clover 
with a reduced majority, forcing her to take 

more account of the smaller parties or use her 
casting vote as Lord Mayor.

Labor’s pitch was lost in a series of small 
policies that resemble the requests of single issue 
parties: access to childcare, putting power lines 
underground, giving money to the GLBTI 
health, and being anti-privatisation and pro-live 
music venues.

The Greens focused on long-term structural 
reform following the failed referendum on wards 
at the last election. The current system allows 

for tickets headed by popular candidates like 
Clover Moore to be elected from across the 

city, but they are responsible for an electorate of 
more than 100,000 voters spread over disparate 
urban environments with very different 
needs. The Greens’ plan to introduce precinct 
committees to the City of Sydney, while not 
particularly sexy, was a solid idea that would 
have provided a framework for citizens in the 
‘city of villages’ to engage in their local area. 
Unfortunately for the Greens, this attempt to 
do things properly couldn’t compete with the 
empty populism of the Liberals and Living 
Sydney, or the incumbent’s eight-year-old vision.

Election debriefed: Where were the big ideas?

Malcolm Turnbull, Christine Forster, Edward Mandla

Victorious Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP

Ph
ot

o:
 n

ic
ol

e 
W

hi
te





8

BY Peter HackneY
Redfern Police are reviewing their 

operations in social housing estates, exploring 
options such as a mobile police commands 
to counteract drug dealing and anti-social 
behaviour.

Redfern Police Commander, 
Superintendent Luke Freudenstein said a 
month-long review of high visibility policing 
options had commenced on September 1.

The review follows a six-month audit of 
general police operations, he said.

“Redfern Local Area Command (LAC) 
continually reviews our operations for the 
whole LAC,” Supt Freudenstein said.

“An operation has been running for six 
months in the Waterloo area and a six month 
review has been conducted.

“Another operation, with further attention 
to High Visibility Policing and Community 
Engagement [commenced] on September 1.”

The investigation follows safety audits 
by the Waterloo Wellbeing & Safety Action 
Group, and calls for action on anti-social 
behaviour.

Last month, equal rights activist Gary 
Burns wrote to senior police recommending a 
mobile police command in Redfern/Waterloo.

“There seems to be a lot of fear amongst 
residents due to criminal activity,” he wrote.

“I recommend a portable police command 
on the grounds of the housing estates to create 
a calming affect.”

Last year, mobile police commands were 
assigned to suburbs including Bankstown, 
Cabramatta and Blacktown.

The portable commands include data 
terminals, CCTV and interview rooms.

But local resident and City of Sydney 
Greens Councillor, Irene Doutney said while 
there were some problems with anti-social 
behaviour, the impression was worse than 
reality, and mobile police commands were not 
necessarily needed.

“There are some issues but I think the 
perception is much greater,” she said.

“Some older tenants and people from 
some migrant groups are frightened of street 
drinkers and Aboriginal kids who often pose 
no threat.”

REDWatch spokesperson Geoff Turnbull 
said police were being called on to fix 
problems that were under the remit of 
Housing NSW and NSW Health.

“Police are being engaged in problems 
such as building security, which is a Housing 
NSW maintenance issue, and failings in the 
health system, which see people with high 
psychological needs placed alone in social 
housing,” he said.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP also opined 
that the issues went wider than crime and 
policing.

“This is not just about crime,” she said. 
“People who are unwell need help to get back 
on their feet and I’ve been pushing for health 
and rehabilitation programs, and help for 
tenants to get training and jobs.”

Supt Freudenstein said the results of the 
review would be tabled at the next Redfern 
Community Safety Precinct meeting on 
Thursday, September 30. 

Redfern Police investigating
mobile commands

BY GeorGia Fullerton
Once home to a 24 hour nightclub, Taylor Square’s 

T2 building will be adorned with a new mural 
commissioned by the City of Sydney.

The mural will be painted by Aboriginal Artist Reko 
Rennie as part of ‘Always was, always will be’ for 
Streetware 2012, an annual program demonstrating 
temporary art instillations in the city’s laneways.

City of Sydney CEO Monica Barone said ‘Always 
was, always will be’ would make for a thought 
provoking addition to Taylor Square.

“Taylor Square is one of Sydney’s most iconic 
public spaces, making it the perfect home for this 
extraordinary artwork by one of Australia’s most 
talented street artists,” she said.

Following the opening of the exhibition, several 
smaller artworks will be installed in and around Foley 
St in late October, as part of this year’s Streetware 

program. While the City Of Sydney has 
a zero tolerance stance on street graffiti, 
Council emphasised Mr Rennie’s 
mural is not considered in a sanctioned 
category.

“Reko Rennie’s larger-than-life 
mural is a fascinating mix of traditional 
imagery and contemporary techniques, 
and is bound to be an instant hit with 
the thousands of people who pass 
through the area each day.”

The first Streetware was held in 
2010, and has since given more than 
20 artists the opportunity to exhibit their 
work in the public domain. All artworks 
will stay in place until March 2013, 
when the façade of the building will 
undergo a heritage restoration.

“Here is a great opportunity for 
artists, chefs or retailers to join the 
creative buzz on Oxford St in one of 
the area’s landmark buildings,” City of 
Sydney Executive Manager of Culture, 

Rachel Healy said. “This could involve putting an art 
gallery or work space in the underground level, while 
having a café or shop on street level to attract passers-
by.”

The T2 building was originally a night club with a 
colourful history. Downstairs the building was home to 
a popular underground leather bar with a popular night 
club on the other floors. 

Alcohol-fuelled incidents led to the temporary closure 
of the establishment, which was eventually put on the 
market. Council purchased the property several years 
ago in order to reduce the concentration of drinking 
establishments on and around Taylor Square.  

Council has indicated it plans to convert the building 
into a cycle hub. During the recent Council elections, 
various parties argued the building should instead be 
used for a Mardi Gras museum. Restoration of the T2 
building will begin early next year. 

Mural for historic Taylor Square T2 building
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By AdriAn MArCh
Randwick Council’s 

Liberal Party has won the 
majority of primary votes to 
stand in a strong position as 
conjecture continues over the 
final formation of Council.

The Liberals won four of 
the five wards and increased 
their margin by six per cent, 
with preferences to decide the 
end result. The Liberals were 
the beneficiaries of a nine per 
cent swing against the Greens.

With the final makeup 
of the 12 seat Council to be 
decided over coming days, 
candidates have identified 
a number of different 
potentially critical issues in 
forming a majority.

Liberal Mayor Scott Nash said the “financial sustainability” of Council 
was particularly important.

“At the end of the day, promises about local services mean nothing 
unless you have money to provide them. And local government is all 
about providing services,” he said.

Current Greens Councillor Murray Matson, who was recontesting East 
Ward said increased density is “a pertinent issue that people will coalesce 
around when they are voting.”

Paul Tracey, the last Labor Councillor to be Mayor and who is retiring 
at this election, identified “anti-development, the level of rates, parking 
and traffic” as defining issues in the election.

Independent Councillor Anthony Andrews said Federal dissatisfaction 
meant voters would step away from the major parties.

Mr Andrews said voters were feeling the effects of increased costs of 

living and would be “protesting against Gillard” when they voted on 
election day.

With 15 councillors to be elected and no group likely to receive an 
overwhelming majority, a coalition of parties seems likely to select the 
Mayor.

The Council has operated since 2004 under a time strained ‘inclusive 
power sharing agreement’, which has seen the Greens, Liberals and Labor 
share the position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor. Adding further intrigue, 
nearly a quarter of the previous Council did not stand for re-election.

Most parties contesting the election were looking to approach the 
aftermath of September 8 in a spirit of cooperation.

Mr Nash said “the slate [was wiped] clear after Saturday” and that he 
would negotiate with any parties or independents elected to Council.

“As the Mayor I’ve always taken the view that we go into elections as 
political enemies ... Once the election is decided, out of necessity, you have 
to work with people even if they not of the same party as you.”

Mr Matson has stated that the Greens had “made no decision as to 
what sort of arrangements will be entered into or pursued.”

“It may well be that we revert to just supporting one party. Or we may 
go back and try to resurrect the inclusive sharing approach.”

Mr Andrews said he believed Liberal Mayor Scott Nash had “done a 
fantastic job,” but that he would be willing to “work with anyone who is 
good for the community.”

Mr Tracey said it was likely that the support of the Greens would 
decide who became Mayor, but that no outcome was assured.

“You never know who is going to be Mayor in Randwick until the last 
minute; you don’t know what deals have been done.”

Elsewhere, there was an swing towards the Liberal Party in Saturday’s 
Marrickville Council elections. This was consistent with the improved 
conservative vote across the state.

The 11 per cent swing will see Marrickville anoint two Liberal 
councillors for the first time in the electorate’s history, which has 
traditionally attracted the left-wing vote.  Liberal candidate Rosana Tyler 
is on track to win a seat in West Ward, as is Mark Gardiner in North 
Ward.

Randwick Mayoralty to be negotiated

Randwick Mayor Scott Nash
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Waverley Council’s Festival of  Winds on 
Sunday at Bondi Beach
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By Peter HaCkney
Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP remains at the helm of 

Town Hall after a resounding win in the NSW local government 
elections.

At a triumphant function in Surry Hills on Saturday night, the 
veteran politician thanked the people of Sydney for the result, 
which she hailed as an endorsement of progressive and stable 
governance.

At time of writing, the Clover Moore Independent Team had 
won five of the ten City of Sydney Council seats, with a sixth seat 
also possible.

While a sixth seat would mean an outright majority for Ms 
Moore and her team, her five confirmed seats means she once 
again holds the balance of power, with the Lord Mayor able to use 
her casting vote.

“We’re a team of five already, before the count is finished … the 
people of Sydney support our vision, they support progressive 
and stable government, and want action on climate change,” Ms 
Moore told a rapturous reception at the Dove and Olive Hotel.

“I don’t know what the outcome will be but I’ll have the 
majority in terms of the casting vote.”

Ms Moore said that despite sustained criticism from her 
opponents and some media commentators, the people’s continuing 
support was what really mattered.

“Notwithstanding some of the commentary in the media and ... 
the unpleasantness that has occurred, I think the vote today shows 
the people of Sydney support our vision and support the work 
we’re doing, and would like to see that continue,” she said.

Ms Moore will be joined on Council by her Independent Team 
members Jenny Green, Robyn Kemmis, John Mant and Deputy 
Lord Mayor Robert Kok.

The successful team members are drawn largely from academia, 
with Ms Green, Ms Kemmis and Mr Mant all holding current or 
past positions at the University of Technology, Sydney (UTS).

Liberal candidate Edward Mandla, Labor’s Linda Scott and 
Greens Councillor Irene Doutney have also won spots on 
Council.

Living Sydney’s Angela Vithoulkas, Liberal Christine Forster 
and Clover Moore Independent Team member Nell Schofield 

were all strong contenders for the remaining spots, with the final 
result dependent on pre-poll and postal votes.

While Ms Moore’s victory was cause for jubilation on Saturday 
night, the result was bittersweet, with the Lord Mayor now 
obliged to resign from State Parliament.

NSW Premier’s Barry O’Farrell’s ‘Get Clover’ legislation – 
which prevents state MPs from sitting on local councils – means 
Ms Moore must resign as Member for Sydney before the next 
Council meeting on September 21, forcing a by-election in the 
seat.

“Even the amendment to allow me to see out this term was 
refused,” noted Ms Moore.

“It’s undemocratic and it’s mean and miserable.”

Moore in Clover with 
resounding win
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Team Clover: Nell Schofield, John Hutchinson, Alex Greenwich, 
John Mant, Claudia Bowman, Robyn Kemmis, Jenny Green, 

Clover Moore, Robert Kok
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DoN’T BE MIsguIDED
With a caption like “The Dining Bible” printed directly on the cover, The sydney Morning Herald good Food 
guide 2013 doesn’t mince words about claiming it’s the definitive guide to restaurants in this town. But it is by 
no means as complete as they’d like to have you think. There are numerous hat-worthy restaurants that didn’t 
receive their own (well-deserved) fashion accessory, and others that were excommunicated all together...
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The most left field of these short-term affairs, 
Beautiful Strange, will emerge somewhere in the heart 
of Darlinghurst between the 20th-30th September. 
Guests will be offered the opportunity to drink 
cocktails like The Alhambra (made on Arabic za’atar) 
in a surreal indoor forest. The space is curated 
by Sydney Weekender producer, Jac Taylor. Using 
‘crowdsourcing’, she’s also lined up array of roving 
performers including Christopher Hawkins. 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulStrangeBar

Rekorderlig Cider will be 
popping up in bar form (with 
six sensational flavours) at 
the Night Noodle Markets 
(October 3-5, 8-12,15-19). We’re 
talking beanbags and great 
Asian food matching ideas, like 
Rekorderlig Orange & Ginger 
Cider against Malay Rendang. 
www.rekorderlig.com/au/

Wine lovers won’t miss out 
either, with a range of pop up 
wine bars. You can drink by 
grape at Fifty Shades of Gris 
(Saturday 13th October) and 
Sip Your Noir (Friday 19th 
October), or explore Italian 
wine styles at Sip Your Modo 
(Sunday 7th October). 
www.sipyourstyle.com.au

Pop-up Bars

One restaurant I personally think should have been in 
there is Darlinghurt’s Le Pelican. Jean Francois Salet’s 
been turning out classic French with a twist for the last 
six and a half years; and recently added the food side of 
Pelicano down in Double Bay.

Wife and co-owner Ally Salet tells me that this year 
proceeded just like the five before. “We went through 
the steps – you know what they do, they send you 
out a fax. You’ve got to fill in all the forms. They ring 
up, check… This all happened.” This year the guide 
added photos, which Ally also supplied: “So we got 
our photographer, and we sent them, and asked is the 
quality good? Blah, blah, blah, blah and then nothing!”

“Every year we’re not looking for hats… So this year, 
like every other year, we turn off the phones, because 
we know half of the chefs that go there, and they’ve 
got the book already!” When the hour strikes ten and 
festivities get a little looser, Jeff and Ally check their 
phones.

Except this year Ally says, “a friend of ours he said, he 

couldn’t find us in the book. Then another friend, who 
was invited, said to us as well, they couldn’t find us in 
the book. And then another friend…” Understandably, 
they’re disappointed: “We don’t know why – there’s 
a state of confusion. We know we haven’t got 11/20. I 
mean it can’t get any worse than 11/20…”

“We’re both very sad – teary. We just wrote something 
on Twitter saying ‘Dear Mr SMH, after five years being in 
your book, can you please let us know why we’re not in 
this year?’” It’s a question I’d like answered too. Luckily 
sharing their plight has resulted in strong customer 
support.

An avid foodie herself, Ally confidently rates her own 
restaurant amongst peers like Gastro Park and Jonah’s. 
“We haven’t changed our formula, if anything we’ve 
probably refined it even more after six and a half 
years… We care about what’s served on the plate – 
we’re not bullshitting you about, this is what’s in season 
at the moment.” On a personal note, it’s also where I 
ate my first truly perfect oyster, from Wapengo Lake. 
Ally laughs, saying: “We still have the same oysters.”

Warmer weather means a rash of pop-up bars have sprouted...
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Niji Sushi Bar *NEW*
Sticking the surprise back into suburban dining, 
this spot boasts an all-star cast, including Head 
Chef Kohji Matsuda (ex-Toko and Sake) and 
master of the organic wood-rich fit out, Koichi 
Takada (who worked on Ocean Room). It 
wouldn’t look out of place in Surry Hills - except it’s in Kingsford, with 
prices (and parking) to match. Another Toko graduate, Bar Manager 
Binod Shrestha, delivers an interesting list of light, cuisine-appropriate 
cocktails. Standouts are an affable Tall Yuzu ($12) featuring aloe vera, 
yuzu juice and Beefeater gin; and Shochu Delight ($11) - basically 
your Japanese Cosmo. Maguro Taru Taru ($10.50) is presented like a 
pun on steak tartare - piling rich, red tuna on avocado, garnished with 
black caviar, chilli paste, lotus chips and barley miso dressing.  Eating 
it is exciting. The left field addition of lemon oil also elevates Kingfish 
Carpaccio ($11) with ponzu sauce, herbs and sea salt. A stickler 
for sensational sashimi, I rate the five fishes, scallops and cuttlefish, 
generously presented on ice in the Sashimi Twenty One ($29.80). The 
vivacious and engaged floor team guide me to wrap my meal with 
9+ Wagyu Beef ($18.50) from the robata grill. It’s a treat against the 
signature Amayaki sauce (my guess: soy, sake, sesame oil, ginger and chilli 
powder). Future suburban gem…
333 Anzac Parade, Kingsford (02) 8068 4849 www.nijisushi.com.au
Japanese $$

The Pie Tin *NEW*  
The pie’s practically an Aussie icon, and we’ve all got 
our favourite spot. This one’s clearly on the way to 
becoming part of the fabric of the new Newtown. 
It’s set in an airy refit of a modest 1912 Federation 
warehouse; its history detailed on a plaque by 
the door. They offer a filling, rustic pie experience, made into a meal for 
a reasonable price. Southern Style Slow Roasted Pork with Tangy Apple 
and BBQ Sauce ($10/with 2 sides) lacked a solid backbone of seasoning, 
and ached for a sloppier sauce. Gravy is offered, and with hindsight I’d take 
it - along with the kumera fries I coveted from my neighbour’s plate. Both 
would improve even fancier flavours, like North African Style Slow Roasted 
Lamb with Chermoula Spice, Eggplant and Capsicum ($11). Canoodling 
couples exchanging forkfuls of sugar let you in on the real highlight – 
homey dessert pies. Owner Sarah Martin tells me the secret to her dreamy 
Oreo Cookie Pie ($6.50/slice), is not messing too much with the cookie 
itself: “We just try and enhance what’s already there.” Don’t let the epic 
proportions of The Apple Pie that Ate Newtown ($6.50/slice) send you the 
way of the pelican – your mouth should never hold more than your belly 
can.
1a Brown Street, Newtown www.thepietin.com.au 
 (02) 9518 7880 Bakery $

Puntino Trattoria *NEW* 
“When I went home and saw what I came from, 
I thought: this is what I want to cook,” declares 
owner/chef Tony Sabia. He’s realigning his long-
standing restaurant to a more authentically 
regional voice. What makes it special is that 
his inspiration is Basilicata - yeah, I had to ask 
too - the instep of Italy’s boot. It’s rustic and mountainous, a landscape 
extreme; with “cucina povera” by necessity not clever theme. So get 
down with the region (watch the tourism video, it helps). It enriches 
the eats, like Lagane e Ceci ($18.90), long flat pasta cooked with 
tomato, chilli, garlic and chickpeas. It’s probably too stodgy for our 
sedentary careers, but persevering made me feel at one with peasant life. 
Mozzarella’s also bigger in Italy (an end in itself). Notions of bland are 
quickly replaced by subtle, as you explore the collection on the abundant 
Mozzarella Degustazione Platter ($15.50/head). Gnocchi Sorrentino 
($19.90) might not sound exotic, but order it - it’s great. It’s one-gen. 
off della Nonna too (made by his Mum). Just save room for pizza, 
because they’re totally the bomb! Burrata and ‘Nduja ($25) presents the 
creamiest mozzarella of all against spicy pork paste, sparingly applied so 
they don’t dominate the base. And we thought we knew Italian…
41 Crown Street, Woolloomooloo (02) 9331 8566 
www.puntino.com.au Italian/Pizza $$

$ - mains less than $15
$$ - mains between $15-$22
$$$ - mains between $22-$30
$$$$ - mains over $30

EASTERN SUBURBS & BEACHES

Woollahra Hotel 
Even with some insider tips from 
host Michael Johnson, Wednesday 
night’s Foodie Trivia is tough; so 
Sydney foodies, if you think you 
know your onions, you might want 
to brush up on who’s cooking 
them and where. Drinking the 
house sparkling, Tyrrell’s Premium 
Brut ($6.50/glass) probably won’t 
help your cause. Wednesdays are 
also cheap pasta night – the Angel 
Hair Prawn ($12) with white wine 
sauce, chilli and cherry tomatoes 
is a knockout. Pizzas are also top 
class – try the Bianco ($20) with 
white anchovies, olives, chilli and 
goats’ curd. Keep up the brain food 
with a Cheese Board ($20) of three 
cheeses, lavosh, apple and grapes.
116 Queen Street, Woollahra (02) 
9327 9777 
www.woollahrahotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $$ 

ROCKS & CBD

Umi Sushi & Udon 
Before warming my cockles with 
the tempting Miso Congee Hotpot 
with Wagyu Beef (9+), Vegetables 
and Udon ($32.80), I couldn’t resist 
revisiting my favourites. Super-fresh 
sea urchin roe had me cooing anew 
over Chawan Mushi ($5.80), savoury 
custard presented in an eggshell. Raw 
fishes have edged up another notch; 
so definitely include Chef’s 7-Piece 

Sashimi Tasting Plate ($38.80) in your 
order. The addition of spinach makes 
freshly made Spinach Udon with 
Tempura Prawn ($12.80) interesting, 
especially with a baby bottle of 
Choya Umeshu ($7.50).  Chef got 
experimental with my dessert, 
producing a devilishly good mocha 
spring roll christened with green 
tea ice cream – beg for one of your 
own!
TR10 Darling Quarter, 11-25 
Harbour Street, Darling Harbour 
(02) 9283 2006
Japanese $$-$$$

Darlo, Kings X & 
Surry Hills

Johnny Wong’s Dumpling Bar *NEW* 
Clubbing gets more convenient with 
this hip, thirty-seater dumpling bar 
emerging on the vertical climb to The 
Standard. Vegetable and Coriander 
Dumplings ($8.50/5 pieces) and Prawn 
Gow Gee ($8.50/5 pieces) benefit 
from dousing with the wicked on-
table chilli sauce. Cool your lips on 
Jenny From The Wong ($12) - despite 
also being presented in paper; she’s a 
reasonably classy drink of Tanqueray, 
lime, basil, and ginger marmalade. 
What wins me over, is the texturally 
interesting Tofu, Daikon, Fennel and 
Crisp Egg Noodle Salad ($13); and the 
fact I don’t have to go to Haymarket 
anymore to gobble Duck Pancakes 
($15/3 pieces) all the way up to 2am.
Level 1, 383 Bourke Street, 
Darlinghurst (02) 9331 3100
Chinese $-$$

Food Society 
One year on, and I’m back enjoying 
the convivial hospitality of this 
restaurant, under new Chef Ali 

Helm Bar *NEW* 
Fact: being a food reviewer opens you up to new 
experiences, ones you’d never get to on your own. 
Subtext: this is how a person like me ends up in 
a sports bar, albeit one with a rather classy view. 
Add to this I’ve never barracked for anyone, except 
on that once-a-year Aussie aberration we call the 
Melbourne Cup. So take my opinion here with a pinch of salt, because 
drinking amidst cries of ‘carn doggies’ is actually pretty rare. I threw down 
the soothing cucumber Ginny Hendricks ($18), with an Oriental Sweet 
Tart ($17) fast on its tail. Questionable name aside, it’s my sort of drink. 
It advances from the cloying (and ubiquitous) lychee martini domination, 
by tarting them up with lemon juice, orgeat syrup and Plymouth Gin. 
The newly arrived pizzas strike me as quite homey – but regional Italian 
specialists like Woolloomooloo’s Puntino Trattoria and Leichhardt’s 
Aperitivo usually provide my pizza fare. Toppings here are more exotic, 
like Peking Duck ($19.50), accentuated by oyster mushrooms, shallots, 
hoi sin sauce, chilli oil and a moist garnish of cucumber. I balance it against 
a Rocket and Parmesan Salad ($8) dressed with a simple yet effective 
balsamic vinaigrette. Seven-buck cocktails every Tuesday could make a 
sports fan of me yet.
Aquarium Wharf, 1 Wheat Road, Darling Harbour (02) 9290 1571
www.helmbar.com.au    Modern Australian/Pizza $$

Mr Cooper’s *NEW* By Alex Harmon 
Occupying the confused end of Oxford Street (I 
never know if I want a designer dress or a German 
sausage) is this new wine bar. While the name suggests 
masculinity (or beer) inside it’s feminine with a feathery 
ostrich theme, bright blue chairs and dusty coloured 
brick. Not a beer tap in sight, I go for a Chili and Passionfruit Martini ($17), 
easy on spice and heavy on fruit – turn up the heat, I say. The Carrot and 
Beetroot Salad ($13) arrives looking so glossy it should grace the cover of 
a magazine. Bundles of goats’ curd have us fighting to mop it up with cute 
Terracotta Baked Bread ($5). Lamb Kefta ($14) exceed expectations with 
a baba ganoush silkier than a Matt Preston cravat. However Garlic Prawns 
($15) were the unanimous winner, for the chunks of garlic and chorizo. 
Only a tapas bar in Spain would be game to serve this swimming in so 
much oil. Whoever thought to serve Doughnuts ($11/4) at a bar is king 
(but no relation to Donut King), only to be topped by the most impressive 
Bittersweet Chocolate Panna Cotta ($15) this side of town.  Ironic that Mr 
Brenner is staring at me from across the road. Cooper, you have my vote.
L438 Oxford Street, Paddington (02) 8084 5465 
www.mrcoopers.com.au
Bar Food/Cocktails $$

Blancmange *NEW* 
I slid back into Blancmange with the familiarity of 
catching up with an old friend; but change has been 
stirring in the form of a new young-gun chef. Nathan 
Brindle’s just twenty-four, but in this instance, take 
youth to mean forward thinking. His first round of 
changes include a tempting set of appetisers – the 
standout being airy Blood Pud. with White Bean and Golden Raisin ($4) 
– and a philosophy of making everything himself, from sourdough to soft 
cheese. The latter accompanies my first ode to the season, a beautifully 
presented plate of Mirrool Creek Lamb ($34) with Jerusalem artichoke and 
a tumble of smashed peas. It’s dabbed gently with preserved lemon puree, a 
cleverly piquant counter to both the richness and cheese. Since we’re already 
indulging, order his Chestnut Raviolo with Egg and Mushroom ($20) - it’s 
worth it just to see it split, oozing egg yolk and mascarpone cheese. If bikinis 
do beckon, lock lips on his loin of Swordfish ($34) uniquely complemented 
with fennel and bacon jam. While the food’s definitely tightened into what I’d 
say is Blancmange’s best, the plates are more kitsch; and tunes, an impressive 
array of art-rock with a decidedly French lean. Both suit the art-enriched 
space, lined with bottles from Ian Meggitt’s discerning list.
1 Station Street, Petersham (02) 9568 4644 
www.restaurantblancmange.com.au   Modern European $$$$

Bahmad (ex-Aqua Luna). He’s 
tweaked the formerly light and airy 
Spinach and Bulgarian Feta Burek 
($3.80/each) into a dainty cigar 
with fruity ancho chilli relish. Fried 
Cauliflower ($11) is compelling, and 
so lightly coated, it belies being fried. 
Vodka is the speciality, so drink a 
Zubrowka Bison Grass Vodka Spiced 
Apple Pie ($15) cocktail against Pork 
Belly, Speck and Apple Cider Vinegar 
Pierogi ($3/each); and Zoladkowa 
Orange and Clove ($9) vodka against 
the decadent Roasted Duck ($32). 
However it’s the creamy Squid Ink 
Risotto with Grilled Cuttlefish ($26) 
that really turns my head…
91 Riley Street, Darlinghurst (02) 
8090 3462 
www.foodsociety.com.au
Eastern European $$-$$$

INNER WEST

Restaurant Atelier 
It’s folly to imagine Darren 
Templeman’s three-course Mid Week 
Special ($70/head) is a pared back 
affair - it includes all the trimmings 
from amuse bouche to pre-dessert. 
Gagging for Thirlmere Goose ($24), 
I’m surprised to report it was his 
achingly tender Tasmanian Abalone 
with House-Smoked Pork Jowl, Enoki, 
Korean Master Soy and Nasturtium 
Leaves ($24) that most impressed. 
Darren demonstrates his mastery 
of flavours in this intricate dance of 
sea and smoky swine. Follow it with 
Grimaud Duckling ($36) glazed in 
caramel and Szechuan pepper, against 
a surprising Bloodwood Shiraz ($59). 
The Souffle’s ($15) the signature 
dessert for a reason, but I preferred 
the surprisingly salty Chocolate and 
Olive Oil Délice ($15). 

22 Glebe Point Road, Glebe  
(02) 9566 2112  
www.restaurantatelier.com.au
Modern European/French  $$$$  

Sokyo 
Restaurants that attract and hold 
career waiters, like Ema Tiller-Cordy, 
are usually excellent. Ema spent a 
month in training here before taking 
to the floor. Ergo, it’s unsurprising she 
can confidently design a personalised 
your-first-visit-to-Sokyo menu. She 
won me with Spicy Tuna Crispy Rice 
($20), deceptive nigiri sushi where 
luscious tuna hides a shock of crispy 
rice and earthy truffles. My eyes also 
widened at the wasabi-like squiggle 
atop of the Queensland (spanner 
crab) Roll ($21). It’s definitely playful 
food. Ema’s incredibly delicious menu 
also kept me hungry enough to enjoy 
a Dessert Tasting Plate ($26). The 
frothy white Miso Tapioca ($12) gave 
rise to my most wicked imaginings…
The Star, 80 Pyrmont Street (direct 
entrance on Union Street), Pyrmont 
(1800) 700 700
www.star.com.au/sokyo 
Modern Japanese/Fusion $$$$

NEWTOWN & ENVIRONS

Bau Truong 
IPark yourself under a looming 
ceiling of Chinese theatre masks to 
delve into the almost intimidating 
menu at this contemporary, next-
gen Vietnamese. A 333 Vietnamese 
Beer ($8) will take the edge off, 
against tasty Pork Stuffed Cassava 
Croquettes ($8) from the well-
priced bites list. Seas Snails in Spicy 
Coconut Sauce ($15) sees the 
adventurous diner rewarded with a 
lightly curried, briny coconut broth 

so delicious, you’ll want to slurp 
it! Continue the coconut lust into 
gently steamed Vietnamese Beef 
and Coconut Pate ($10) served on 
protruding sesame rice cracker wings. 
French-Vietnamese fans should also 
order the achingly tender Ox Tongue 
Braised in Red Wine ($15). Well-
priced wines as well…
185 Marrickville Road, Marrickville 
(02) 9569 4938 
www.bautruong.com.au
Vietnamese $$

GREATER SYDNEY

The Treehouse 
An Alice in Wonderland-themed 
first birthday made dining here 
especially playful. I suspect it’s like 
that all the time, considering the 

vintage, colourful and slightly off-kilter 
décor. Food is quite classic but well 
presented – like the Duck Liver Pate 
($18) served daintily with quince 
jam and cornichons, or the standout 
handbag-sized Pork Cutlet ($29). 
Cocktails scream of North Shore 9-5-
ers who desperately want to be ladies 
who lunch – like the Brad Pit-cher 
($33), a “handsome mix” of liqueurs, 
rose wine and elderflower. I choose a 
Scarlet Daiquiri ($17) with rhubarb, 
rum, pomegranate and maraschino 
liqueur because I’m actually from the 
dark side of the bridge. 
60 Miller Street, North Sydney
(02) 8458 8980 
www.thetreehousehotel.com.au
Cocktails/Modern Australian/Bar Food 
$$



Buy One Meal
Get One Free

* Weekdays only. One per customer
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The script won the Rodney Seaborn Award and was 
nominated for an Awgie, now audiences can see 
this fantastic story brought to life at the Australian 
premier in the Casula powerhouse.
Described as adventurous, dangerous and uplifting, 
this epic tale follows 12-year-old triplets whose 
father abandons them in the middle of the forest. 

Sound familiar? While it has all the 
beginnings of a classic fairytale formula, 
especially Hansel & Gretel, playwright 
Finegan Kruckemeyer wanted to see 
what would happen if he separated the 
three sisters to venture out on their 
own.
“Audiences deserve to have an 
interesting and unpredictable story told,” 
he says. “I needed to have the sisters 
at counterpoints to each other, doing 
different things. That really upped the 
stakes for me and made me work hard to 
never get lazy where I took them.” The 
sisters themselves are by no means lazy 
either. For twenty years they traverse the 
globe, fight Vikings, cross oceans, topple 
lighthouses, brave horrors before finding 
their way back to each other.
“Conceptually it is horrific,” he continues. 
“It’s important to have a notion of 

redemption and the sense that life can get 
better.” Although Kruckemeyer maintains his 

play is not about messages. “Kids can get lectured 
enough in theatre,” he explains. “It’s about watching 
lives being lived.” (ES)
Sep 26, Casula Powerhouse, 1 Casula Rd, 
Casula, $10-15, 9824 1121 
casulapowerhouse.com

WIN/WIN: POWER, PRIVILEGE AND MY LITTLE PONY

THIS GIRL LAUGHS, THIS GIRL CRIES, 
THIS GIRL DOES NOTHING

As the title hints, I want to sleep with Tom 
Stoppard by local writer and actor Toby Schmitz, 
presents somewhat of a theatrical ouroboros. 
The famed tail-eating snake, a symbol of self-
reflexivity, here grapples with the very nature 
of theatre, the way it’s viewed by the middle 
class mums and dads of the world, and what it 
means to the legion of aspiring and failing actors. 
The fact the script was workshopped by famed 
American playwright Edward Albee (Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?) just adds another shiny 
scale to the metaphor.
A rare family gathering, set literally next to 
a kitchen sink in an ironic nod to the grand 
tradition of kitchen-sink dramas, finds father 
Tom (Andrew McFarlane) newly returned from a 
dentistry conference in the States, while mother 
Jackie (Wendy Strehlow) has been keeping 

herself busy with yogalates and the plight of 
refugees. When wannabe performer and son 
Luke (Tom Stokes) brings his unpredictable 
f*&k, actress Sarah (Caroline Brazier) into the 
mix, predictably, fireworks erupt. It’s a course-
by-course play of power, words, and burnt 
chocolate mousse, in which the actors shine 
and the pacing is crisp thanks to director Leland 
Kean. The only complaint would be with such 
clever, tight writing, there isn’t more of it - there 
is the sense I want to sleep with Tom Stoppard 
could end up being dynastic in scope, operatic in 
delivery. Watch this snake. (AB)
Until Sep 22, The Bondi Pavilion Theatre, 
Queen Elizabeth Drive, Bondi Beach, $25-
33 ($42 beer, taco, show), 1300 241 167, 
rocksurfers.org

Feeling a little apathetic? Award-winning media 
maker and performer Leon Ewing’s latest work 
is sure to get you thinking. “The show is a bit of 
a wake-up call,” he says. “It forces the audience 
to confront their complicity in systems of 
exploitation.” The dark comedy is set as a de-
motivational seminar that blends current affairs 
and political satire into a PowerPoint presentation 
of internet meme, sexy dance moves and 
puppetry. “The main character is the embodiment 
of evil and is on an international speaking tour 
encouraging the audience to do more evil,” he 
explains.
The show has toured to all corners of Australia 
including Freemantle, Hobart, Adelaide and 
Brisbane, but it was during a trip to Europe where 
the seed was planted. “I found a mask maker 
down a tiny alleyway in Florence and that mask 
totally drove the direction of the work from 
then on. The actual content of the work comes 

from my own nihilistic frustration at some of the 
humanist myths we live by.” Clearly this show is 
not for the faint-hearted and has been described 
as ‘genuinely disturbing’ and ‘a confrontational 
mind game’. Ewing himself describes the one-hour 
performance as “very fucking dark”. Would it be 
too twee to suggest the play was spawned from 
wanting to make a difference?
“So much of our information is either propaganda 
or commercially driven,” he continues. “The ideas 
behind activism are entirely ideologically driven 
and I think that’s dangerous - and a trap. When 
we can move beyond ideological thought there is 
much more potential for positive change.” Let’s 
just hope the road to hell isn’t paved with good 
theatrical intentions. (ES)
Sep 13-22, Pact Theatre, 107 Railway Parade, 
Erskineville, $20-26, 9560 9167, 2012.
sydneyfringe.com

I WANT TO 
SLEEP WITH TOM 

STOPPARD

If you want heated debate and controversy, just 
start a religious debate. It’s a topic of discussion 
bound to be wrought with hurt feelings, offended 
sensibilities and even name-calling. It is a subject 

most of us steer clear from in day to day life. Most 
of us, but not Jake Nielson and Matt Predny, writers 
of the brand new hit musical An Atheist’s Guide 
to the Galaxy, an uproarious new musical about 
one boy’s journey from religion to atheism and 
“everything in between”.
I spoke to Matt and Jake about the production, one 
that in this day and age, is sure to be provocative. 
“The piece was created as the love child of our 
opinions on religion. We wanted to satirise religion 
but explore it through music theatre as we both 
had a strong passion.”
As is to be expected, the production process was 
not without its troubles. “When we first produced 
the musical we had promotional material removed 
from public spaces. It didn’t contain offensive 
content per-se, but the word atheist seemed to rub 
people the wrong way.”
Australia is a country in which a large majority still 
identify as religious, so The Atheist’s Guide is sure 
to offend, challenge and provoke...but also entertain 
and enlighten. “While the show has an agenda, the 
most important aspect of the show is the comedy 
and entertainment value. We’ve worked really hard 
to make sure that the style and tone is that of a 
vibrant Broadway comedy.” (JB)
Sep 15-23, Sidetrack Theatre, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville, $15, 9560 9167 
2012.sydneyfringe.com

THE ATHEIST’S GUIDE 
TO THE GALAXY



On Tuesdays throughout the 
season, visitors get access to the 
extensive permanent exhibitions 
as well as live music, bars, 
performances and interactive 
games. (LL)
Until Oct 30, The Australian 
Museum, 6 College St, Sydney, $14, 
9320 6000, jurassiclounge.com
LUMINOUS Art Kinetica’s 
first caper into theatre takes 
innovation to new heights – 
that is, covered in illusory UV 
bodypaint while performing 
circus tricks. This 45-minute 
blacklight circus experience is 
part of the Sydney Fringe Festival 
and features six standalone acts 
including acrobatics, poi, hula 
hooping, diablo and juggling. (ES)
Until Sep 20, Pact Theatre, 107 
Railway Pde, Erskineville, $20-26, 
9560 9167, 2012.sydneyfringe.com
LUNCH HOUR A dark, 
contemporary comedy about 
what we do to get through 
the day, It is an intelligent, 
entertaining and challenging 
insight into the frustrations of 
six struggling artists. The latest 
collaboration between acclaimed 
director Kate Gaul and writer 
Chris Aronsten deftly explores 
the themes of failure, control and 
isolation. (PB)
Until Oct 7, Darlinghurst Theatre 
Company, 19 Greenknowe Ave, 
Potts Point, $28-38, 8556 9987, 
darlinghursttheatre.com

comedy 

Thursday September 13
Catch a Rising Comic: Sean 
Woodland & featuring DAVE 
SMIEDT – Laugh Garage ($10)
FRESH! Improv Night – Roxbury 
Hotel 
‘A Mic in Hand’ Comedy Night – 
The Friend in Hand ($8-10)
THE BIGGEST COMEDY SHOW 
ON EARTH – Comedy Store 
($10-30)
Wil Anderson: Wilarious – 
Comedy Store ($30-40)

Friday September 14
THE BIGGEST COMEDY SHOW 
ON EARTH – Comedy Store ($10-
30)
Sean Woodland, Alice Fraser, Marty 
Bright, Christina Davis & featuring 
DAVE SMIEDT– Laugh Garage ($20)
MC Kristin Boesenberg, Dane Hiser, 
Scott Thompson, Matthew Reddy – 
STAR BAR ($10)
Wil Anderson: Wilarious – Comedy 
Store ($30-40) 

Saturday September 15 
 Brett Nichols with Matt Elsbury 
and Special Guests  – Happy 
Endings ($25)
Sean Woodland, Alice Fraser, Marty 
Bright, Christina Davis & featuring 
DAVE SMIEDT – Laugh Garage 
($20)
MC Kristin Boesenberg, Jenny 
Campbell, Barry Hamilton, Brent 

Thorp – Star Bar ($10)
THE BIGGEST COMEDY SHOW 
ON EARTH – Comedy Store 
($10-30)
Wil Anderson: Wilarious – 
Comedy Store ($30-40)

Sunday September 16
Phuklub! – Roxbury Hotel 
Wil Anderson: Wilarious – 
Comedy Store ($30-40)

Monday September 17
Comedy Lounge – Café Lounge 
($8-10)
Fringe Bar Comedy – Fringe Bar 
($10-25)

Tuesday September 18
Improv Tuesdays: KIDDIE TIME 
TUESDAY!  – Roxbury Hotel 
($7.50-15)
Karaoke – Laugh Garage

Wednesday September 19
Comedy on the Rox – The 
Roxbury Hotel ($15-17)
Open Mic Night – Laugh Garage 
($10)

THeATRe & 
PeRFoRmANce

CONVERSATION PIECE In this 
brand new work by Belvoir St 
and Lucy Guerin Inc., actors and 
dancers will be put both under 
the spotlight and on the spot. The 
performances are not only set to 
be spontaneous and humorous, 

but also a deeper depiction of the 
wonders and trappings of modern 
communication. (IB)
Until Sep 16, Belvoir Street Theatre, 
25 Belvoir St, Surry Hills, $42-62, 
9699 3444, belvoir.com.au
FEARLESS Milk Crate Theatre’s 
latest production is its most 
ambitious yet and about delving 
deeply into the issue of loneliness 
and isolation particularly from 
the perspective of those on the 
fringes of society. Carriageworks 
director Lisa Havilah says, 
“Fearless is an authentic, powerful 
production which has the rare 
quality of being transformative 
for both performers and 
audiences.”(WF)
Until Sep 22, Carriageworks,  245 
Wilson St, Eveleigh, $25-25, 
carriageworks.com.au
THE HIDING PLACE Imagine 
having to reconsider everything 
you know. This is the crux of 
Kendall Feaver’s enchanting piece. 
It combines a classic fairytale with 
a refreshing modern twist, blurring 
the line between innocence 
and growth, right and wrong, 
obedience and independence. 
‘Simple yet complex’ best 
describes this show. (GF)
Until Sep 15, Studio 1, Wharf Theatre 
Pier 4/5, Hickson Road, Walsh Bay, 
$20-32, 9270 2400, atyp.com.au
JURASSIC LOUNGE transforms 
the Australian Museum into a 
funky space full of fun events. 
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THE MERGER tells the story of 
what happens when a Victorian 
town is forced to recruit asylum 
seekers to save their dying 
footy club. Callinan plays eight 
characters. This one-man play 
was nominated for Best Show 
at Melbourne’s International 
Comedy Festival. (ES)
Sep 18-29, Seymour Centre, Cnr of 
City Rd & Cleveland St, Chippendale, 
$22-33, 9351 7940, seymourcentre.
com
RIDE In Jane Bodie’s play, the 
darkness and confusion is 
shared between an uncertain 
couple who in their attempts to 
reclaim the past demonstrate 
the true intensity of intimacy and 
relationships. (GF)
Until Sep 16, Old 505 Theatre, 
Suite 505, 342 Elizabeth St, Surry 
Hills, $18-25, 9560 9167, 2012.
sydneyfringe.com
SEA PROJECT In this exciting 
new work of migration and love, 
director Paige Rattray is teamed 
up again with one of Australia’s 
hottest playwrights, Elise Hearst. 
Partly inspired by Hearst’s family 
history and her grandmother’s 
escape from WWII Poland, the 
complex love story follows Bob 
who finds Eva washed up on the 
shore with a missing a finger and a 
lost memory. (ES)
Until Sep 29, Griffin SBW Stables 
Theatre, 10 Nimrod St, Kings Cross, $15-
30, 9361 3817 griffintheatre.com.au

THE SPLINTER This new 
Australian work by Hilary Bell 
explores the concept of missing 
– what happens to those who 
are left behind when a loved one 
suddenly disappears and what 
effect that devastating void has 
when they miraculously return.  
(WF)
Until Sep 15, Wharf  Theatre, Pier 
4, Hickson Rd, Walsh Bay, $35-79, 
9250 1777, sydneytheatre.org.au
VERNON GOD LITTLE DBC 
Pierre’s Booker Prize-winning 
contemporary novel has now 
been adapted for the stage by 
Tanya Ronder and presented 
by New Theatre. Based on the 
commercialization of the horror 
genre that underlines the present 
state of destructive American 
youth, it is a startlingly murky 
satire founded on isolation. (GH)
Until Sep 15, New Theatre, 542 King 
St, Newtown, $10-30, 1300 131 
188, newtheatre.org.au
WRECKING explores the 
issues of homelessness and the 
unbeknown similarities between 
Sydney’s richest and poorest 
inhabitants. The play examines 
the precise moment when 
passions collide and seemingly 
disconnected lives interlock. (KD)
Until Oct 6, The Old Fitzroy Theatre, 
Cnr Dowling & Cathedral Sts, 
Woolloomooloo, $21-33, 1300 241 
167, rocksurfers.org

Love Thee is a collection of visually exquisite vignettes exploring 
the meaning of love. Through a combination of puppetry, visual arts, 
contemporary movement and humour, the creative team of Horizon 
Theatre seek answers.
Director of this internationally award-winning production, Maddy 
Slabacu, always wanted to create something about creation and love. 
She was inspired by the age old question ‘What is love?’ and hopes 
the show will provide a lovely journey into the fun, beauty and 
mystery of this elusive subject.
Love Thee is showing as part of the Sydney Fringe Festival at the 
Greek Theatre, a venue that Maddy describes as “the real McCoy” 
and very welcoming. When asked what is love? “Something that can’t 
be measured but can measure you,” she replied. That’s one answer. 
Get your tickets to the show to see the other interpretations and 
explanations. (SP)
Sep 14-15, The Greek Theatre, Building 36, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville, $17-20, 9560 9167, 2012.sydneyfringe.com

NSW’s premier festival for alternative, emerging and 
undiscovered artists, The Sydney Fringe, is back this September 
and that means for a month the Factory Theatre in Marrickville 
becomes the home of raunchy, edgy and downright naughty 
comedy.
This year’s line up features a mix of new comers, old hats and 
a couple of faces you might recognise but can’t remember how. 
The curator’s have been hard at work selecting a wide range 
of comedic acts that represent the current face of Australian 
comedy. From the hilarious musings of Damien Power to 
the musical gifts that are Smart Casual and all the riotous 
improvisational skills of Bear Pack.
It’s certainly an excellent opportunity to get out and about and 
whether you’re supporting young talent, pushing your comfort 
zone or just using it as an excuse to get out of Newtown, 
there’s plenty of lolz to be had. (NH)
Until Sep 30, The Factory Theatre, 105 Victoria Road, 
Marrickville, ticket prices vary, 9020 6980, 
2012.sydneyfringe.com 

SydNey FRINGe comedy

LoVe THee

While watching the Rowan Atkinson Tribute Show and seeing 
director Stephen Carnell chuckling along with the rest of the 
audience, a man who’s seen the nuts and bolts of every sketch 
over and over again, you know it’s going to be a good one. Sitting 
in the cabaret-style seating of the Bordello Theatre at the Kings 
Cross Hotel, in front of a minimalist set with high expectations, 
the audience won’t be disappointed. The show is a tribute to the 
Rowan Atkinson in Review productions of the eighties, featuring 
a selection of the best and most relevant sketches that came 
to embody the English comedian. Star of the show, Gabriel 
McCarthy nails the physicality and elastic facial expressions of 
Atkinson’s trademark style and it’s impossible not to laugh out 
loud when he inhabits the various eccentric characters. There 
have been some slight changes to adapt to a modern, Aussie 
audience, lines were added, the English accent is removed and 
some sketches were cut entirely but the essential elements of 
Atkinson’s style of comedy are truly timeless. “Thirty years after 
Rowan Atkinson did this show live in London, it’s as fresh and as 
funny as ever,” says Carnell. “Rowan’s humour is as timeless as 
Greek Tragedy.” (LL)
Sep 26-Nov 28 (Wed only), Bordello Theatre, Level 4, Kings 
Cross Hotel, Kings Cross, $25
rowantribute.eventbrite.com.au

RoWAN ATKINSoN 
TRIBUTe SHoW
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T H E  N A K E D  C I T Y

By Coffin Ed, Miss dEaTH & Jay KaTz

The local government elections are done and 
dusted but one issue that never came to light during 
the various campaigns was the question of drones, 
those lightweight remote controlled unmanned 
aerial vehicles that are set to revolutionize the urban 
landscape in the not too distant future.

We are all familiar with their military use, 
particularly when deployed by the current 
Us administration in their battle against 
terrorists and insurgents. and locally the Gillard 
Government is considering the purchase of a 
maritime focused spy drone fleet at a cost of $3 
billion, not to mention unconfirmed reports the 
Us have already flown spy drones out of a south 
australian base.
However, it’s the domestic application that we 
really need to focus upon, particularly when 
drones are tipped to become as common place 
as PCs and mobile phones within two to three 
years. The nightmare scenario is the air space 
over sydney will soon become saturated with 
thousands of hovering drones as they are utilised 
by everybody from the police, through the 
paparazzi to junk mail pamphleteers.
Legislation will need to be evoked to control 
their movement but at the local government 
level they are set to become as controversial 
as parking meters and bicycle paths. Chances 
are the latter are set to become obsolete as 
why risk a parking fine when you can send a 
drone down to the supermarket to pick up 
your groceries or go on a virtual ride through 
Centennial Park without the worry of a 
puncture.

In years to come it’s predicted that almost every 
sydney household will have its own personal 
drone, ready to run any kind of suburban errand, 
spy on the noisy neighbours next door or look 
for the family pooch whenever it goes missing. 
your average Kmart drone will be financially 
accessible to even the poorest families but those 
on higher incomes will look to the more high 
tech, prestigious models. Branded with designer 
names they will have the ability to fly at twice 
the speed of the average drone and shoot down 
any slower vehicles that get in their way.
Pizza delivery will be slashed to a matter of 
minutes as every night in sydney, thousands of 
flying Pepperonis, Margheritas and supremes jet 
across the evening sky, guided by GPs to even 
the highest of high rise windows or descending 
to reach the lowest of basement flats. your 
friendly local postman will soon be replaced 
by a drone and even Mormon missionaries will 
employ drones to knock on your door and 
deliver a pre-recorded message.
naturally the drones will deliver a financial 
bonanza to state and local government 
authorities as all manner of fees and taxes are 
applied. drones will need to be licensed and 
carry third party insurance and penalties will be 
applied for any drone that brings down native 
fauna like ibis and cockatoos (although they will 
also be used to cull the latter).
in the late 1970s they laughed when the boffins 
predicted that computers would take over our 
lives. if the thought of a drone driven society 
scares the hell out of you, it’s time to dispel 
those immediate fears and just think of the 
benefits - like piping hot pizza delivered direct to 
your lounge room window!

ATTACK OF THE DRONES!

‘The “I have a dream” mural in 
newtown is not only one of 
Sydney’s most iconic pieces of 
street art, but an intrinsic part of 
the suburb. So it’s fitting that Mark 
Dundas’ series of photographs 
was about depicting the diverse 
subcultures in newtown as a way 
to document a story of tolerance, 
acceptance and diversity.
Punters will be given the privilege 
to see the inspiring exhibition 
dundas was working on just before 
his unexpected death in 2008. The 
black & white photo series was shot 
in newtown over many years and 
anyone who has ever stepped foot 
in the vibrant suburb will appreciate 
his passion for his favourite area in 
sydney. 
opening night is Thursday, 13th 
september at 6:30pm. (Es)
Until Oct 8, Berkelouw Books, 
6-8 O’Connell St, Newtown, free, 
9557 1777
berkelouw.com.au 

18th BIENNALE: ALL OUR 
RELATIONS The name of the 
game this year is all our relations, 
delving into collaboration, 
conversation and connection. 
There is a sense of optimism and 
renewal and a refreshing turn 
away from modernist principles of 
negativity, separation and isolation 
that have pervaded the arts for so 
long. (KB)
Until Sep 16, various venues, free, 
8484 8700, bos18.com
DEEP OCEANS looks at how 
people have explored the earth’s 
oceans, and the sorts of crazy 
creatures you will find in its 
depths. The exhibition is packed 

full of information you can peruse 
while the lighting and visual effects 
give the impression you’re actually 
under the ocean. (LGi)
Until Oct 14, Australian Museum, 6 
College Street, Sydney, $17, 9320 
6000, australianmuseum.net.au
FASHION FLASHBACK: 
PHOTOGRAPHY’S GLAMOUR 
STORY EXPOSED The history 
of our nation’s trendy seams is 
unveiled in a showcase of over 30 
photographs in which the lens has 
pinpointed australian fashion icons. 
Take a peek at the glamorous trail 
of australian fashion photography 
and you’re sure to be delighted. 
(Ca) Until late Dec, State Library, 
Macquarie St, Sydney, free, 9273 1414, 

THE GARDEN OF EARTHLY 
DELITES Kate Dunn’s exhibition is 
full of intricate porcelain sculptures 
of plants, but her dainty portrayal 
of species that should be green and 
bursting with colour are instead 
white and sterile. The sculptures 
are like pressed flowers in the 
pages of a book; lovely, yet shadows 
of the real thing that may soon be 
lost. a reflection on climate change 
and urbanisation. (HC)
Until Sep 29, Metalab, 10B Fitzroy Pl, 
Surry Hills, free, 8354 1398 metalab.
com.au
LEGO COLOSSEUM , The 
Nicholson Museum is Australia’s 
first museum to have a fixed LEGo 
exhibition and curator Michael 

Turner hopes it will inspire people 
of all ages to take an interest in 
history and the Roman civilisation.  
(yP)
Until Feb 2013, Nicholson Museum, 
University of Sydney, southern 
entrance of the Quadrangle, free, 
9351 2812, sydney.edu.au/museums
THE LOOKOUT Locust Jones 
dominates with a 100 metre 
drawing of frantic strokes, which 
reflects the fast paced flow of 
information in modern society. 
Jones’ dark blues and oranges 
are joined by the fading pastels of 
Justine Varga who uses photography 
to produce beautiful images of 
everyday objects. (LR)
Until Oct 13, National Art School, 
Forbes Street, Darlinghurst, free, 9339 
8686, nas.edu.au
MYTHICA George Raftopoulos’ 
latest exhibition, goes further 
into his investigation of Greek 
mythology and mythological 
constricts. The canvas serves to 
encapsulate everyday experiences, 
to seek and celebrate the ʻnormalʻ 

and mundane while providing 
a platform that raises such 
characters beyond the banal onto 
modern day icons. (Es)
Until Oct 13, MCLEMOI Gallery, 45 
Chippen Street, Chippendale, free, 
9698 8177, mclemoi.com
UNDER 12, UNDER 20 award-
winning australian photographer 
Ella dreyfus interest in people 
motivated her to build on her 
previously acclaimed collection, 
Under Twelve and put forward 
arguably her most sensitive and 
profound work to date. The 
collection of photos, which revisits 
the 12 boys and is a celebration of 
growth. (Cd)
Until Oct 6, Stills Gallery, 36 Gosbell 
St, Paddington, free, 9331 7775, 
stillsgallery.com.au
VIBRATION Through optical 
illusions and kinetic effects, 
artists from Brazil; Venezuela; and 
argentina turn observer into 
participant. (yP)
Until Sep 14, University Art Gallery, 

University of Sydney, northern entrance 
of the Quadrangle, free, 9351 6883, 
sydney.edu.au/museums
WHAT THE BIRDS KNEW  This 
work is inspired by a long history 
of concerns over the use of nuclear 
power and its impact in australia 
and Japan. a vivid and beautiful 
exhibition. (TP)
Until Sep 22, A4 Centre for 
Contemporary Asian Art, 181-187 Hay 
St, Sydney, free, 9212 0380, 4a.com.au
WINNING SKY PHOTOS: 
DAVID MARLIN 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARD Thanks to the sydney 
observatory, and a talented group 
of astrophotographers, the average 
punter can now get a little closer 
to the stars than before. The david 
Marlin awards for the best sky 
photos of 2012 is now on display, 
showcasing the winning entries 
from around australia. (KB)
Until Oct 26, Sydney Observatory, 
Observatory Hill, The Rocks, free, 9921 
3485, sydneyobservatory.com.au

NEWTOWN, I HAVE A DREAM

What do you get when you gather together the 
work of 12 artists with cultural backgrounds as 
varied as Korean, Chinese, filipino, European, 
Middle Eastern and a couple of aussies from who 
knows what origins? you end up with a collection 
that unintentionally showcases our country’s 
diversity. So perhaps it’s not surprising the group 
call themselves the ‘Red-back Spiders’, a species 
that is quintessentially australian yet has relatives 
throughout the world.
“We’re an eclectic lot, but what we have in 
common is a passion to express ourselves in 
painting,” explains Di Grinter, one of the artists.
Much of their art reflects this diversification. 
Landscapes encompass everything from sweeping 
rural scenes to red-hot gums to lapping blue-green 
waters. depictions of flora and fauna are dainty, 
cute, dramatic or even ethereal. and abstracts 
range from the bold and dazzling to the quirky and 
intriguing.
“My paintings are based on harmonising conflicting 
concepts, sometimes east and west, while focussing 
on an Australian theme,” says another artist, Hyun 
Ju Lee.

Unlike their namesakes, you don’t have to worry 
about the bite with these guys. “We don’t feel the 
need to confront or challenge, it’s the aesthetic 
side of art that appeals to us,” Di adds. (CS)
Sep 24-30, Tap Gallery, 278 Palmer St, 
Darlinghurst, free, tapgallery.org.au

RED-BACK SPIDERS

H
yun Ju Lee, a

ustralian story

sl.nsw.gov.au



BOB MOULD - SILVER AGE
Music that’s both user-friendly and viciously 
rockin’ is hard to find, but veteran member of 
Husker Du and pop-punk band Sugar, Bob Mould 
has returned to classic form; creating an album 
of upliftingly loud melodies that betrays none of 
its propelling ferocity. Well-crafted and concise, 
the live-sounding record is a quick 40 minutes 
of power. From the scornful and thumping 
opener Star Machine, to the super-saturated 

guitars and pounding cymbals of The Briefest Moment, Mould conquers the 
subjects of fame, cynicism, age and sexuality with a passionate aplomb not seen 
since Sugar’s heyday. The droning effect of songs like the descending Steam 
of Hercules and Angels Rearrange covers much of the album’s lyrical drive, 
however. Not that it detracts much from the no frills, massive sound of the 
flowing 10-track release. Indeed, many of the tracks merge into each other 
so seamlessly that they’re hard to distinguish, in the most complimentary way. 
Inspiring hardcore, punk and indie rock acts (like the Foo Fighters) for decades, 
Bob Mould has created an equally potent bookend to Sugar’s anthemic Copper 
Blue. (JM)

 

This Thursday September 13th at the 
Standard, funk/soul collective Sola Rosa will 
be performing in order to promote their 
newest album Low and Behold, High and 
Beyond. The group, while a musical four piece, 
are joined onstage by five vocalists all with 
their own distinct and individual styles giving 
this act a high voltage live presence. Across 
town, ‘Femme Locale’ at the Basement is 
a showcase of local emerging female artist 
with the specific aim of promoting promising 
talent. The night will feature Rainbow Chan, 
Miss Little, Lucy B and Lily So and the 
Basement will also act as a space for visual 
artists to display their artworks.
On Friday September 14th local hip-hop 
label Big Village Records will be celebrating 
the release of their latest compilation Big 
Things Volume Two which features tunes 
from a whole host of Sydney artists such 
as Ellesquire, Daily Meds, True Vibe Nation 
and heaps more. It just so happens that the 
aforementioned acts will be performing on 

the night and since the last few Big Village 
Record nights have been sell outs you’d best 
act quick if you want to get along to it. It’s 
at the Oxford Arts Factory. At the Metro 
Theatre, New York singer-songwriter Ingrid 
Michaelson will be playing a show in honour 
of her fifth studio album Human Again. 
Michaelson’s most personal album to date has 
also been her most successful; making waves 
in the US Indie charts and propelling her to 
heights of recognition previously garnered 
by the likes of Feist and Regina Spektor. She’s 
supported on the night by fellow American 
musician Greg Laswell.
On Saturday September 15th, over at the 
Sandringham Hotel, the latest installment of 
‘Eat Noise’ is taking place and involves 18 
local acts over three stages. Acts such as 
Mercury Sky, Surrender The Sun and Bellisura 
will be performing and as added incentive 
to attend: $5 from each ticket sold will head 
towards the Starlight Children’s Foundation, 
not to mention that the ‘Sando’, besieged 

financially by the banks, could probably use a 
little extra support right now to stay open as 
a local live music venue.
Sunday September 16th sees indie singer-
songwriter Lanrae take the Vanguard stage 
to preview material she wrote with young 
indigenous women that she spent time with 
in the Northern Territory. Her debut single 
Dancer is currently receiving national airplay 
and the young lady is gaining repute for her 
deeply introspective and heartfelt lyrics that 
are often frank, yet powerful and moving. 
Lanrae will be supported on the night by 
Anikiko and Elisha Keen.
Finally, on Monday September 17th, you 
can catch the Greg Coffin Trio when they 
perform at 505. Pianist Greg Coffin has been 
a player on the Sydney jazz scene for many 
years and he’ll be joined by Cameron Undy 
on bass and Nic Cecire on drums as they 
showcase tunes from their recent album, the 
uniquely titled It’s Neither Either Or. It’s Both 
And. (IS)

LIVE WIRE

OLLO - APE DELAY 
Sydney synth duo Ollo present a third album 
of blips, beeps and whirs and continue their 
trend of creating sounds that resemble the 
murmur of mechanical machines at a robot 
cocktail party. Ape Delay is a quirky pop 
album with a cascade of hooks; embodied 
in the mechanical assembly of the music’s 
synthesised instrumentation and topped off 
with clever lyrics delivered in a style inspired 
more by 80s synth pop than Kraftwerk. The 

single and album opener Transistor Resistor paints a sonic picture that 
conjures imagery of robot manufacture on a factory conveyor belt and 
All The Bored proceeds similarly before opening up into an sprawling 
electronic jam. Album highlight Burn More Coal begins with a potentially 
prophetic lyric, “Do you give them a kiss and forget their name?/Leave all 
your love at your own front door and fall into the sun”, before launching 
into a dark urgent groove and questioning the rate at which we’re 
torpedoing towards the metaphorical end of the line, while the emotive Full 
Stop Blue signs off the album beautifully. Ape Delay may immediately sound 
as though it’s the soundtrack to an old Commodore 64 video game but it’s 
a serious achievement in marrying concept with good songwriting. (IS)

 

HAT FITZ & CARA - WILEY WAYS
The energy of blues and roots albums never 
ceases to amaze me, and Hat Fitz and Cara’s 
album Wiley Ways offers up more raw 
energy than a bush band on a hot tin roof. 
The infectious clap-along first track Power 
hits you with the happiest tin whistle tune 
ever heard. Backed by a picking blues guitar 
and the zinging atmosphere of a live crowd, 
Cara’s sultry voice introduces the thigh-

slapping track, before revving up to a gospel call and response that Aretha 
Franklin herself would be proud of. Wiley Ways turns left and right in the 
overlapping worlds of country, blues and folk music,fueledby the vigour of 
Cara’s scratching washboard and painted with beautiful contrasts between 
her bellowing folk strains andHat’s gritty blues voice. Buried deep in an 
album infused with country blues of Hat’s guitar and banjo is a hike-up-
your-pants jig called Sine, payinghomageto the couple’s Irish heritage. The 
tin whistle returns in Go Daddy over a marching beat on Cara’s washboard 
(momentarily posing as a military-issued snare), though it is tracks like Red 
Rattler and Company Underground whichserve up the classic foot-stamping 
country blues worthy of a spin at Shady Pines. (EB)

   

Meet Le Gateau Chocolat: the beautiful, brown, 
big-breasted baritone who aims to set souls 
soaring. Complete with wig, makeup and enough 
colourful lycra to teach Lady Gaga a thing or 
two, Gateau returns to Sydney Opera House to 
entertain, inspire and humour a diverse audience.
“The heart of what I do is storytelling and making 
connections with people. The drag - sure, people 
find it visually interesting - but for those who just 
want to close their eyes and go with the music, 
that’s very much what I like.”
Gateau said his transition into performance 
occurred very organically. He cites a wide range of 
influences and artists he covers, from Radiohead 
to Sinead O’Connor and Frank Sinatra. But 
the eccentric performer goes well and beyond 
simply entertaining, hoping to inspire his audience 
through his theatrics to not judge.
“Writing the show, I was adamant that - regardless 
of the fact that I’m gay and Nigerian and have a law 
degree - I wanted to show that those things don’t 
matter. There are so many things that connect us 
- we want to wake up with someone, we want to 
fall in love, we want to have butterflies. These are 
the things that are important to me.”
When asked how he would describe a typical 
show, Gateau simply said: “Honest. Fiercely so.” 
(GF)
Sep 15-23, The Playhouse, Sydney Opera 
House, Macquarie St, Sydney, $37-40, 9560 
9167, 2012.sydneyfringe.com

LE GATEAU 
CHOCOLAT

Rainbow Chan

SURES - STARS
Sures are an indie garage band that border on 
surf-culture pop with an overall sound that 
brings thoughts of a younger and more modern 
Beach Boys to mind.
With an expletive-ridden first song called Stars, 
which takes a dig at the world of groupies, 
their five-track EP of the same name has got 
youthful attitude written all over it. Second 
song, Poseidon conjures images of a classic 

high school band playing the slow-dance song during a typical American 
prom scene. By the third and super short track The Sun, the energetic 
momentum that set the tone of this promising EP begins to wane. The very 
simple musical arrangement of Romeo has some clever anti-love lyrics that 
begin to recapture interest but the ethereal harmonies on final track, L.A, 
fail to measure up to the standard Sures set right off the bat. A full album 
would give them room to grow into their melodic strengths and a chance to 
produce some varied upbeat hits, be sure to keep an eye out for it. (LL)
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On the surface, Last Will looks like a run-of-the-mill 
detective movie set in the icy starkness of Stockholm. 
However, it delivers a far more complex crime than your 
average detective story.
Based on the sixth of Liza Marklund’s series of bestsellers, 
the film follows journalist Annika Bengtzon (Malin Crepin) 
after she witnesses a high-profile murder at a prestigious 

Nobel banquet. Bengtzon is forced to investigate the 
murder of the visionary Nobel board member under the 
guise of writing a gossip piece, while her tabloid paper 
goes for a sensationalist terrorism angle. It was a treat to 
watch her grapple with bioethics, assassins, and trying to 
make it work with her husband. Last Will is a smart thriller 
not just for fans of detective novels. (HC) www1/2
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BERNIE Bernie Tiede 
(Jack Black) is a unique 
character, loved by all 
in the Texas town of 
Carthage. Esteemed funeral 
director and community 
leader, no-one suspects 
his motives when he 
befriends wealthy but 
generally despised widow 
Marjorie Nugent (Shirley 
MacLaine). (CC) WWWW

BOURNE LEGACY Aaron 
Cross (Jeremy Renner) is 
an undercover operative 
trying to get by. When 
his fellow genetically 
enhanced spies start dying 
he realises he has to go 
‘off the reservation’. The 
movie’s action scenes have 
everything you would 
expect. (PS) WWW½

BRAVE Merida (Kelly 
Macdonald) is a fiery 
Scottish princess with a 
passion for her freedom 
and a love of archery. But 
when it comes time to 
hang up her bow and fulfil 
family tradition she will 
do anything to change her 
fate. (ATS) WWWW

THE CAMPAIGN Smarmy 
congressman Cam Brady 
(Will Ferrell) is the ideal 
pawn for the Motch 
brothers (Dan Aykroyd 
and John Lithgow), that 
is until one outrageous 
scandal sees Brady slipping 
in the polls, forcing them 
to draft the lovable town 
dag Monty Huggins (Zach 
Galifianakis) to be the next 
frontrunner. (ES) WWW½

CHINESE TAKEAWAYA 
film about the absurdities 
of life,  little acts of 
kindness and gingerly 
opening one’s heart. 
Seemingly lighthearted 
yet not, it explores 
the depths of human 
existence in a friendly 
manner. (TP) WWW

CINEMA CLASSICS IN 
DIGITAL Sydney’s most 
iconic cinema is showing 
some of the most 
spectacular films of the 
20th century looking better 
than ever in a season of 
digitally remastered movie 
classics. With Spielberg 
blockbusters to the classic 
musicals, there is something 
for everyone. (PB) Until 
Dec 2, Hayden Orpheum

THE EXPENDABLES 2 
Sylvester Stallone leads 
an all-star ensemble of 
action heroes in a revival 
of a very welcome genre 
of classic, old-school 
action. It is, and what 
should be, THE definition 
of an action movie. It is 
a testosterone-filled ride 
with impressive macho 
stunts, guns, bullets and 
wisecracks. (JR) WWWW
 

HOLY MOTERS Some 
might label it ‘experimental’ 
or ‘avant-garde’, but if 
you’re not one to waste 
copious amounts of time 
pretentiously creating 
metaphors and meaning 
out of nothing in a faux-
British accent, the only 
appropriate word you 
will use to describe this 
film is ‘crap’. (GF) WW

HOPE SPRINGS This sweet 
and simple film proves love 
is about the small gestures. 
Thanks to the high quality 
cast this film is easy to 
watch, witty, and at times 
moving. (SP) WWW

KATH AND KIMDERELLA 
Those foxy morons from 
Fountain Lakes are back, 
along with second best 
friend Sharon Strzelecki 
(Magda Szubanski), to 
star in their very own big 
screen fairy tale. Plenty 
of laughs to be had. It’s 
noice, it’s different, and we 
like it. (LL) WWWW

LATIN AMERICAN FILM 
FESTIVAL showcases the 
diversity and vitality of Latin 
culture. The festival is a non 
profit series of events with 
all money raised supporting 
community projects. This 
year the films selected are 
dramatic, humorous and 
biographical. (LR) Until 
Sep 14, various cinemas

LORE This German/
Australian co-production is 
a fascinating exploration of 
an unusual topic, the effect 
of Nazism on its children.  
The movie centres on the 
post war journey of Lore 
(Saskia Rosendahl) and her 
four siblings who are the 
offspring of Nazi parents.  A 
well acted and beautifully 
shot film, Lore is a journey 
towards an uncomfortable 
truth. (LR) WWW½

LOVE After losing contact 
with Earth, Captain Lee 
Miller becomes stranded 
aboard the International 
Space Station. When the 
reality of isolation sets 
in, Miller struggles to 
stay alive and maintain 
his sanity. Amplified by 
stunning visuals and the 
music of ‘Angels and 
Airwaves’. (MP)WWW½

MONSIEUR LAZHAR When 
a Montreal school is rocked 
by the suicide of one of its 
teachers, Algerian immigrant 
Bachir Lazhar (Mohamed 
Fellag) steps in and is hired 
as her replacement. While 
helping his pupils cope 
with traumatisation, his 
own losses and secrets are 
slowly exposed. Poignant, 
memorable and truly 
moving. (GH) WWWW

MOONRISE KINGDOM  
Another awkwardly-
awesome film by Wes 
Anderson. Twelve-year-olds 
Sam (Jared Gilman), an 
orphaned Scout also known 
as “beige lunatic”, and Suzy 
(Kara Hayward) – a troubled 
child who loves magical 
stories – fall in love and make 
a pact to run away into the 
wilderness to create their 
own universe. (SP) WWWW 

NOT SUITABLE FOR 
CHILDREN  Ryan Kwanten 
(True Blood) plays Jonah, a 
freewheeling Sydneysider 
who is forced to re-evaluate 
his anarchic, party-fuelled 
existence when he is 
diagnosed with testicular 
cancer. With his hilarious 
and occasionally risqué 
debut feature Aussie Peter 
Templeman has directed 
the best rom-com in recent 
memory. (JH) WWWW

TAKE THIS WALTZ When 
the comfortably married 
Margot (Michelle Williams) 
chances upon her sexy new 
neighbour, she suddenly 
becomes aware of another 
life she could be living, and 
the possibility of passion, sex 
and escape is overwhelming. 
Implausible in parts, but 
this is certainly the work of 
an adventurous and gifted 
filmmaker. (KSo) WW½

TED Family Guy’s Seth 
MacFarlane wrote, produced 
and voiced the title 
character of Ted, a teddy 
bear who magically comes 
to life after a wish by John 
Bennett (Mark Wahlberg). 
Animated by Aussie VFX 
studio Iloura, Ted’s crude 
one-liners will surprise and 
delight. (PS) WWWW

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES 
Bruce Wayne (Christian 
Bale) has retired the Batman 
and under the watchful 
eye of Commissioner 
Gordon (Gary Oldman), 
Gotham’s citizens have 
experienced unprecedented 
harmony. Fans will not 
be disappointed; it is a 
fitting finale to what has 
been a remarkable trilogy. 
(NH)  WWWW

THE KING IS DEAD  
Director Rolf de Heer’s 
story about neighbourhood 
nightmares takes a peculiar 
turn when a couple pursue 
an unexpected solution to 
their problem. (LR) WWW

YOUR SISTER’S SISTER Lynn 
Shelton’s latest film, explores 
the endearing story of a 
close friendship between 
Jack (Mark Duplass) and 
Iris (Emily Blunt) after the 
death of Jack’s brother. 
What follows is a series of 
events that brings deeper 
feelings and revelations to 
the surface. (LL) WWW

Benh Zeitlin’s debut film Beasts of the Southern Wild defies 
classification, mixing themes of climate change with fantasy in a 
moving and stunning film.
Six year-old Hush Puppy lives in an excluded bayou island community 
called ‘The Bathtub’ with her unpredictable father. She is mostly 
left to her own devices, growing up in the wild, observing the 
intricate unifying elements of nature and the universe. The local 
school concentrates its education on emergency training for natural 
disasters, building survival skills, and recognizing deadly animals. 
Hushpuppy’s world dismantles when her father is stricken by a 
mysterious illness, a storm hits ‘The Bathtub’ leaving survivors to 
rebuild their life with the remains, and prehistoric animals, released 
by global warming, arrive at their doorstep.
Beautiful cinematography, direction and soundtrack combine with 
budding Quvenzhané Wallis’ brilliant acting to create this magical film. 
Winner of the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance Film Festival, this film is 
a must-see. (HP) www1/2

BEASTS OF THE 
SOUTHERN WILD

This German/Australian co-production is a fascinating 
exploration of an unusual topic, the effect of Nazism on 
its children. The movie centres on the post war journey of 
Lore (Saskia Rosendahl) and her four siblings who are the 
offspring of Nazi parents. After her parents are arrested, 
Lore and her young family must traverse defeated 
Germany to find a home. She discovers unexpected help 
in the form of a Jewish man, a refugee from the camps.
Two powerful entities haunt the movie, death and silence. 

Lonely isolated death is lurking around every corner, 
in the black and white photos of the camps, the drops 
from mourning clothes hanging from washing lines and 
the brutalised corpse in a dilapidated house. Silence is 
the other, the silence of shared understanding between 
siblings, the silence of fear and danger, of desire and 
unvoiced questions. A well acted and beautifully shot film, 
Lore is a journey towards an uncomfortable truth. 
(LR) www1/2

LORE

LAST WILL 
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F R E E W I L L A S T R O L O G Y

by Rob bRezsny

aARIES (March 21-April 19): 
you will never be able to 

actually gaze upon your own 
face. you may of course see 
a reasonable likeness of it in 
mirrors, photos, and videos. 
but the real thing will always 
be forever visible to everyone 
else, but not you. I think that’s 
an apt symbol for how hard it 
is to get a totally objective view 
of your own soul. no matter 
how sincere you may be in your 
efforts to see yourself clearly, 
there will always be fuzziness, 
misapprehensions, and 
ignorance. Having said that, 
though, I want you to know that 
the coming weeks will be an 
excellent time to see yourself 
better than ever before.

bTAURUS (April 20-May 
20): I’ve got four related 

pieces of advice for you, 
Taurus: 1. The most reliable way 
for you to beat the system is to 
build your own more interesting 
system. 2. The most likely way 
to beat your competitors is 
not to fight them, but rather 
to ignore them and compete 
only against yourself. 3. To 
escape the numbing effects 
of an outworn tradition, you 
could create a fresh tradition 
that makes you excited to get 
out of bed in the morning. 4. 
If you have a problem that is 
not only impossible to solve 
but also boring, find yourself a 
fascinating new problem that 
will render the old problem 
irrelevant.

C GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
“Dear Doctor of Love: My 

heart is itchy. I’m totally serious. 
I’m not talking about some 
phantom tingle on the skin of my 
chest. What I mean is that the 
prickling sensation originates 
in the throbbing organ inside of 
me. Is this even possible? Have 
you heard of such a crazy thing? 
Could it be some astrological 
phenomenon? What should I 
do? - Itchy-Hearted Gemini.” 
Dear Gemini: I suspect that it’s 
not just you, but many Geminis, 
who are experiencing symptoms 
like yours. From what I can 
tell, you have a lot of trapped 
feelings in your heart that need 
to be identified, liberated, and 
dealt with.

d CANCER (June 21-
July 22): If you make 

a conscious decision to 
combine plaids with stripes or 
checks with floral patterns or 
reddish-purples with greenish-
oranges, I will wholeheartedly 
approve. If, on the other hand, 
you absent-mindedly create 
combinations like that, doing 
so because you’re oblivious or 
lazy, I will soundly disapprove. 
The same holds true about 
any hodgepodge or hybrid 
or mishmash you generate, 
Cancerian: It’ll receive cosmic 
blessings if you do it with flair 
and purpose, but not if it’s the 
result of being inattentive and 
careless.

e LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
should we boycott 

the writing of edgar Allan 
Poe because he married his 
13-year-old cousin when he 
was 26? should anti-drug 
crusaders stop using their 

iPhones when they find out that 
steve Jobs said that “doing 
LsD was one of the two or 
three most important things I 
have done in my life”? should 
we stop praising the work that 
Martin Luther King Jr. did to 
advance civil rights because 
he engaged in extramarital 
affairs? Those are the kinds of 
questions I suspect you’ll have 
to deal with in the coming days, 
Leo. I encourage you to avoid 
having knee-jerk reactions.

f VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Arthur Turner, a Virgo 

reader from Austin, is upset 
with my recent horoscopes. 
In his email, he wrote the 
following: “you’re making me 
mad with your predictions of 
non-stop positivity, brezsny. 
I need more dirt and grit and 
muck. I’ve got to have some 
misery and decay to motivate 
me. so just please shut up with 
your excess projections of good 
times. They’re bringing me 
down.” Here’s my response to 
him and to any other Virgo who 
feels like him: I’m afraid you’re 
scheduled to endure even 
more encounters with cosmic 
benevolence in the coming 
week. If these blessings feel 
oppressive, try to change your 
attitude about them.

g LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
The humorous science 

journal Annals of Improbable 
Research published a paper 
entitled “The effects of Peanut 
butter on the Rotation of the 
earth.” signed by 198 Ph.D. 
physicists, it came to this 
conclusion: “so far as we can 
determine, peanut butter has 
no effect on the rotation of 
the earth.” If possible, Libra, 
I suggest you summon a 
comparable amount of high-
powered expertise for your 
own purposes. but please 
make sure that those purposes 
are weightier than the question 
of peanut butter’s role on our 
planet’s movements. Round up 
the best help you can, yes; call 
on all the favors you’re owed 
and be aggressive in seeking 
out brilliant support; but only 
for a truly important cause.

h SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): september 16 is the 

first day of Rosh Hashana, 
the Jewish new year. so 
begins ten days of repentance. 
Whether or not you’re Jewish, 
scorpio, you are entering an 
astrological phase when taking 
stock of yourself would be a 
brilliant move. That’s why I 
invite you to try the following 
self-inventory, borrowed 
from the Jewish organization 
Chadeish yameinu. 1. What 
would you like to leave behind 
from the past 12 months? 
2. What has prevented you 
from living up to your highest 
standards and being your very 
best self? 3. What would you 
love to bring with you into 
the next 12 months? 4. Who 
served as a teacher for you in 
the past year? 5. Were you a 
teacher for anyone? 6. Is there 
anyone you need to forgive? 
7. How will you go about 
forgiving?

i SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): If I’m accurately 

interpreting the astrological 

omens, the coming months will 
be a soulful feast in which every 
day will bring you a shimmering 
revelation about the nature 
of your soul’s code and how 
best to activate it. Reasons for 
grateful amazement will flow so 
freely that you may come to feel 
that miracles are routine and 
naturally-occurring phenomena. 
And get this: In your dreams, 
Cinderella and sleeping beauty 
will get married, win the lottery, 
and devote their fortune to 
fostering your spiritual education 
until you are irrevocably 
enlightened. (I confess there’s a 
slight chance I’m misinterpreting 
the signs, and everything I 
described will be true for only a 
week or so, not months.)

j CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): If I’m accurately 

interpreting the astrological 
omens, the coming months will 
be a soulful feast in which every 
day will bring you a shimmering 
revelation about the nature 
of your soul’s code and how 
best to activate it. Reasons for 
grateful amazement will flow so 
freely that you may come to feel 
that miracles are routine and 
naturally-occurring phenomena. 
And get this: In your dreams, 
Cinderella and sleeping beauty 
will get married, win the lottery, 
and devote their fortune to 
fostering your spiritual education 
until you are irrevocably 
enlightened. (I confess there’s a 
slight chance I’m misinterpreting 
the signs, and everything I 
described will be true for only a 
week or so, not months.)

k AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): “The far away, the 

very far, the farthest, I have 
found only in my own blood,” 
said poet Antonio Porchia. 
Let’s make that thought your 
keynote, Aquarius. your 
assignment will be to search 
for what’s most exotic and 
unknown, but only in the 
privacy of your own heart, not 
out in the great wide world. 
For now at least, the inner 
realm is the location of the 
laboratory where the most 
useful experiments will unfold. 
borrowing from novelist Carole 
Maso, I leave you with this: 
“Make love to the remoteness 
in yourself.”

l PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
It would be an excellent 

time for you to elope, even if 
you do so with the person to 
whom you’re already mated. 
you might also consider the 
possibility of wearing a wedding 
dress everywhere you wander, 
even if there is no marriage 
ceremony in your immediate 
future, and even if you’re a 
man. And if neither of those 
ideas appeals to you, please 
at least do something that 
will symbolize your intention 
to focus on intimacy with an 
intensified sense of purpose. 
Fling rice at yourself. seek 
out someone who’ll give you 
lessons in how to listen like an 
empathetic genius. Compose 
and recite vows in which you 
pledge to become an utterly 
irresistible and reliable ally.

HOMEwORk: Report your 
favorite graffiti from a bathroom 
wall. Go to Freewillastrology.
com and clock on “email Rob.”




	AMBV330p01
	AMBV330p03
	AMCN330p02
	AMBV330p04
	AMCN330p05
	AMBV330p06
	AMCN330p07
	AMBV330p08
	AMCN330p09
	AMBV330p10
	AMCN330p11
	AMBV330p12
	AMCN330p13
	AMCN330p14
	AMCN330p15
	AMCN330p16
	AMCN330p17
	AMCN330p18
	AMCN330p19
	AMCN330p20
	AMCN330p21
	AMCN330p22
	AMCN330p23
	AMCN330p24

