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Tensions arise with 
Tamarama Kiosk
By Daniel PaPerny

Having secured State Government approval, Waverley Council 
is set to upgrade the Tamarama Park Kiosk and move it to the 
southern side of the beach. But Labor Councillor Ingrid Strewe has 
criticised the move, arguing Council’s proposal to relocate the kiosk 
overturned the original development plans.

“My first response was ‘we have to keep it small’ and we 
managed this,” Ms Strewe said. “We did a plan of management in 
2004 because the kiosk needed replacing ... It said the best site for 
the kiosk is on the northern side.”

The proposal was confirmed at the October 16 Council meeting, 
with Waverley Mayor Sally Betts calling for tenders to help with 
the kiosk’s development. The Mayor said the new project will 
provide greater sunshine for beach-goers and improve emergency 
vehicle access to the area.

“I’m so glad we now have the opportunity to improve the look 
and feel of the park,” Ms Betts said. “The kiosk will be moved so 
users can enjoy sunshine during winter and to increase safety and 
amenity [for kiosk patrons].”

Waverley Deputy Mayor Tony Kay said the decision was made in 
close consultation with the local community.

“79 per cent of people who made submissions supported having 
the kiosk on the southern side,” he said. “[This is] a project that 
has continuously been deferred and now we finally have the 
opportunity to see it through.”

Tamarama resident Alex Haig expressed concerns over the 
relocation plans. He said it would be a detriment to the kiosk’s 
profitability, particularly with the proximity of the cafe to the beach 
toilets.

“From an economist’s point of view, the signs are all negative,” 
Mr Haig said. “The new kiosk will be expensive to maintain for 
workers and residents,” he said. “Tell me, do we eat at home in the 
lavatory? I don’t think so.”

Liberal Councillor Andrew Cusack voted against moving the 
kiosk to the southern side, but agreed it needed more space and 
storage facilities, especially to accommodate for the Tamarama Surf 
Lifesaving Club.

“I see arguments for both sides here, but why are we building a 
whole new structure on the other side [of the beach] when we can 
get the same amenity from a site that already exists?” Mr Cusack 
said. “The cafe needs to be improved. I [just] would have liked to 
have been involved in the decisions for why it is being moved to 
the other side.”

Ms Strewe expressed her concerns over the decision-making 
process, and said the significance of the view from the kiosk was 
not taken into consideration.

“A new kiosk will be nice,” she said. “It will have a sick bay. It will 
have facilities for our park staff and for our lifeguards. We have the 
support of the community ... It’s taken years, [so] let’s please get it 
right.”

KANGAROO cOURt
Local activist Shane Dowling lifts the lid on corrupt conduct
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Jinta Nangali

By Daniel PaPerny
Waverley Greens Councillor Dominic Kanak 

has called on Council to assert its stance and 
ensure fair trade principles are strictly followed 
in the purchasing of sporting equipment.

The issue has been brought to light with the 
recent controversy surrounding Sherrin and 
Canterbury – two well-renowned australian 
football brands – and their illegal use of child 
labour in manufacturing processes.

One company Mr Kanak is hoping Council 
will consider is Jinta, a brand associated with 
the indigenous Warlpiri community and the fair 
trade networks donating to remote aboriginal 
groups in northern australia.

Currently, Waverley Council sources 
its sporting equipment from a number of 
suppliers, including Sherrin, who provide aFl 
footballs used by local sporting teams. at 
the October 16 Council meeting, Mr Kanak 
forwarded a motion arguing more should be 
done to reaffirm Council’s position on the 
issue.

“i’m a little disappointed that Council didn’t 
support the full intent of the motion,” Mr Kanak 
said. “We [need] to make sure that when 
we view the purchasing contracts, the ones 
we purchase for Council are from reputable 
suppliers where they are not using child labour 
in the production line.”

The program coodinator at edmund rice 
Centre Fair Trade, Daniel long supports Mr 
Kanak’s initiative, offering to provide Council 
a selection of sporting goods observing fair 
trade and ethical practices conventions.

at the Council meeting, Mr long agreed it 
was a serious problem in need of addressing.

“in [September] 1990, the Un ratified the 
Convention on the rights of the Child and 

this treaty came into being,” Mr long said. “22 
years later, we still have a problem ... There 
are 11 million children engaged in hazardous 
work.”

Councillor ingrid Strewe said it was 
important for Council to confirm its stance on 
the issue to promote positive values to the 
local community.

“Maybe we can stamp the balls with the 
words ‘fair trade’,” she said. “it won’t hurt 
to support the motion and maybe there are 
opportunities there for Council to explore.”

Mr Kanak said raising awareness about 
the issue was crucial at a community level, 
particularly in drawing attention to existing 
Council initiatives.

“i think we could have more information 
available about our specific policies in relation 
to these areas,” he said. “The general public 
are not aware of [our] programs and we need 
to get the word out in a better way.”

By GeorGia Fullerton
Waverley Council is investigating a 

tender for Alternative Waste Technology, 
designed to help manage leftover recyclables.

The system involves a waste and 
resource recovery operation, representing 
an alternative method of disposing waste at 
dry landfills. 

But the move has divided Council, with 
Labor Councillor Ingrid Strewe opposed to 
the technology.

“A couple years ago I asked the GM 
to arrange for councillors to visit some 
Alternative Waste Technology sites and in 
my opinion it was horrible,” Ms Strewe said. 
“Two were not really working and one was 
on fire.”

There are two kinds of MRF (materials 
recovery facilities) that can be an important 
part of a recycling facility: sorting tin from 
aluminium from paper and from plastic, and 
can also be part of the process for dealing 
with garbage.

The issue was discussed at length at a 
local Council meeting on October 16.

Ms Strewe has asked that two councillors 
be designated to visit Alternative Waste 
Technology sites to ensure Council is abreast 
of the situation.

“I want to be informed, I want to know 
what we’re doing to see if it’s functioning,” 
Ms Strewe said. “I have looked into the 
processes and I am quite disturbed by what 
I see and read, not just about the expense 
and problematic processes, but also about a 
contaminated end product.”

By FaBian Di lizia
Waverley Council 

has registered its 
support for a car 
sharing policy in the 
electorate, but it is 
set to include costs 
imposed on parking 
spaces for car share.

The motion stated 
parking for car 
sharing must occur 
in designated spaces. 
To apply for those spaces there is set to 
be a $200 application fee. For an ordinary 
vehicle, a car sharing parking spot in a 
residential area will cost $173 per year, 
while for or an electric vehicle spots will 
cost $29.

The policy was unanimously supported 
across both sides of Council. Mayor Sally 
Betts said the policy would help address 
the ongoing parking issues in Waverley.

“Car sharing is one element of a multi-
faceted approach we will take to try to deal 
with parking problems in Waverley,” she 
said.

Labor Councillor Ingrid Strewe said 
Labor supports the policy for Waverley 
and called for an increase in car sharing in 
areas tainted by parking shortages.

“We already have many car share pods 
around Waverley that I have supported,” 
Ms Strewe said. “We need to continue the 
consultation with locals on new pods.”

But the success of the policy is yet to be 
seen.

Former NSW Member for Coogee 
and Waverley Councillor for 21 years, 
Paul Pearce said the policy relies on 
locals embracing it. Mr Pearce said if 

locals reduce the number of cars in their 
households and embrace car sharing, there 
will be less cars and parking will be easier.

“The key thing is that car ownership 
lowers,” he said. “If people keep their cars 
and use car sharing, parking will become 
worse because there will be more cars.”

Mr Pearce also cautioned Waverley 
Council should continue working on a 
range of other policies.

“Car sharing is not the magic wand,” 
he said. He suggested Council encourage 
locals to use garages and carports for 
car parking and not the street. He also 
suggested tighter limitations on allocation 
of spaces.

Waverley Council currently has 61 car 
spaces designated for car sharing. The 
City of Sydney Council currently has 
398 spaces allocated to car sharing and is 
working well, according to experts.

Executive Manager of City Plan, 
Andrew Thomas said car sharing is 
making city living more convenient and 
reducing congestion.

“Car sharing is going from strength 
to strength and it is part of a long-term 
strategy to reduce congestion in the city,” 
he said.

Car sharing to grow in Waverley

Waverley needs to get fair on footballsAlternative 
technology
a waste?

By Marcus BraiD
Shane Dowling is the judge of the Kangaroo Court of 

australia.
and while the term is a humourous take on the 

removal of justice from the courtroom, there remains little 
doubt Mr Dowling is dealing with a very serious matter.

The 44-year-old has established a popular ‘Wikileaks-
style’ website uncovering the corrupt conduct of 
australian judges, magistrates and politicians.

“it’s an area that’s just gone unreported and nothing 
has ever been done,” Mr Dowling says. “nothing has 
ever really been done in relation to the judicial system.

“you see an odd story from time to time, but the 
purpose of the website is to collate it all. it’s not until you 
collate it all, then you can see story after story after story 
that we’ve got a major problem here.”

Having initiated the concept in January last year after 
an “unlawful termination” experience with Fairfax Media, 
the Bondi resident has set his sights on numerous high-
profile targets. The hit list includes Julia Gillard, Malcolm 
Turnbull, Tony abbott and Kerry Stokes, among a range 

of reputable figures.
“My most popular posting is Julia Gillard and her 

hypocrisy with Wikileaks,” Mr Dowling says. “She has 
been accused or alleged that she helped rip off the aWU 
Union back in the early 1990s, when she was a lawyer 
at Slater and Gordon. She helped her boyfriend Bruce 
Wilson do it.

“So in 2007, [Gillard] has complained about how very 
stressful it was for her to be falsely accused in the media. 
in 2010, she has done exactly that to Julian assange. 
That’s been by far the most popular post.”

Mr Dowling’s hopes to use Kangaroo Court to instigate 
change in the australian judicial system, and is driving 
towards the adoption of an independent body appointing 
judges and magistrates. He outlines there is a “two-fold” 
problem at the moment.

“There is no independent body to make complaints 
against judicial officers, with the exception of nSW,” he 
said. “There’s nothing … nothing federally.

“The other biggest problem is that there is no 
independent body for the appointment of judges or 
magistrates, so they all appoint their own mates … 
their own boys and girls, whether it is the liberal party 
or labor party. Once they’re in, they appoint their own 
friends.”

Despite common threats of defamation lawsuits 
from Mr Dowling’s opponents - many of whom are well 
connected - he remains unfazed at the prospect. He says 
many “will try it on” in relation to defamation.

“none of them come anywhere near me because they 
know they can’t,” he says. “One exception was i did a 
post on Kerry Stokes.

“He had his lawyers send me a threatening letter. 
He had no legal basis to send it and i knew it, so i did 
another post with the lawyers letter and the picture of the 
lawyer, and basically told them to get lost. i never heard 
from them again.”

With almost 1,700 email subscribers to his website, Mr 
Dowling hopes to increase the number to 10,000 by the 
end of 2013. Hopping along. 

Visit Mr Dowling’s website at
kangaroocourtofaustralia.com

No place for corruption in ‘Roo Court’
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By Patrick GriFFiths
Despite long-term campaigning against car 

usage in Inner Sydney, Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore has backed a feasibility study into 
free 15-minute parking.

The study was passed as part of a 
proposed draft of parking policy, announced 
at the October 15 Council meeting.

“The challenge for Council is to 
responsibly manage the limited capacity of 
parking in the city, and balance the needs 
of those who have to drive with the serious 
economic and environmental impacts of 
congestion,” said a spokesperson for Ms 
Moore.

The City of Sydney has around 160,000 
parking spaces, which averages to 1.75 
parking spaces per registered vehicle for 
locals, compared to a broader Sydney 
average of three parking spaces. It represents 
a growing cause of concern for traffic 
congestion and pedestrian safety, with 
Sydney having 600,000 people move daily 
through the CBD.

Liberal Councillor Christine Forster 
originally proposed the 15-minute free 
parking.

“It enables people to be able to drive up, 
access their local shops, patronise those 
businesses but it keeps parking turning over 
quickly as well, which obviously is good for 
the businesses,” said Ms Forster.

“I don’t see that 15-minutes free meter 
parking in any way would undermine 
sustainable Sydney 2030. I think the idea is 
a good one. I think it’s good for the residents 
and it’s good for the businesses, and on that 
basis it should go ahead.”

While backing the 15-minute proposal, Ms 
Moore continues to stress the significance of 
alternative modes of transport.

“The Lord Mayor believes people 

need different transport options,” said the 
spokesperson for Ms Moore. “By making 
public transport more viable, cycling safer 
and walking more attractive, congestion will 
be reduced making it easier for those who do 
need to drive.”

At the same meeting, a second feasibility 
study about the relocation of electricity and 
power cables underground was forwarded 
by Labor Councillor Linda Scott. It was also 
approved.

The proposal would seek to coordinate 
the relocation of all electricity power lines in 
the city area with the laying of cables for the 
National Broadband Network as it rolls out 
over the next two to three years.

“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to harness the opportunity of a major 
infrastructure project being rolled out in the 
Inner City,” Ms Scott said. “It is an extensive 
exercise, but it will be infinitely cheaper 
to do it in conjunction with another major 
infrastructure project for the Federal Labor 
Government.”

Dates for the two feasibility studies have 
yet to be specified by Council.

Lord Mayor for free parking
By Peter hackney

Preferencing has emerged as 
a key issue in this weekend’s 
Sydney by-election, with no 
clear-cut winner tipped ahead of 
the poll.

With independent candidate 
alex Greenwich, Greens 
candidate Chris Harris and liberal 
candidate Shayne Mallard all 
predicted by various sources to 
poll strongly, the winner may be 
decided by preferences, ensuring 
candidates’ preference deals are 
in the spotlight.

Mr Greenwich said as an 
independent candidate, he would 
not be preferencing anyone.

“as a truly independent 
candidate, i don’t do preference 
deals,” he said.

“it’s not up to me to tell people how to vote. That’s 
something for voters to decide for themselves.”

The decision drew strong censure from Mr Harris, 
who said Mr Greenwich’s decision not to preference 
could place the state seat of Sydney in liberal 
hands.

“The refusal by Greenwich to issue preferences 
is very disappointing and now raises the prospect 
of a liberal win in Sydney as his votes exhaust,” Mr 
Harris said.

“This decision will frustrate the many people in 
Sydney who are angry that the O’Farrell Government 
has pushed out their long standing MP Clover Moore. 

“The only safe choice left to voters who want to 
see Sydney with a progressive voice is to vote one 
for the Greens candidate Chris Harris.”

Mr Harris said he would direct his preferences to 
Mr Greenwich and fellow independent candidate 
Glenn Wall “in a genuine spirit to keep a progressive 
voice for Sydney.”

Mr Mallard, meanwhile, said he – like Mr 

Greenwich – had not made any preference deals.
“i will not be directing preferences but will be 

letting the people of Sydney choose who they want 
to represent them,” he said.

Mr Wall said he would direct his preferences to Mr 
Harris. 

“i will be directing my preferences to the Greens 
first and foremost, then alex Greenwich, then the 
liberals, and Christian Democratic Party (CDP) 
candidate robyn Peebles last.”

Ms Peebles did not return calls. 
While candidates’ preferencing was generally clear 

ahead of the poll, campaign funding remained less 
so, with most candidates unable to provide details of 
their funding arrangements.

Mr Wall said he was “entirely self-funded”, while Mr 
Greenwich and Mr Harris both committed to posting 
funding details online in the coming days.

Mr Mallard said funding would be revealed 
“in accordance with the law” and that questions 
regarding campaign funds should be directed to the 
nSW liberal State Director, Mark neeham.

Mr neeham did not return calls by deadline. 

Preferencing in spotlight ahead of poll

Alex Greenwich with supporter and former Premier Kristina Keneally
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By Peter hackney
By his own admission, he’s seen by some as “the gay marriage 

dude,” but Alex Greenwich is at pains to point out that he’s far from 
being a single issue guy.

In fact, to meet the would-be Member for Sydney over coffee at 
the Tropicana Café in Darlinghurst is to be subjected to a barrage of 
plans, ideas and opinions.

Asked why he’s standing to represent the state seat, he responds 
with: “It’s vital Sydney has a strong Independent voice and I feel I’m 
able to contribute my energy and experience to being a strong voice 
for Sydney.”

A bit general, perhaps, and certainly on-message, but he quickly 
moves to list a plethora of issues he feels Sydneysiders want 
addressed. 

“There are issues that people in Sydney feel passionate about that 
are statewide, such as education, and Barry O’Farrell’s $1.7 billion 
cuts to education, and hunting in national parks,” says Mr Greenwich.

“Then there are the grassroots, local issues: things like having 
an Inner City public high school, having regular overnight trains 
in Kings Cross, being able to take companion animals on public 
transport, and slowing down traffic on Oxford St and Harris St in 
Pyrmont. 

“And then there are issues which are both local and statewide, such 
as public housing and the way the O’Farrell Government is neglecting 
public housing.

“Sydneysiders are passionate about their community,” he asserts. 
“They want schools, they want slower traffic, they want their values 
represented in Parliament and whether that’s gay and lesbian law 

reform, animal welfare, standing up for public education – those are 
the things that are important to Sydney.”

He certainly says the right things but the key question is: can this 
31-year-old recruitment consultant – who was until recently National 
Convenor of same-sex lobby group Australian Marriage Equality – 
deliver the goods?

Clover Moore, Member for Sydney for the past 24 years, certainly 
thinks so. On the day she resigned from Parliament, her hand forced 
by the O’Farrell Government’s ‘Get Clover Bill’, she anointed Mr 
Greenwich as her preferred successor. 

“Clover is my political hero so having her endorsement really 
encourages me,” says Mr Greenwich. “And the only condition she put 
on that endorsement is that I would work hard.”

And again, Mr Greenwich is at pains to make a point: he’s no 
Clover puppet, he says.

“If I wanted to be told how to vote, I would have joined a political 
party. I would have joined the Greens, Liberals or Labor. I wouldn’t 
have chosen the Independent route.”

Mr Greenwich says that Independent route is the key difference 
between him and his opponents.

“The point of being an Independent is to represent your 
constituents instead of having to tow a party line. I’m able to work for 
Sydney rather than working for a major party.”

And while he’s generally avoided sledging his opponents, he can’t 
resist adding: “As an Independent, I won’t be distracted by internal 
factional warfare. And that’s what we have on offer with both Shayne 
[Mallard] and Chris [Harris]. 

“We’ve seen the way Shayne shafted Adrian Bartels to run in this 
by-election. We’ve seen the way Chris has been a factional warrior 
and attacked his colleague Cate Faehrmann. 

“My concern is if either of them get elected, they’ll be distracted by 
internal politicking rather than actually getting on with the job.”

Whether Mr Greenwich gets the chance to ‘get on with the job’ 
isn’t clear. Clover’s endorsement bodes well for him – but as election 
analyst Antony Green has pointed out: “It is hard to believe that all 
of her vote would transfer to Greenwich. Moore has more than three 
decades of on the ground local activism … and Greenwich does not.”

But win or lose on Saturday, this won’t be the last we hear of this 
enthusiastic political wannabe. 

“There’ll be a state election in two-and-a-half years,” he notes. “If 
I don’t get up this time, I’ll certainly seriously considering running 
again next time, because I really want to work for the people of 
Sydney. If I miss out this time, I’ll try again.”

Picking up Clover’s baton 

Peter and Clover Moore, Alex Greenwich, Victor Hoeld

Norton Street Italian Festa

reputedly the largest street festival in australia with up to 100,000 
people attending each year, the norton St italian Festa will celebrate 
its 26th anniversary on Sunday October 28. The Tarantella Girls 
(pictured above) from the Shine Dance academy School will be 
performing from 12.30pm at the event’s centre stage at the rotunda 
at Pioneers Memorial Park in leichhardt.  
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By Peter hackney
It’s a hit.
That seems to be the consensus on the 

Newtown Hotel, which has re-opened to the 
public almost five years after it closed.

Hundreds of locals have flocked to the 
venue in recent days to reacquaint themselves 
with the Inner West icon, which has been 
rebirthed by the Keystone Group – the hotel 
and bar conglomerate behind such venues as 
Bungalow 8, The Loft and Sugarmill Hotel.

Early fears that it would be corporatised to 
within an inch of its life appear to have been 
premature, with many punters proclaiming 
themselves happy with the 130-year-old Hotel’s 
reincarnation.

“It’s pretty awesome,” said Annandale 
resident Damien Novak. “I used to come here 
a lot and it was always my favourite gay pub in 
Sydney. I’m really glad it’s still got that queer 
vibe about it.”

Felicity Aimee from Camperdown gave it a 
similar thumbs-up.

“I was scared it was going to be all corporate 
and straight, so it’s good to see the place 
packed with poofs and dykes. 

“I think they realised the Newtown has 
always been a favourite with the LGBT 
community and instead of trying to change it, 
they’ve embraced that.”

Former Newtown Hotel regular John 
Cruise said: “I loved the shabbiness of the 
old Newtown but the new décor and lighting 
is truly fabulous – it looks a million dollars. 
They’ve given the old girl a new lease on life.”

Not everyone was entirely impressed, 
however, with several complaints aired about 
overzealous security on the hotel’s Facebook 
page.

Craig Riley bemoaned security guards who 
“kept bugging us because we weren’t standing 
where they wanted us to.” 

Emma Maree 
Reed said: “Boo 
to the security. 
Awesome night 
before I went 
to the toilet and 
wasn’t allowed 
back into the 
courtyard. 
Had to send a 
stranger in to 
find my friend 
so we could 
leave.” 

Facebook user Adam Scougall said simply: 
“The security sucked, sorry.”

Meanwhile, Paul Schulte, Group Director of 
The Keystone Group, said great effort was put 
into ensuring the venue reflected Newtown’s 
character.

“What makes us different is that we tailor 
our venues toward the local community,” he 
said.

“The Newtown Hotel will make reference to 
Newtown’s musical and colourful history with 
music paraphernalia and colourful murals, and 
we’ve engaged a local community manager 
to ensure we always get it right once we’ve 
opened.”

Key features of the revamped hotel include 
the reconstruction of the venue’s balcony – 
which was removed over a century ago, a 
private dining caravan, a boutique cinema, 
and an eatery featuring Greek street food – a 
nod to the neighbouhood’s former status as a 
Greek enclave. 

The hotel, which opened with a ‘soft’ launch 
last Friday, will officially open on Wednesday, 
October 31 with a party featuring Joyride, 
Devola, DJ Kate Monroe and drag performer 
Minnie Cooper.

The ‘new’ Newtown Hotel opens its doors

By Mariana PoDesta-Diverio
The Greens are calling on the O’Farrell Government 

to back their ‘Convert to rent’ plan in order to increase 
affordable housing in Sydney. The plan involves 
financially incentivising owners of unused commercial 
spaces to transform the spaces into affordable housing.

Greens candidate for the seat of Sydney by-election, 
Chris Harris met with australian Greens housing 
spokesperson, Senator Scott ludlam last week to 
discuss the plan. Mr Harris said Sydney is littered with 
disused properties ripe for residential use.

“an audit will help identify disused space,” he said. 
“and with federal, state and local government support, 
we can create new housing for struggling renters using 
the ‘Convert to rent’ scheme.

“expanding supply in Sydney is critical to reducing 
the housing stress many low to middle-income earners 
are suffering.”

The financial backing offered by the ‘Convert to rent’ 
initiative is a loan of up to $21,000. The loan is fully 
forgivable, contingent on the owner’s adherence to the 

program’s conditions.
in response to the Greens’ plan, liberal by-election 

candidate Shayne Mallard said the policy is an 
unfunded and irresponsible promise that can never be 
delivered. Mr Mallard was concerned with the financial 
considerations.

“Only by electing a strong voice in the O’Farrell 
Government can the economy be made strong again,” 
he said. “and good government needs to be able to 
afford genuine support for inner City housing in nSW.”

independent by-election candidate, alex Greenwich 
said public housing tenants must have a safe and 
secure home.

“The priorities should really be fighting off the 
privatisation of public housing,” he said. “Making sure 
repairs and safety are the number one concern of 
government.”

affordable housing is known as a pertinent issue for 
local governments. The australian Council of Social 
Service (aCOSS) released a report last week in which 
aCOSS CeO Dr Cassandra Goldie called for urgent 
action to ease housing cost pressures.

affordable housing is of particular 
concern to students. last Wednesday, over 
100 students rallied against an impending 
rental increase at Sydney University 
Village.

“The lack of cheap accommodation 
creates a barrier for young people 
from regional or low socio-economic 
backgrounds who wish to seek a tertiary 
education,” said Student Housing Officer, 
eleanor Morley. “[This] forces students to 
work longer hours at the expense of their 
education.”

The nSW Department of Planning and 
infrastructure is preparing a new draft policy 
on affordable housing, which should be 
ready for public consultation later this year.

Greens call for affordable housing support

Revamped Newtown Hotel

Chris Harris and scott Ludham
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By Peter hackney
The City of Sydney Council is to slash footpath 

dining fees for cafes, restaurants and bars by 50 per 
cent, commencing January 1.

Under a plan to be placed on exhibition for 28 
days for public comment, fees will be cut by half 
in CBD laneways and across the city’s ‘villages’, 
including Darlinghurst, Potts Point, Glebe and Surry 
Hills, for a trial period of 18 months.

The plan, proposed by Sydney Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore at last Monday’s Council meeting, 
was passed by a majority of councillors.

In her Lord Mayoral Minute to Council proposing 
the reduction, Ms Moore said a reduction in footpath 
dining fees would help stimulate the night-time 
economy and outdoor dining in general.

“For the last year or so, the City has been 
working closely with residents, businesses, visitors, 
government agencies, relevant organisations and the 

police to find out what kind of late night city people 
want,” she said.

“There was strong demand for more opportunities 
for [high] quality restaurants and cafes to be open 
late at night. This included opportunities for outdoor 
dining, which at night help make a street safer by 
providing passive surveillance.”

Ms Moore said that while halving footway dining 
licence fees would reduce the City’s revenue, the City 
had to balance the competing interests of residents, 
patrons and businesses. 

“It’s estimated that the reduced fees will impact the 
City’s income budget by $340,000 for the remainder 
of the 2012/2013 financial year and up to $680,000 
for the full 2013/2014 financial year.

“I am recommending that staff reassess the City’s 
entire policy on outdoor dining, including regulation, 
assessment and approval to ensure responsible 
operators have viable opportunities to offer [high] 
quality outdoor dining experiences.”

Perhaps surprisingly, Liberal Councillor Christine 
Forster and Living Sydney Councillor Angela 
Vithoulkas – who is also CEO of Vivo Café in the 
CBD – voted against Ms Moore’s proposal.

Crs Forster and Vithoulkas had both called for 
pavement dining fees to be abolished during the local 
government election campaign.

Neither councillor could be reached for comment 
by press time. 

City to slash footpath dining fees

By Jason Marshall
The three lead candidates in the 

upcoming Sydney by-election have 
committed to supporting the campaign 
for a local public high school in the 
electorate.

Currently the Inner City does not 
have a single public high school, and 
parents are widely angered at having to 
send their kids over the bridge to places 
such as Balmain. The fact kids can’t 
walk or cycle to school is among the 
key parental complaints.

Community for Local Options for 
Secondary Education (CLOSE), held 
a candidate forum last Wednesday to 
demand a nearby secondary school for 
residents in Surry Hills, Darlinghurst, 
Woolloomooloo, Potts Point and Kings 
Cross.

The Liberal candidate for the seat of Sydney, 
Shayne Mallard said he would be the most effective 
voice as a member of the governing party.

“The lack of progress to date on this issue reflects 
a lack of strong voice inside the government, making 
the case for bringing forward the construction of a 
new [high school], or adapting a high school in the 
area,” he said.

Mr Mallard wants to give parents a new school, 
but insists it must be guided by a cost-benefit analysis.

“I think the situation here, in my view is to be 
looking at a new facility, but I won’t be guided by my 
view,” he said. “I’ll be guided by the facts, and the 
business case made for a high school.”

Founding member of CLOSE, Rebecca Croft 
rejected this approach.

“I can tell you now the business case study would 
say send your kids to Balmain,” Ms Croft said. “This 
is not a numbers issue, this is a sense of community 
and an appropriateness for our community, and for 
the biggest city in Australia to have a basic right and 
a basic facility.”

Independent candidate, Alex Greenwich hit out 
at Mr Mallard, his chief opponent for the seat of 
Sydney.

“Mr Mallard will tell you he will be the only 
effective MP because he will be a voice in the heart 
of government,” Mr Greenwich said. “The problem 
with that statement is when it comes to education this 
government has no heart.

“Mr Mallard’s party is slashing $1.7 billion dollars 
from your kids’ education. His party supported 
legislation that means if your kid is gay they can be 
expelled from a school, or if your kid’s teacher is gay 

they can be fired.
“His party has neglected the needs of Inner City 

families.”
Mr Greenwich said his first question as an elected 

member of Parliament will be about implementing an 
Inner Sydney school.

“Your kids should not have to take long bus trips 
out of our home suburbs to increasingly overcrowded 
schools away from our community,” he said. “Sydney 
is a great place to live and we should have a public 
high school here.”

Greens candidate for Sydney, Chris Harris 
said there is a strong social justice case to have a 
comprehensive high school in this community.

“A lot of people are sending their kids to a private 
school, simply because there isn’t the opportunity to 
do that with a state public school,” he said. “For many 
families that is going to become an income pressure 
as well.

“Public education is an opportunity that 
everyone should be given ... to be able to go to a 
comprehensive high school, for some people that’s 
the only opportunity they ever get.”

A nearby school, Alexandria Park (K-12) is 
running at 50 per cent capacity. But due to an 
arbitrary line drawn by the NSW Department of 
Education, Sydney residents are forced to send their 
children to Balmain.

Mr Harris said as an interim measure, the 
department could redraw the catchment zone while 
further options were pursued.

“It’s important that you can walk with your 
children to school, that they can ride a bike safely 
to school, if you live in Paddington or Surry Hills,” 
he said. “I don’t think you’d be too happy for your 
12-year-old to be riding a bike to Balmain.”

Candidates support local
school for local community

Shed dress sizes fast, without exercise,
before the summer heat hits

Weight Loss Review

Are you embarrassed by the look of your tummy, bottom and thighs? Have you given up buying new 
clothes because you hate the way you look in them? Are you frustrated by the fact that no matter 
how much you exercise your weight won’t budge? If you are then as I recently discovered Belly Fat 
Boot Camp is just what you’re looking for. I recently spoke with Belly Fat Boot Camp creator Hayden 
Keys, local naturopath and resident health expert on hit Foxtel TV series Older Wiser Feeling Younger, 
about his breakthrough program. He said “contrary to popular belief burning body fat doesn’t have 
to involve strenuous exercise, being ravenously hungry or depriving yourself. So I developed a boot 
camp or should I say an anti-boot camp specifically designed to strip off belly fat and it doesn’t in-
volve lugging logs, running hills or any other back breaking activities. In fact with this boot camp you 
exercise your jaws not your muscles”. 

And he has the results to prove it with over a 1000 success stories at his Miranda and Sydney CBD 
Happy & Healthy Wellbeing Centres. So with spring here and the summer heat just around the corner 
Hayden has been kind enough to share his three key principles for fast healthy weight loss. 

To shed dress sizes fast you need to...

1. Turn off the fat making switch – your body’s fat making switch is a hormone called insulin and 
its job is to put the sugars found in food into your cells. Some of the sugar is used for energy but any 
excess gets turned into fat. So basically whenever you release insulin into your bloodstream you’re 
signaling your body to make and store fat. To turn off fat making, all you need to do is stop your body 
releasing insulin. But here’s the big news, your body only releases insulin when you eat carbohy-
drates (sugar, bread, rice, pasta, potatoes, rice cakes and all breakfast cereals even Weetbix and 
oats). So when you eat any of these foods it immediately puts you in fat making mode!

2. Don’t exercise too much – Why? Because weight loss is 99% what you eat. Now this isn’t to say 
exercise isn’t important, it is, but just not for weight loss. In fact the more you exercise the hungrier 
you’ll get. It’s just a natural physiological response. How many people have you seen going to the 
gym day after day and never losing much weight? They lose centimetres and get fit but their weight 
just doesn’t budge. That’s because when you’re still eating carbs you’ve got too much insulin in your 
bloodstream and your body tries to store fat instead of burning it. When you get your insulin levels 
down fat storing turns off and your body burns fat regardless of whether you exercise or not. Incred-
ibly of Hayden’s patients I spoke to many of those that did the least exercise lost the most weight. 

3. Get organised – Get organised and make sure you have the right food in the fridge and plan out 
your meals. What I learnt was when you know what you’re doing ahead of time you’ll make better 
choices. When you’re disorganised food drops down your priority list and you end up grabbing what-
ever you can, then you beat yourself up for eating the wrong thing and go right off the rails. It was a 
relief to discover that when you’re organised willpower takes a back seat allowing even the weakest 
willed person to succeed. Hayden says “The system I’ve developed is so simple all anyone has to do 
is join the dots. Time and again I’ve seen fantastic results from patients who tell me they don’t have 
any willpower.”

Happy & Healthy Wellbeing Centre has a great Spring special for readers until 15th November 
2012. You get a Belly Fat Boot Camp Consultation where one of their weight loss specialist 
naturopaths will run you through you their successful insulin lowering and belly fat burning system. 
Plus they’ll do three simple non-invasive tests to maximise your fat burning ability – an iodine test to 
check your thyroid, a zinc test to check your nutritional status and an Energy, Vitality and Metabolism 
Analysis; using technology featured on What’s Good For You. Normally all this would cost $207, 
but you get it for $55. Appointments are essential so call Hayden or Frances at Happy & Healthy 
Wellbeing Centre now on 8964 8463.

1. Why breakfast cereals are EVIL   
2. How to budge stubborn belly fat
3. The 5 foods to never eat if you want to 
lose weight
4.The simple success system for fast 
effective weight loss

5.Why exercise may actually cause you to 
gain weight
6.The 3 non-invasive tests that will 
unleash your metabolism
7. How to lose up to 12kg in 6 weeks  
without pills or shakes

  Are you embarrassed by the look of your tummy, bottom and thighs? Do you hate getting all hot and sweaty 
exercising to the point of collapse just to try and lose some pounds? Would you like a more civilised way to 
rapidly burn body and booty fat? If you answered ‘yes’ then this is the most important weight loss offer you’ll 
ever read...

Hayden Keys
naturopath & weight loss 

 specialist
as seen on Foxtel’s

 Older Wiser Feeling younger

After 12 weeks I have lost 
12kg and moved from a size 
16 to a size 10. The eating 

plan was easy to follow 
even for a working mum 

like me, who hates to cook.  
Michelle Shaw,  Illawong 

NSW

I was overweight and strug-
gling with unwanted belly fat. 
I was finding that the more I 
exercised the more I wanted 
to eat. Hayden showed me 
that by cutting out certain 

foods how easy it is to lose 
that unwanted weight. I lost 

over 14kgs following his plan.. 
Dan Liardt

Belly Fat Boot Camp

Belly Fat Boot Camp
Shed dress sizes fast, without exercise,
before the summer heat hits
Discover

Happy & Healthy Wellbeing Centre 
has a great Spring special for readers 
until 15th November 2012.
you get a Belly Fat Boot Camp Consultation 
where one of our weight loss specialist naturo-
paths will run you through you our successful 
insulin lowering and belly fat burning system. 
Plus we’ll do three simple non-invasive tests to 
maximise your fat burning ability – an iodine test 
to check your thyroid, a zinc test to check your 
nutritional status and an Cell Vitality analysis; us-
ing technology featured on What’s Good For you. 
Normally all this would cost $207, but you 
get it for $55
So call Hayden or Frances at Happy & 
Healthy Wellbeing Centre now on 
8964 8463.
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By Peter hackney
The future of Oxford St has risen to the forefront of the political 

agenda ahead of this Saturday’s much anticipated by-election for 
the state seat of Sydney.

Expected to be a three-way race between Independent candidate 
Alex Greenwich, Liberal candidate Shayne Mallard and Greens 
candidate Chris Harris, the contest formally marks the end of 
Clover Moore’s 24-year iron grip on the most prestigious seat in 
the state. 

At a candidates’ forum co-hosted on Monday night by the 
Alternative Media Group of Australia  – publisher of this 
newspaper – the three main contenders put Oxford St front and 
centre stage of their bids to become Member for Sydney.

Mr Greenwich, Mr Mallard and Mr Harris all proposed 
to remove or reduce clearways on the famous retail and 
entertainment strip, if elected.

Outlining his vision for the street, Mr Greenwich proposed 
lowering the speed limit along the thoroughfare and reclaiming a 
lane of traffic.

“What I would like to see happen on Oxford St is the traffic 
slowed down to 40 kilometres per hour,” he told the forum at the 
Beauchamp Hotel in Darlinghurst.

“Currently we have a clearway from one Westfield to another 
Westfield. That’s not workable for small business owners on the 
street. 

“We need to look seriously at a plan to reclaim a lane on Oxford 
St and use it for parking for shoppers, use it for dining, use it for 
greater space and more pedestrians,” said Mr Greenwich, who 
also advocated light rail along the street.

Mr Mallard went a step further, announcing that he had 
personally brought the NSW Minister for Roads to Oxford St, 
and arranged for a trial reduction in clearway hours.

“I [brought] the Minister for Roads, the Honorable Duncan 
Gray [to Oxford St] for a meeting last Friday to discuss traffic and 
the clearways, and the viability of the regional strip, which we all 
know is struggling to survive,” said Mr Mallard.

“I’m pleased to announce tonight that as soon as the signs can 
be changed, the clearways will be reduced by 
one hour to start in the afternoon.”

Mr Mallard said the 12-month trial meant the 
3pm-7pm afternoon clearway would now run 
from 4pm to 7pm.

He said he had also brought NSW Premier 
Barry O’Farrell to meet the Principal and staff 
at Paddington Public School and St Francis 
of Assisi Primary School, both on Oxford St, 
and arranged for the installation of flashing 
40 kilometre per hour speed signs to enhance 
student safety.

Greens candidate Chris Harris also weighed 
into the state of Oxford St, calling for motorised 
vehicles to be removed from the iconic strip.

“We need to get the cars and buses off Oxford 
St; we need to get rid of the clearways,” he said. 

 Mr Harris said his experience as a City of 
Sydney Councillor proved he had the capacity 
to effect change for the community. 

Oxford Street becomes key election issue

Clearways to remain on Oxford street?



The annual Pyrmont Ultimo Shop Local 
Campaign returns to our bustling precinct 
this and next month, with dozens of local 
merchants participating. In these pages 
you will find some of the best the peninsula 
has to offer, from boutique shops and 
dining options to establishments at The 
Star. Come on a tour of the area, dropping 
in on family-owned Salon 27 on Harris 
Street and the lovely ladies and Fashion 
Dog at St Frock in Union Square. Have 
a delicious sandwich at Big Mouth Café 
or settle in for the evening on the cool 
veranda at Graze. Then work it all off at the 
Broadway Gym or test-ride an electric bike 
at Sydney Electric Bikes. 
One thing that stands out about many of 
these establishments is the passion owners 
bring to the table. Most of these businesses 
are locally-owned and owner-run, with 
people as friendly as they are devoted to 
quality and clients. Many are following life-
long dreams and create community and 
support in the business sector. They need 
to make a living along the way, and that’s 
where local residents and workers form 
the other half of the equation by shopping 
local. It’s good for you!

Pyrmont Village Market Day arrives Friday 
2 Nov from 11 am to 8 pm, with a range 
of fete stalls and trestle tables with new 
and vintage clothing, market-day specials, 
live music, roaming performers, pop-up 
stalls, spot prizes and street displays. The 
fete will be on Union Square and Harris, 
Miller and Union streets. The Pyrmont 
Market Day and the Shop Local Campaign 
are City of Sydney initiatives supported 
by the Pyrmont Ultimo Chamber of 
Commerce. To get in on the action, 
contact info@asofevents.com

Editor Olga Azar Photography Nicole White





St Frock 
Oh me oh my. St Frock has a devilish 
sense of style, with all the attire summer 
requires. Recently moved from Harris 
St to Union Square and celebrating its 
second birthday, the small shop packs 
in a Holy Grail for fashion worshippers. 
Short shorts, mini-skirts, fanciful frocks 
and beachwear are hot items, alongside 
an array of accessories such as hats, 
belts and dogs. What? No, Fashion Dog 
is not for sale! The cheeky little dear 
prances around the shop, light of step 
in her chic outfits. You’ll have a spring in 
your step too, wearing the sinfully fun 
fashions from St Frock.
18 Union Street, Pyrmont 8065 3575 
www.stfrock.com.au

The Secret Attic 
The Secret Attic opened its doors to lovers of all things vintage and eager 
hunters of distinctive home wares in April 2012. Shop owner Rebecca 
Balcombe sources designer 
pieces, home wares and 
vintage finds, developing 
quite a collection. From 
vintage designer pieces, 
modern pre-loved clothing, 
rare accessories, and more, 
Balcombe is constantly 
sourcing items from various 
special suppliers locally and 
internationally, aiming to bring 
new items to her customers 
every week. With the help of 
Balcombe and her staff, a 
visit is sure to leave a smile, 
taking you back to a time 
where colourful sequins 
sparkled as you spun to the 
tunes of the record player. 
156/313 Harris Street, 
Pyrmont 9660 3637
www.thesecretattic.com.au

Urban Oasis 
Tastefully displayed jewellery, fashion, home wares and other domestic 
delights are arranged by colour in this mini-emporium of all things pretty. 
Urban Oasis is a great place to browse for items with unusual and clever 
designs. You can find everything from a finely crafted leather wallet 
to ceramics, soaps and candles. It also stocks women’s fashion and 
accessories, adorable children’s outfits (tutus!) and a smaller men’s section 
with accessories. One-stop shopping for the whole spiffy family. 
121 Harris Street, Pyrmont  95711580 www.urbanoasis.com.au

Shop Local Pyrmont Ultimo



Harris Street Hardware 
The days of the local hardware store are vanishing, 
but Harris Street Hardware is thriving. We need 
our boutiques and our restos, but also the 
wherewithal to build them. Or just find the right 
screwdriver. At this old-school hardware store, 
the walls bear all sorts of practical gadgetry to 
set things right in the world, at least the parts that 
have slots and joints and other things that are apt 
to get loose or break (which is a whole lot of parts, 
come to think of it). So the next time that drip-
drip-drip threatens to drive you mad, you know 
where to go. 
183 – 187 Harris Street, Pyrmont 9518 8555

Cafe Morso 
Set on the historical Jones Bay Wharf, 
Cafe Morso has for the last nine years 
been attracting local residents and 
Pyrmont working people down for relaxed, 
harbourside café-restaurant dining. Set 
away from the street with views past floating 
yachts to north Sydney and the Balmain 
peninsula, it’s a home away from home and a 
yummy spot for a leisurely breakfast or lunch. 
Café Morso is also a great party venue, from 
weddings and birthday parties to corporate 
dinners and cocktails. A little gem tucked 
away on the wharf, delightful by day, dazzling 
by night. 
Jones Bay Wharf, Lower Deck (west side), 
Pirrama Road 9692 0111 
www.cafemorso.com.au

Bartino
Bartino sounds like it should be small, but in fact alongside its two-storey 
seating areas is a generous outdoor patio that curves off from Union 
Square. In the summer months it’s easy to be transported to Portugal with 
the restaurant’s tapas menu; there are plans to install wall heaters and 

removable enclosures in the colder 
months. Any time of year, Bartino 
is an elegant, inviting venue with 
a tempting menu of traditional 
Portuguese food, and risottos, pasta 
and meatier mains. Bartino also 
features art from around Australia 
that adds to the ambience. 
9 Union Street, Pyrmont
9518 8000
www.bartino.com.au

Big Mouth Café 
It might “just be” a sandwich, but 
sometimes that’s enough to make 
someone’s day at Big Mouth Café. Big 
Mouth is about serving up food that’s 
simple enough for people to eat every day, 
but tasty enough to get excited about. “We 
have people who’ve said to us ‘this is the 
best sandwich I’ve ever had’,” says owner 
Ling Tang.  Really good coffee helps. “We 
use Single Origin Roasters beans- honestly, 
it’s coffee that takes you to a better place.” 
“ The jaffles are also popular, simple ones 
and specialties which use more unusual 
ingredients such as caramelised onion, 
sweet potato and char-grilled vegetables.  
The folks at Big Mouth café make 
everything themselves using good home 
recipes, fresh ingredients and that secret 
ingredient, care.  
139 Harris Street, Pyrmont 8084 6888
www.bigmouthcafe.com.au

Shop Local Pyrmont Ultimo





Graze Restaurant and Wine Bar 
Graze offers small plate dishes 
(European tapas-style) using 
the freshest of organic produce.  
Have a delicious taste of dishes 
such as confit pork belly with 
citrus carrot puree, or salmon 
with ginger salt, orange and 
ginger gel. There is a new wine 
bar menu and great range of 
wines by the glass. For the 
spring and summer months, 
enjoy $5 sparkling wine/wine by 
the glass and a range of bottled 
beer between 5pm-7pm in the 
al-fresco dining area. Sleek and 
chic throughout, the upstairs has 
a picture-perfect veranda overlooking leafy Harris Street.  
182 Harris Street, Prymont 9518 5025 www.grazepyrmont.com.au

Salon 27 
Do your locks need a little TLC? A refreshing  
bit of bounce, a bit of colour? Head to Salon 
27 for all things tress-related. The friendly 
staff is up-to-date on all the latest products 
and trends and take pleasure in creating a 
new look for those woebegone curls. Owned 
by brother and sister duo Daniel and Jenna 
Crosdale, the salon also employs sister 
Cherie. Salon 27 is all about the community, 
and although only operating in its current 
location for a little under a year, some clients 
have been treated by Jenna and Cherie for 
almost ten years. Salon 27 provides amiable, 
professional service and lovely lollies. Sweet. 
194 Harris Street, Pyrmont 9571 9678
www.facebook.com/salon27au

Anytime Fitness Pyrmont 
Locally owned and currently under construction, Anytime Fitness Pyrmont 
will be the first 24-hour gym in Pyrmont and members will have access to 
some 2,000 clubs around the world, including 
more than 200 in Australia. The club will have 
the latest state-of-the art strength equipment, 
a large free weight area and integrated TV 
screens on all cardio machines with iPod/
iPhone docks. Classes will be available and 
experienced personal trainers will be on hand 
for one-on-one and group sessions for all 
fitness levels. Become a Foundation Member 
for just $11.95pw; numbers are limited and the 
offer is only available prior to opening (due mid-
November). 
Level 1, 210 Harris Street, Pyrmont 
0477 205 001  
www.facebook.com /AnytimeFitnessPyrmont    

Sydney Electric Bikes 
After years of car dependency, Sydney Electric Bikes director Jake Southall 
rediscovered his love of bikes after renting an electric bike in Europe. He 
opened Sydney Electric Bikes not long after, and is determined to bring the 

Ebike revolution to Sydney. “I really believe the 
Ebike is the missing link in transport and is set 
to take the world by storm,” he says. Sydney 
Electric Bikes has a large range of Ebikes to 
suit all budgets and riding preferences and you 
can have a trial ride in-store or even take your 
favourite away for 24 hours. Southall encourages 
people to discuss their best bike fit. “You can’t 
make a more informed choice!”
Shop 21-9 Pyrmont Bridge Road Pyrmont
0411 897 760  www.sydneyelectricbikes.com.au

Shop Local Pyrmont Ultimo





Broadway Gym 
Broadway Gym offers the Body Audit 
Monitor, which tracks progress scientifically, 
the only program of its kind in NSW.  The 
gym features a large array of cardiovascular 
machines as well as custom-designed pin-
loaded machines. The “29 Minute Workout” 
circuit is used with John Terilli’s (professional 
Mr Universe 1994) eating program to achieve 
results.  In addition to a wide range of 
equipment and facilities (including sauna), 
there is a beginners’ training area for those 
just starting out. Now that’s a relief, because 
when your arms are like spaghetti it can be a 
wee bit intimidating to pant beside Hercules.  
Level 1, 160 Broadway, Broadway 9211 
5068 www.broadwaygym.com.au

Oscars Lounge Bar and Restaurant 
Stroll into Oscars Lounge Bar and Restaurant and be greeted with a scene 
of relaxed workers contentedly letting off steam over drinks, good pub grub 
and the pool table. The extensive 
menu includes grills, pizza, steak and 
other solid pub fare, along with lighter 
bites and salads. The weekly specials 
are good value, too: $3 drinks all day 
Monday to Wednesday, $15 ribs on 
Mondays and other assorted daily 
specials. The venue is spacious and 
light, with outside seating on a side 
lane. No grouches at this Oscar, it’s a 
lively and welcoming spot to unwind 
after (or during?) the day’s chores. 
84 Union Street, Pyrmont 9660 5933
www.oscars.net.au

Basquesse Design 
Basquesse is a chic women’s wear design house, manufacturer and retailer 
with prêt-a-porter ranges, made to order garments and bespoke couture.  

Explains Viviana Pannell, designer / 
director, “Basques’ is often ‘ahead 
of trend’ by a couple of seasons and 
this may be due to the fact that I 
rarely look at trends but am inspired 
by nature (most specially, the sea), 
books, poems, movies, music and 
even dreams in creating a story all 
of our own with each collection. 
My intention is to create objects 
of beauty that can be worn and 
cherished for many years to come.” 

The boutique’s designs make clever use of luxurious fabrics, and also strive 
to be ecologically and socially responsible. That makes all those luxe threads 
feel all the shinier. 
Suite 61, The Hub, 89-97 Jones Street, Ultimo 9212-7783
www.basquesse.com

Sanctuary Sanitarium 
At Sanctuary Sanitarium, the focus is on lifestyle medicine. “We believe 
changes in lifestyle, particularly exercise, nutrition, mental health, are the 
keys to better health and wellbeing,” explains community relations manager 

Mirella Gordon. Sanctuary Sanitarium, unlike 
a typical medical practice, integrates services 
such as Pilates, massages, facials, cooking 
workshops and exercise classes. The three GPs 
are complemented by a psychologist, dietician, 
massage and skin health therapists and other 
health practitioners. The aim is to get people 
thinking about their whole health, not a quick 
script. So pay attention to your body and pay a 
visit to Sanctuary. 
7 Harris Street, Pyrmont  9506 0400
www.sanctuary.sanitarium.com.au 
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ABC Ultimo Centre Tours 
Everyone loves the ABC, 
secretly or not, and many 
think Richard Glover is 
a hunk. Did someone 
mention secrets? And 
what about all those 
weather and traffic guys? 
Find out what goes on 
behind-the-scenes with 
a tour of the ABC Ultimo 
Centre. Discover how the 
news is made, what a 
television studio set looks 
like and what happens when a caller starts to rant and rave on live radio. 
Bring your school, community, seniors or interest group on a tour inside the 
Sydney home of the ABC. 
700 Harris Street, Ultimo 8333-5488. www.abc.net.au/tours

IGA Pyrmont 
The Supa IGA in Pyrmont stocks all your 
basic food needs and once these are fulfilled, 
you can peruse the selection of gourmet 
ingredients, both local and imported and all 
delectable. Just you and the partner? Ho-
hum. Spaghetti Bolognese it is. Just you and 
the partner and Christmas only two months 
away? Time to spice up mealtimes and get into 
the good books. The array of ingredients also 
includes gluten-free options, earning you an 
extra star if gluten is as issue. No need to trawl 
through several stores for all the staples and 
their tastier cousins – it’s all good at the IGA. 
63 Miller Street, Pyrmont 9571 5199
www.iga.net.au

Signorellis Gastronomia 
At Signorelli Gastronomia restaurant you can enjoy an Italian menu that is 
seasonal and diverse. Executive chef John O’Riordan and his team take pride 
in using quality seasonal produce 
to create enticing menus. His menu 
features fresh local produce at its 
best, inspired by heart-warming, 
traditional Italian and Mediterranean 
cuisine, and also some new dishes 
to keep the talented chefs well and 
truly challenged. Old-fashioned 
favourites and newer dishes are 
suited to every taste. Signorelli 
Gastronomia also provides an 
interactive dining/shopping 
experience incorporating a salumeria, gourmet food store, wine shop, cheese 
shop, pizzeria, antipasto bar, cooking school and trattoria all rolled into one 
tasty bundle.
Ground Floor, Accenture/Google Building, Trouton Place, 48 Pirrama 
Road, Pyrmont 8571 0616 www.signorelli.com.au

Bendigo Bank 
Bendigo Pyrmont Community Bank is indeed involved in the community, 
supporting local groups such as sporting teams. The notion of Bendigo 
Bank is to be owned by its clients and create a complimentary circuit within 
the area. Bank manager Costa Karas grew up watching his father provide 

superlative customer service at his 
service station. “Here at Bendigo we 
also pride ourselves on providing 
the same level of exceptional service 
and range of products that meet the 
client’s needs and objectives” says 
Karas. In these times, it’s nice to 
have a friendly neighbourhood bank. 
148 Harris Street, Pyrmont 
9518 9866 
www.bendigobank.com.au

Shop Local Pyrmont Ultimo





Vulcan Hotel
The Vulcan Hotel is a labour of love for owners Carole and Harvey Ord. 
The heritage-listed building dates from 1894 and was established as a 
boutique hotel in 2002. An addition was built in 2006, expanding capacity 
and room sizes. The multi-million refurbishment paid strict attention to 
heritage details and it shows, with a graceful integration of old and new. Its 
location is inviting, within walking distance of bus, train and monorail – not to 
mention the precinct’s offerings. Staff and owners strive to exceed customer 
expectations and are known for being friendly and helpful. Send your 
relatives to this boutique hotel, but only if you like them. 
500 Wattle Streets, Ultimo 9211 3283 www.vulcanhotel.com.au

Sydney Plumbers Now 
Now this is unusual … Sydney Plumbers Now lives up to its name by offering 
$20 if they don’t arrive on time. Fancy that: A plumber offering to pay a fine 

for tardiness. Sydney Plumbers Now also 
promises a live person on the end of the 
line, 24/7 service and lifetime guarantees 
on their work. The local mobile plumber 
for the Pyrmont/Ultimo area, they provide 
commercial and residential services in all 
things plumbing, and other work such as 
gas fittings. Keep their details handy – it’s no 
fun when your water heater explodes in the 
middle of the night.
0406 244 167
www.sydneyplumbersnow.com.au

The Century Restaurant, The Star 
You know it’s going to be good and fresh when you can see those marine 
creatures noodling around, and at the Century there are 15 aquarium tanks 
with their colourful 
denizens to greet 
you at the entrance. 
Opened by the 
renowned Golden 
Century Group, the 
Century at the Star 
captures the essence 
of Golden Century, 
serving favourite 
classics and signature 
dishes. The restaurant’s 
design plays with the 
symbolisms of Chinese 
culinary culture with a 
modern twist. But it’s 
the extensive and varied menu that will have you back for more. 
Pirrama Road, The Star, Harbourside, Pyrmont  9566 2328
www.star.com.au/thecentury

Marquee
Fancy a bit of splendid 
glamour? The nightclub 
Marquee at the Star has it in 
spades, with pumping tunes 
and several spaces tailored 
to your taste. Covering 
20,000 square feet total, 
Marquee’s Main Room has a 
stage and two dance floors, 
whilst intimacy is to be found 
in the Library lounge space. 
Boombox has killer sound 
and fresh air on the outdoor 
patio. To chill out, check out 
the views. And try not to get 
too naughty in the unisex 
Dressing Room. 
Pirrama Road, The Star, 
Harbourside, Pyrmont 
96577737
www.marqueesydney.com

Shop Local Pyrmont Ultimo
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For a camp take on date night, this one’s a scream 
- like stepping into a scene from The Birdcage that 
sucker punches you into believing it can’t house a top-
notch chef. Jerome Lagarde’s moved beyond three-
Michelin, and is cooking here for kicks. In the bar 
that means dude-food, turned completely on its head: 
tacos, cones and test tubes have never been this slick! 
Cocktails were such a triumph, I could feel my virtue 
unpick. Absolutely Ananas ($15) delivers namesake 
pineapple with an intriguing chilli bitters kick; while 
Le Resistance ($18) is quite clever, neatly hiding rum 
- though perhaps it’s a misnomer... when I left I had 
none. Moving to the bed-I-mean-dining-room, it’s a 
surprisingly speedy affair - military kitchen precision 
aims to please on a one-hour ‘business’ lunch. My 
breakfast-for-dinner highlight, a 65 Degree Egg ($20), 
delivered smoked cream, posh pig and porcini with 
a trumped-up googy egg! Mains are quick and solid. 
Sir enjoyed Chateaubriand ($36), while Madame 
appreciated her Scallops and Black Pudding ($30), right 
down to the unnecessarily luxurious lobster jus. This 

left space for a perfect Salted Caramel Éclair ($12), 
consumed whilst giggling over an iPhone capture of 
the apparently offensive gents’ loo. My take: it’s only 
really sexist because us girls didn’t get one too.
18 Argyle Street, The Rocks (02) 9259 5668 
www.ananas.com.au
Modern French/Cocktails/Seafood $$$$

Something new is afoot at this old favourite. With 
owner/chef Jeff Salet busy over at recent addition 
Pelicano, Stuart Munro has put his personal touch 
onto the menu. He has even managed to inject a little 
of himself into the (usually traditional) Basque style 
House Smoked Flathead Pie ($35), by the way of 
some spanner crab, lobster bisque and vanilla-infused 
tomatoes. His youth brings a more adventurous 
experimentalism to a spot some claim is the most 
consistent French bistro in town – though thankfully 
he’s left those stellar Wapengo Lake Oysters ($3.50/
each) untouched. Dotting Munro’s wild palate of 
Scallops ($22) you’ll find braised cos, sweet roasted 
new season garlic, garlic puree, mullet roe and 
intriguing, spicy-sweet guindilla peppers. It’s good, but 
I preferred his moist disc of Rabbit Terrine ($22). An 
oozing quail egg, cucumber ribbons and surprisingly 
intense squares of earl grey tea jelly further lubricate 
its passage. It shines against the dry, salty lick of Ally 
Salet’s recommended 2010 Les Parcellaires, Chateau 
Saint Maurice ($64). Progressing into a classic sky-high 

seasonally flavoured Soufflé ($16), I recollect Jeff ’s 
strong market-driven ethos. As I sink further into 
the familiar warm service, I muse perhaps little has 
changed here at all, except for the expected passage 
of cuisine through time…
411 Bourke Street, Surry Hills (02) 9380 2622
www.lepelican.com.au  Modern French $$$$

Ananas Bar & 
Brasserie

Le Pelican 

ROCKS & CBD

Puntino Trattoria 
Owner/chef Tony Sabia has realigned 
his long-standing restaurant to reflect 
the regional cuisine of his homeland 
Basilicata - the instep of Italy’s boot. 
Try Lagane e Ceci ($18.90), long 
flat pasta cooked with tomato, chilli, 
garlic and chickpeas – stodgy perhaps 
for those of us with sedentary 
careers. Notions of bland are quickly 
replaced by subtle, as you explore the 
abundant Mozzarella Degustazione 
Platter ($15.50/head). Gnocchi 
Sorrentino ($19.90) might not sound 
exotic, but order it - it’s great (and 
made by Tony’s Mum). Just save room 
for pizza - Burrata and ‘Nduja ($25) 
presents the creamiest mozzarella of 

all, against spicy pork paste, sparingly 
applied so they don’t dominate an 
excellent base. 
41 Crown Street, Woolloomooloo 
(02) 9331 8566 www.puntino.com.au
Italian/Pizza $$
Helm Bar 
Being a food reviewer opens you 
up to new experiences. Subtext: 
this is how a person like me ends 
up in a sports bar, albeit one with a 
rather classy view. I threw down the 
soothing cucumber Ginny Hendricks 
($18) followed by an Oriental Sweet 
Tart ($17). Questionable name 
aside, it’s my sort of drink – tarting 
up lychees with lemon juice, orgeat 
syrup and Plymouth Gin. The pizzas 
struck me as quite homey – with 
exotic toppings like Peking Duck 
($19.50), accentuated by oyster 

mushrooms, shallots, hoi sin sauce, 
chilli oil and a moist cucumber. 
Balance them against Rocket and 
Parmesan Salad ($8) dressed with 
balsamic vinaigrette. 
Aquarium Wharf, 1 Wheat Road, 
Darling Harbour (02) 9290 1571 
Modern Australian/Pizza $$
Umi Sushi & Udon 
Before warming my cockles with 
the tempting Miso Congee Hotpot 
with Wagyu Beef (9+), Vegetables 
and Udon ($32.80), I couldn’t resist 
revisiting my favourites. Super-fresh 
sea urchin roe had me cooing anew 
over Chawan Mushi ($5.80), savoury 
custard presented in an eggshell. Raw 
fishes have edged up another notch; 
so definitely include Chef’s 7-Piece 
Sashimi Tasting Plate ($38.80) in your 
order. The addition of spinach makes 

freshly made Spinach Udon with 
Tempura Prawn ($12.80) interesting, 
especially with a baby bottle of 
Choya Umeshu ($7.50).  Chef got 
experimental with my dessert, 
producing a devilishly good mocha 
spring roll christened with green tea 
ice cream – beg for one of your own!
TR10 Darling Quarter, 11-25 
Harbour Street, Darling Harbour (02) 
9283 2006
Japanese $$-$$$

Darlo, Kings X & Surry Hills

Kings Cross Hotel
Although needing a password to 
enter a Kings Cross drinking hole 
reeks of exclusivity, in the 1930s 
it was simply a means of getting a 
drink post-6pm. After muttering 
“mum’s in,” we’re whisked into the 

velvety Bordello Theatre. We swill 
on a deadly Darlinghurst Push ($24/
jug) modelled on the mean streets 
of Woolloomooloo. Vashti Hughes’ 
one-woman show Mum’s In: Stories 
from Razorhurst on Sundays at 5pm, 
is based on Sydney’s 20th Century 
gangsters, working girls and madams. 
Watch with a Devonshire Wake 
($16) described as an apple crumble 
“sans cream, avec grog”. Post-show 
we indulge in the elegant vodka and 
raspberry Blood on the Strand ($14). 
Level 4, 244-248 William Street, 
Potts Point 9331 9900
www.kingscrosshotel.com.au 
Cocktails $-$$
Parma
Sujet Saenkham has morphed the 
Despite the placemat menu, ordering 
here requires bargaining - there are 

many things you’ll want to eat. Take 
the Lasagna D’Anatra ($28) over 
the Gnocchi Di Patate ($23) with 
light tomato sugo, bocconcini and 
torn basil. Definitely include Bianca 
Neve Pizza ($26) involving three 
cheeses - mozzarella, Gorgonzola 
and goat’s curd - plus porcini cream. 
To eat it though, you’ll have to forgo 
Alessandro Vinci’s “ode to Sicily” 
(his homeland) - Involtini de Pesce 
Scada ($28) (charred swordfish rolls). 
Console yourself with a generous 
salad, Prosciutto Ed Asparaggi ($18), 
boasting grilled asparagus, white 
anchovies, prosciutto and poached 
egg; leaving just enough room for 
Chocolate and Orange Mousse Cake 
($14) – win!
285A Crown Street, Surry Hills 
9332 4974 www.parmacucina.com.au 
Modern Italian $$$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30

Congratulations Mizuya!  Second Time Winner City of Sydney
Business Awards Best Restaurant Category 2011 and 2012

Trading Hours: Sunday to Thursday 11.30 am to midnight. Friday/Saturday 11.30 am to 2 am 
Basement, 614 George Street Sydney NSW 2000
Bookings: 02 9266 0866   www.mizuya.com.au

Winner City of Sydney Best Restaurant Award 2011 & 2012.  
Winner City News/City Hub Best Japanese Restaurant Award 2012. 

Finalist Australian Small Business Champion Awards 2012
Finalist Restaurant & Catering Savour Australia Awards for Excellence 2010, 2011 & 2012.

Ideal for business & private parties       Intimate dining booths

24 luxurious private rooms with
karaoke and touch screen menu
ordering 

                                            

Fully licensed, Exotic cocktails

Mizuya is Sydney’s first Restaurant to offer Japanese Izakaya dining and
Karaoke Entertainment in a range of Luxurious Private Rooms. 
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Only in Bondi could you get away with ironically 
calling your restaurant the ghetto. Hats off to Nahji 
Chu of Misschu fame for parking her new project 
next door to her Bondi Tuckshop. (Just look for the 
hipster bike.) I’m confident that even those without 
Irish blood will be converted by the Vietnamese-
spud fusion. If you’re skeptical, try the Steamed 
Purple Spud and Sausage ($14) - the salty, sweet 

chunks of sausage and fleshy potato are 
so good it should be a dessert. Speaking 
of desserts, keep room for the Banana and 
Nutella Crepes ($8.50), the caramelized 
banana is so awesome you will even eat 
the skin. There are also savoury crepes 
worth devouring - Bánh Xèo ($13) - a 
crunchy Vietnamese crepe, sliced and 
served with DIY rice paper for wrapping. 
It’s seriously good with a Vietnamese 333 
Beer ($8). For something a bit heartier, 
the Lamb Shanks with Pho Spiced Jus 
($16) are great, teamed with Pomme 
Noisettes ($6) to mop up the cinnamon-y 
goodness. While the schoolbook menu 
and corner-store chic setting appears very 

DIY, it’s nothing like the dodgy food court stuffed 
potato outlets of my childhood. This is one sexed 
up potato. Arm yourself with a spud gun and make 
haste to the ghetto. 
178 Campbell Parade, Bondi Beach (02) 9365 776 
www.misschu.com.au.
Vietnamese $-$$ 

Toast of The Bellevue Damien Pignolet is doing a 
Mumm Spring Carnival Bar dinner ($190/head) 
in-house on Thursday 1st November. He’s also 
celebrating the first night of summer on the 1st 
December with Fete de Provence. This outdoor 
pop-up event with star event producers Felton & 
Co., will set you back $165/head.
www.bellevuehotel.com.au  www.feastofprovence.com.au

Local Lebanese cooking class guru, 
Norma Dakhoul, is going to end 
2012 with a bang! She’s got two 
more classes – Lebanon’s Trademark 
Dishes (Nov. 3rd) and Mezza (Dec. 
1st) – that’ll help you ensure that your 
Christmas catering has an edge.
www.normaslebanesefoods.com.au

Oyster fans should head to Oysters at 
the House on Sunday 18th November 
at Opera Kitchen from 12pm-6pm. The 
$35/head event gives you samples from 
producers at Nambucca, Wapengo 
Lake, Pambula Lake, St Helens (TAS), 
Coffin Bay (SA) and the Hawkesbury.
www.operakitchen.com.au

There’s also still enough left of October to check 
out Asia On Your Doorstep. If you like Thai food, 
take in a cooking class ($75/head) from Bangkok 
Restaurant on Sat. 27th October, or just enjoy the 
special menu offered at any of the Thai restaurants 
in the promotion ($25/head or $45/2 people). 
Chinese fans might prefer the Beijing Banquet ($50/
head) at The Eight Modern Chinese Restaurant on 
Wed. 31st October.

Potato Ghetto 
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Flip a coin 50 / 50 to decide: 
wine or cocktails (known 
here as tales.) Other patrons 
are split on the choice 
too.  That’s if you’ve been 
lucky enough to score one 
of the twelve stools at the 
popular long bar. The wine 
list is thoughtful, tight, all 
Australian, and represents 
some of the lesser-known 
regions such as Mudgee. 
There are six tales ($14) like 
the Tambourine Mountain 
Porch and Parlour. Or, leave 
yourself in the hands of 

bartender Rob for a classic 
choice. Snacks (like pickled 
prawns) are available noon 
to 10pm. Sitting round the 
corner, up the hill and off 
the main Bondi promenade 
has advantages. Another 
example of why small is 
good: the sneakered staff 
here dose out friendly and 
professionalism in balanced 
quantities to a mostly local 
crowd.  
Shop 5, 39-53 Campbell 
Parade, North Bondi (02) 9130 
2200 www.thehilleatery.com.au

Here’s a secret: the fabulous 
glass brasserie is not just 
about eating. Tucked behind 
a wall inside the restaurant, 
and with floor to ceiling glass 
views of the Queen Victoria 
Building, the glass bar boasts 
the same award winning 
wine list as the restaurant: 
the 2012 Best NSW Wine 
List. Don’t limit your drinks 
to wine though, as there 
are some great cocktails 
(wine inspired, aperitif, 
glass signature, dessert & 
digestive) on offer, including 

one of our favourites in 
this city: The Australian 
(Tanqueray gin, Cointreau, 
Hennessy VS Cognac, kaffir 
lime leaf, ginger, Luke’s 
special syrup, cranberry 
juice) served martini style 
and invented by the man 
himself, Chef Luke Mangan. 
As you’ve probably already 
guessed, the bar food is from 
the same kitchen as the 
brasserie, and just as tasty.
Level 2 Hilton Hotel 488 
George Street, Sydney
(02) 9265 6068
www.glassbrasserie.com.au 

This could nearly read like 
a travel brochure: if you’re 
looking for an escape - from 
the crowds and noise of 
the inner city, Darlinghurst, 
Surry Hills or the downstairs 
Flinders Hotel - head on 
up to the awesomely cool 
Duke Bistro. Yes, there 
is seated dining in Duke 
Bistro, and food by one 
of Sydney’s hottest new 
culinary talents Chef Nik 
Hill, but there’s also a cosy 
bar area at the far end of the 
room. Wines (with eleven 
choices by the glass) are 

mostly small production, 
minimal intervention styles 
and are sourced from all 
over the world, including 
Australia. Cocktail carafes 
($35) - Long Island Iced 
Tea, Cosmopolitan, Moscow 
Mule, Pimms – all serve four. 
And there are more cocktail 
choices for single glasses, 
from starters like the Spiced 
Bloody Mimosa ($13) to our 
passionfruit pick Touch of 
Tang ($17.)
Level One, 63 Flinders Street, 
Surry Hills (02) 9332 3180 
www.dukebistro.com.au

THE HILL EATERY  GLASS BRASSERIE & WINE BAR  

DUKE BISTRO 

EASTERN SUBURBS

Centennial Parklands Café 
In a flurry of bridles, babies and their 
accompanying Bugaboos, I welcomed in 
spring at this premier picnic spot. The 
restaurant has closed, leaving just the 
well-patronised duo of kiosk and café. 
Chef Dwight Peters has overhauled the 
menu, pushing provenance to deliver 
textbook spring Cone Bay Barramundi 
with Confit Potatoes and Green 
Beans ($30) and a lovely vegetarian 
Ploughman’s Lunch ($22). Arriving with a 
cute paper topped jar of beetroot relish, 
the niftily presented board bore Maffra 
cloth-wrapped cheddar, grilled bread, 
rocket and apple ‘slaw. Though I suspect 
presenting Hand Cut Potato Wedges 
($13) in fry baskets might be a bridge 
too far... 
Grand Drive, Centennial Park
9380 9350 www.cpdining.com.au   Cafe $$$

Zigi’s Wine & Cheese Bar  
When Zigi was renovating he 
discovered the ‘70s comic books, 
Tracks magazines and Daily Mirror - 
now framed on the bar walls. Zigi will 
fill your glass until midnight Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights and is 
always up for a yarn. The bar is cosy: 
seats just sixteen.
Entrance Teggs Lane (behind 86 
Abercrombie Street), Chippendale (02) 
9699 4222 www.winecheesebar.com.au
East Village Balmain  
Infiltrate the East Balmain locals at the 
newly refurbished and renamed hotel 
for a tasty, fun and friendly night out. 
13 beers on tap including craft, more 
by the bottle, delicious muscles (oops 
mussels) and entertainment like poet 
Muz if you pick the right night. Crikey! 
82 Darling Street, Balmain
(02) 9810 3333
Parlour Lane Roasters 
Each day, the QT Sydney foyer coffee 

Niji Sushi Bar
Sticking the surprise back into 
suburban dining, this spot wouldn’t look 
out of place in Surry Hills. Bar Manager 
Binod Shrestha delivers an interesting 
list of light, cuisine-appropriate cocktails 
like the affable Tall Yuzu ($12) featuring 
aloe vera, yuzu juice and gin. Maguro 
Taru Taru ($10.50) is presented like 
a pun on steak tartare - piling rich, 
red tuna on avocado with black caviar, 
chilli paste and lotus chips. Lemon 
oil elevates Kingfish Carpaccio ($11); 
and the five five fishes, scallops and 
cuttlefish presented in the Sashimi 
Twenty One ($29.80) are great. Wrap 
with the 9+ Wagyu Beef ($18.50) 
from the robata grill – a  treat against 
signature Amayaki sauce. 
333 Anzac Parade, Kingsford
(02) 8068 4849 www.nijisushi.com.au
Japanese $$

shop transforms into a negroni bar 
from 4pm. Eight styles are offered – 
our pick is the Barrell Aged Negroni. 
Negronis are $9 each from 5pm to 
7pm, but for the ultimate Negroni 
experience try the (taste of 3) Flight 
for $22. 
49 Market Street, Sydney  8262 0000 
www.qtsydney.com.au
Arcadia Liquors 
“Unmanacle your inner hillbilly...” 
With a couple of beers on tap, more 
choice in bottles, a dozen or so wines 
by the glass and a short but classic 
cocktail list, this place is just as much 
about the kitsch prints and vintage bar 
memorabilia as the easy on the pocket 
prices. 
7 Cope Street, Redfern 
8068 4470
www.arcadialiquors.com
One Moncur 
What a specialist bar like One Moncur 

The London 
There’s nothing particularly English 
about The London. For starters, it’s 
full of light, the bartenders are young 
and cute, and the food is modern 
Australian. About the only nod 
to English pub fare is the pot pie, 
however the weather had me eating 
a Pulled Pork Sandwich ($16) busting 
at the seams with coleslaw, instead. 
Peking Duck Pizza ($25) is so long, it 
needs its own table; but it isn’t hard 
to wade through the football field 
of duck, hoi sin and mushrooms. A 
stunning Haloumi Salad ($23) and a 
glass of Ca’ Vescovo Prosecco ($11/
glass) made me feel right at home - 
the essence of an English pub.
85 Underwood Street, Paddington 
(02) 9331 3200
www.hotellondon.com.au
Pub Bistro $$

delivers is the opportunity to try 
not only Champagnes from well-
known houses, but also lesser known 
growers’ Champagnes. You don’t have 
to buy a bottle - they offer a good 
selection of Champagnes by the glass, 
including vintage and rosé. Not just for 
celebrations.
1 Moncur Street, Woollahra 
9363 0510
www.onemoncur.com.au
Eau De Vie 
Prohibition is over yet the Kirketon 
corridor to Eau De Vie shouts 
speakeasy. Mixologists Tom or Charlie 
will tell you - it’s a cocktail bar. Yet 
for me, the Whiskey Room holds the 
prizes (all 200 of them). Best tip: buy 
your own bottle and leave it locked 
here waiting for you.
229 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst 
(0422) 263 226 
www.eaudevie.com.au

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30

BAR FLY By Rebecca Varidel
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When I was a kid, every suburb had a Chinese 
restaurant. These days, Thai seems almost as 
ubiquitous, but not all suburban Thai restaurants 
are created equal. This one’s a great bet for inner 
west locals. It’s a curious collaboration between four 
earnest Thai youngsters, who’ve worked at Chat 
Thai but have something different to say. They lured 
me in with home delivery that wasn’t disappointing, 
and won me over with a warm, in-house 
experience and better-than-standard eats. 
Tap into those hazy memories of a beach 
party in Thailand with lurid frozen cocktails 
like Phi Phi Island ($13). The kids can devour 
their own ice mountain of magic, the 
Mellow Volcano ($6.90). The slightly weird 
flavour is sapa fruit (saying strawberry will 
probably suffice). The staff love their street 
food Pork Balls ($7). I favoured their super 
crisp version of Golden Crab ($12). Mellow 
Black Pepper Lamb Cutlets ($23.90) was my 
standout main. A pink-in-the-centre cutlet, 
perfect balance and ultra-fresh strings of 
green peppercorns, let you know there’s a 

caring, competent chef. Charmed by their enthusiasm 
and Thai not seeming boring, I looked kindly on less 
successful combinations, like the eggplant, grilled fish 
and soybean called Fish in Black ($16.90). Yep, Monday 
night in just got a little bit brighter…
172 Norton Street, Leichhardt 9572 7881
www.facebook.com/MellowThai 
Thai $$

This venue has settled in beautifully; these days 
is looks more like a garden than a hipster pub 
affectation. Matt Kemp is clearly primed to lift it 
from a wine bar with optional food, to a modern 
British foodie destination. Pumped up floor 
staff are right behind him, too. His offerings are 
simple, produce-driven and seasonally sensitive. 
My favourite being his salad of crisp pig - Pork 
Crackling, Scratchings and Ears ($18) - served 

with witlof, fresh apple and apple sauce. 
Mussels ($20) also prove warm weather 
sensitive, served up with cider, fresh leeks 
and crème fraiche; though I liked the bone 
marrow enriched Portobello Mushrooms 
($18) on toast better. Cure any remaining 
childhood aversion to ‘little trees’ with 
Matt’s Fried Cauliflower Cheese ($12) – 
like the rest of the dishes, it’s a wickedly 
hearty serve. Throwing in a shared main 
of Crumbed Veal Cutlet ($29.50) dripping 
with brown butter may have been overkill, 
though it did give us a chance to explore 
more of Keystone Group Sommelier 
Sarah Limacher’s paint-by-numbers wine 
list. Her three key descriptors should 

see you drinking more leftfield choices, like the 
approachable “golden/hay/apricot” 2010 Fattori 
‘Danieli’ Soave Classico ($12/glass), or the even 
better “dried spice/peach/apple” 2010 Milton 
Chenin Blanc ($12/glass), this summer.
2 Elizabeth Bay Road, Elizabeth Bay (02) 9357 5333 
www.gazebowinegarden.com.au
British/Wine/Modern Australian $$$

Mellow Thai 

Gazebo Wine Garden 

INNER WEST

Cantina Bar
Chilli heat is measured in Scoville 
units, and this new Balmain entry is so 
hot, it blows it right off the peninsula. 
Just don’t reach for your Jalapeno 
Margarita ($16) after delving into 
the epic chilli sauce collection here. 
The seductive passionfruit and vanilla 
allure of the Twisted Margarita ($16) 
incited me to throw caution aside 
and douse my jalapeno-enhanced 
Cantina Quesadilla ($12) with Sudden 
Death. Prior to my mouth becoming 
a burning pit of hell, I threw down 
crazy-good Deep Fried Jalapenos ($9), 
tasty Tostadas ($15) and satisfyingly 
sloppy Pulled Pork Sliders ($16). Your 
big, boozy injection of fun ends with 

Churros ($10) and chocolate chilli 
sauce…
350 Darling Street, Balmain
9810 0086
www.facebook.com/cantinabarbalmain
Mexican/Bar Food $$$ 
Blancmange 
I slid back into Blancmange with the 
familiarity of catching up with an old 
friend; but change has been stirring 
in the form of a new young-gun 
chef - Nathan Brindle. He’s added 
tempting appetisers like airy Blood 
Pud. with White Bean and Golden 
Raisin ($4) – and makes everything 
himself, from sourdough to soft 
cheese. The latter is presented on the 
beautifully plated Mirrool Creek Lamb 
($34) with Jerusalem artichoke and a 
tumble of smashed peas, dabbed with 

preserved lemon puree. His Chestnut 
Raviolo with Egg and Mushroom 
($20) is worth ordering just to see it 
ooze egg yolk and mascarpone. The 
food’s tightened into what I’d say is 
Blancmange’s best!
1 Station Street, Petersham
9568 4644
www.restaurantblancmange.com.au
Modern European $$$$
Restaurant Atelier 
It’s folly to imagine Darren 
Templeman’s three-course Mid Week 
Special ($70/head) is a pared back 
affair - it includes all the trimmings 
from amuse bouche to pre-dessert. 
Gagging for Thirlmere Goose ($24), 
I’m surprised to report it was his 
achingly tender Tasmanian Abalone 
with House-Smoked Pork Jowl, Enoki, 

Korean Master Soy and Nasturtium 
Leaves ($24) that most impressed. 
Darren demonstrates his mastery 
of flavours in this intricate dance of 
sea and smoky swine. Follow it with 
Grimaud Duckling ($36) glazed in 
caramel and Szechuan pepper, against 
a surprising Bloodwood Shiraz ($59). 
The Souffle’s ($15) the signature 
dessert for a reason, but I preferred 
the surprisingly salty Chocolate and 
Olive Oil Délice ($15). 
22 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 
9566 2112
www.restaurantatelier.com.au
Modern European/French  $$$$  

GREATER SYDNEY

Radio Cairo 
Arriving at a restaurant that gives 
SBS World Movies a run for its 
money, I expected a train wreck. 

Some South African Lamb Sosaties 
($4.25) marinated in Madras spices 
and brown sugar; Cajun Popcorn 
($14.65), and killer BBQ’d Jerk Pork 
Ribs ($24.75) later, I was grinning. 
Sure, nine countries in one meal 
feels a bit like flicking through Trip 
Advisor, but I loved their cocktail 
and cheese bread combination 
Dwaaba and Jungle Bread ($12.95) 
unified by honey; Afro Fries ($8.45) 
and fragrant African Mint Tea Cream 
($8.50). They even do decent fusion 
– an Indi-Caribbean ‘Num Num’ 
Roti Wrap ($13.75) with potato and 
onion sambal, cheese and pumpkin 
seeds.
83 Spofforth Street, Cremorne 
9908 2649
World $$-$$$
The Tea Room Gunners’ Barracks
With the weather practically 

screaming picnic, I thought it high 
time I returned to this wonderfully 
outdoorsy venue. Drizzle had me 
appreciating their recently renovated 
(and insulated) retractable verandah 
roof. The new soft grey colour 
palate makes a hero of the view, 
and my dining companion’s Vivienne 
Westwood . We consumed the 
Champagne Afternoon Tea ($60/
head) - a classic multi-tiered affair 
that arrives with tea and that all-
important piccolo of dry Pommery 
French Champagne. From the oven 
we were beguiled with flavoursome 
chickpea samosas and golden scones; 
whilst in the cakes the elegant Opera 
slice and the springy, spice-rich 
carrot cake impressed the most.
End Of Suakin Drive, Mosman
8962 5900 www.thetearoom.com.au
High Tea $$$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30
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Dean Walsh is clearly a man who 
loves his job. The choreographer 
and Australia Council Dance 
Fellow has spent the last two years 
researching marine environments 
to use in his creative work. This 
has included liaising with the 
arts, media communications and 
science faculties at Macquarie 
University; completing his rescue 
dive qualification; meeting with 
marine experts, environmentalists 
and scuba divers; and even taking 
to his sewing machine to create 
what he affectionately refers to 
as the sensory dive memory suit 
(SDMS).
The last two years of hard work 
will be distilled in Prime Orderly, 
a two-part dance piece that 
explores real-life diver situations 
and is followed by a Q&A with 
guest speakers. The first part of 
the evening is Walsh’s solo piece, 
An Enemy, which investigates 
predator and prey and our 
role within their habitat. Under 
Pressure is performed by Walsh, 
Kathryn Puie and Natalie Ayton 
and reflects the actual time line 

of a scuba dive. This is where the 
SDMS comes in, a device that 
recreates the weightlessness felt 
when scuba diving. “I wanted to 
work out the state of neutral 
buoyancy. As dancers we are 
so used to defying gravity,” he 
explains. “We work with or against 
it ... so I sewed up a big stretch 
velvet jumpsuit that was ten sizes 
too big.”
“We’ve been pillaging from certain 
environments for too long,” 
Walsh continues. “We need to 
question our practices and look 
deeply to the inner space of 
our ocean and tune into scapes 
that we might not be exposed 
to everyday but are so pivotal 
to our future. I’m interested in 
talking to environmental experts 
and bringing them into our 
performance so the public gets the 
insight as well. “ (ES)
Oct 25-27, Riverside Theatre, 
cnr Church & Market Sts, 
Parramatta, $20-27, 
8839 3399
riversideparramatta.com.au

“Powerful, gripping and human,” is 
how actor Christine Falsone describes 
Andrew Bovell’s award-winning play. It 
not only won both the 2008 Victorian and 
Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards, 
but also nabbed a Green Room Award, 
Sydney Theatre Award and an AWGIE.
Set across two continents and spanning 
four generations, the play follows Henry 
Law, a man who predicts that a fish 
will one day fall from the sky causing a 
catastrophic flood and the end of the 
world. Fifty years later, a fish falls at his 
grandson’s feet.
Falsone is playing Henry’s wife and has 
stepped back in time to the world of 
1950s London. “She is a very vibrant 
and intelligent woman who is forced to 
deal with a traumatic situation that has a 

tragic impact on future generations,” she 
explains.
The prolific Bovell has captivated 
Australian audiences for decades with 
his sharp and clever storytelling including 
Speaking in Tongues and the film Strictly 
Ballroom.
“The language Bovell uses is not 
naturalistic but poetic,” Falsone 
continues. “The way the stories are 
interwoven is really unique. It manages to 
tell a personal story while also making a 
comment on the environment. It weaves 
together big ideas but tells them in a 
relatable way.” (ES)
Oct 31-Nov 17, Sydney Independent 
Theatre Company, 8A/32-60 Alice St, 
Newtown, $20-32, sitco.net.au

A teenage boy and his 
younger brother lie face 
down, motionless, on the 
floor of their brightly 
coloured bedroom. They are 
locked in whilst their parents 
argue a legendary domestic 
dispute. This is the opening 
scene of Medea, a reworking 
of the classic Euripides tale 
by writers Kate Mulvany and 
Anne-Louise Sarks from the 
children’s point of view.
The siblings fight, argue, 
wrestle and indulge in the 
rough and tumble play of 
boys reaching adolescence. 
They are interrupted by 

the arrival of their mother, 
Medea (Blazey Best). Her 
husband is leaving her for a 
younger woman and taking 
her sons. She grimaces, her 
face contorts with anguish 
and she assures the boys she 
loves them. When she leaves, 
they continue their antics.
Medea is a well written and 
superbly acted play. It is a 
heartbreaking look at the 
distance between the adult 
and child world. When the 
two collide, tragedy is the 
inevitable result. (LR)
Until Nov 25, Belvoir St 
Theatre, 25 Belvoir St, 
Surry Hills, $32-42, 
9699 3444, belvoir.com.au 

Parodying classic tunes from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s, Menopause the Musical promises to 
provide a unique yet personal perspective of 
‘The Change.’ Instead of being a lament about 
its negative aspects, this concert celebrates 
menopause and all its symptoms and effects.
“The stories ring so true ...” says cast 
member, Wendy Grose. “It’s natural part of 
our life, so we may as well embrace it and 
enjoy the journey.”
Grose says this is shown through four very 
different women - Power Woman, Earth 
Mother, Soap Star and Dubbo Housewife - 
who cover the gamut of female identity. They 
meet by chance and share their stories with 
the audience.
When asked about her character - Dubbo 
Housewife - and how she fits into the 
broader story, Grose explains that as a wife 

and mother, her life has revolved around 
her family’s needs rather than her own. But 
now, she is learning about herself through 
the company and experiences of the other 
women.
These deeper themes aside, Menopause 
the Musical aims to deliver joy and laughter 
through some great songs and good jokes. 
They also want to reassure some of us that 
we’re not the only ones suffering weight gain 
and hot flushes.
“The main challenge is not to laugh at your 
colleagues’ funny lines,” says Grose. “My 
favourite moments are when I get to sing 
about my lamentable thighs and when we all 
sing a beautiful anthem to our mums.” (MP)
Nov 3, Everest Theatre, Seymour Centre, 
cnr City Rd & Cleveland St, Chippendale, 
$40-55, 9351 7940, seymourcentre.com

WHEN THE RAIN STOPS FALLING

PRIME: ORdERLy

MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL 
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series of script-in-hand readings 
that will bring back to life a hand-
picked batch of Australia’s most 
important and iconic plays. (AJ)
Oct 28, Nov 11 & Dec 16, The 
Old Fitzroy Hotel, cnr Cathedral & 
Dowling Sts, Woolloomooloo, $5 on 
the door 
MADAMA BUTTERFLY 
Puccini’s popular opera has 
become a regular part of the 
repertoire at Opera Australia, 
so much so that the current 
production is starting to fray a 
bit at the edges. The wooden set 
appears stark and the lighting is 
harsh at times. However, through 
it all, Puccini’s score is stupendous. 
(LG)
Until Nov 1, Sydney Opera House, 
$58-297, 9318 8200, 
opera-australia.org.au
SAVAGE IN LIMBO Hitting a 
mid-life crisis in your early 30s 
is not exactly the ideal situation, 
but for a group of 32-year-old 
perennial losers it’s a call for 
desperate measures. Set in the 
1980s in a bar in Brooklyn, Savage 
in Limbo by John Patrick Shanley 
explores the challenges faced and 
connections formed by a group 
who find themselves stuck in the 

THEATRE & 
PERFORMANCE

BETWEEN TWO WAVES 
Climate Scientist Daniel Wells (Ian 
Meadows) knows the world is 
going to end – soon – and no one 
else seems to care. This political 
drama (also written by Meadows) 
snowballs with tension, although 
in the process a few sub-plots 
go unresolved. As director Sam 
Strong’s last show at Griffin, it is an 
ideal farewell. (ES) 
Until Nov 17, Griffin SBW Stables 
Theatre, 10 Nimrod Street, Kings 
Cross, $15-49, 9361 3817 
griffintheatre.com.au
CIRQUE DE SOLEIL: OVO 
What is most astounding about any 
Cirque du Soleil show is the sheer 
ambition of what the human body 
can accomplish. Cirque balances a 
line between gorgeous spectacle 
and the grotesque. Here staying 
on the safe side, some might have 
wanted to see more insect-on-
insect devouring. (OA)
Until Nov 4, Entertainment Quarter, 
122 Lang Rd, Moore Park, $74-275, 
cirquedusoleil.com
FALLOUT
Four teenagers named Alpha, 
Bravo, Charlie, Delta are trapped 

in a room where they have to 
cure themselves of a ‘sickness.’ 
Whenever they feel something, 
they have to suppress it. This 
sinister coming-of-age-story is, 
“tense, invigorating and poetic” 
(ES)
Until Nov 3, The Old Fitzroy Theatre, 
129 Dowling St, Woolloomooloo, $21-
33, 9365 0147, rocksurfers.org                
THE KNOWLEDGE Hopeless 
rebellious teenage students causing 
chaos for their young probationary 
teacher is hardly a revolutionary 
plotline. But The Knowledge, penned 
by UK writer John Donnelly, is 
anything but a cliché. This is theatre 
at its absolute best: the comic 
timing, the shameless crudity 
and the gut-wrenching dramatic 
climaxes all nailed to perfection 
under the direction of Rebecca 
Martin. (GF)
Until Nov 3, New Theatre, 542 King 
St, Newtown, 1300 347 250, $25-30, 
newtheatre.org.au
LEGALLY BLONDE: THE 
MUSICAL is finally here, and it 
exceeds expectations. The cast is 
vocally strong and energetic, and 
while this musical shares its name 
with the popular film, it stands 
apart as a stage experience that
should not be missed.  (LD)
Until Dec 27, Lyric Theatre, Pirrama 

Rd, Pyrmont, $69.75-$95.90, 1300 
795 267, ticketmaster.com.au
LES MISERABLES is back with 
a bang! David Tucker is the director 
of the much-celebrated musical, 
and says his debut will be, “the 
best show you’ll see … this year.” 
The scores have also received an 
update, and the Riverside Lyric 
Ensemble is the first to showcase 
them in the new production.  (SY)
Until Oct 27, Riverside Theatres, 
cnr Church & Market Sts, 
Parramatta, $35-45, 8839 3399, 
riversideparramatta.com.au
PRIVATE LIVES Fans of old-
fashioned English comedy are in 
for a treat. Director Ralph Myers 
has placed Noël Coward’s 1930s 
comedy of manners into a modern 
context with Aussie accents and a 
minimalist setting. And with witty 
one-liners such as, “Don’t quibble 
Sibyl” this production retains its 
comforting British charm – less 
comforting, the somewhat dated 
approach to domestic violence.  
(ES) Until Nov 11, Belvoir Street 
Theatre, 25 Belvoir Street, Surry Hills, 
$29-62,  9699 344, belvoir.com.au
PUB PLAYS Once a month, 
some of Sydney’s finest actors and 
directors will descend on The Old 
Fitz for Pub Plays, an intriguing new 
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biggest rut of their lives. (LE)
Until Nov 3, TAP Gallery, 278 Palmer 
St, Darlinghurst, $20-30, 
1300 314 151,  
workhorsetheatreco.com
SEX WITH STRANGERS Two 
writers are stranded at a retreat 
during a terrible blizzard. One is 
a successful blogger whose latest 
book tracks his sexual escapades 
while the other is a homebody, a 
bookworm and failed novelist. This 
engaging love story has delightful 
splashes of literary flair, and whilst 
this play isn’t going to please 
everyone, for those who like their 
rom-coms served with a sprinkling 
of highbrow, the two hours will 
fly by. (ES)
Until Nov 24, Sydney Theatre 
Company, Pier 4, Hickson Rd, 
Walsh Bay, $40-79, 9250 1777, 
sydneytheatre.com.au
SEXES FESTIVAL WARNING: 
This festival definitely contains 
coarse language, nudity, sexual 
references and adult themes, as 
well as exhibitions, performances, 
live art, erotic readings and a 
danceathon. (CN)
Oct 25-Dec 1, CarriageWorks, 245 
Wilson Street, Eveleigh, free-$30, 

8571 9111, 
performancespace.com.au
TARANTULA Award-winning 
playwright Alana Valentine’s latest 
creation, is a play within a play. 
Two actors, Gina and Terry, are 
rehearsing a play where they are 
the 1856 lovers Lola and Noel 
who are returning by ship to 
America from a scandal-filled tour 
of Australia. Sharp and thought-
provoking. (LG)
Until Nov 3, King St Theatre, 644 
King St, Newtown, $24-32, 
0423 082 015,
kingstreettheatre.com.au
A VIEW FROM MOVING 
WINDOWS  Australian 
patriotism can get pretty ugly. 
Innovative director Augusta Supple 
has brought together a diverse 
group of playwrights from various 
ages and backgrounds to capture 
a journey that is familiar to many 
Sydneysiders – the train trip to 
and from Sydney’s geographical 
centre, Parramatta.This is a 
60-minute show incorporating 
monologues, songs, movement 
pieces and poems.  (ES)
Until Oct 27, Riverside Theatre, cnr 
Church & Market Sts, Parramatta, 
$23-27, 8839 3399, 
riversideparramatta.com.au

After her own experience with IVF, 
writer and performer Deborah Thomson 
saw in the subject a comedy gold mine: 
describing it as, “theatrical and funny.”
She hopes that her story will intrigue 
some of those who might not normally 
go to the theatre, although Thomson is 
careful to point out that her intent is not 
to mock this increasingly common way 
of having children. Rather, it is to portray 
a truthful and humanised tale of her own 
experience: where, “truth is stranger than 
fiction.”
With the help of fellow actor Lucy Miller 
and a three-piece band, My Private Parts 
promises to be an entertaining and 
thought-provoking night out. With some 
members of the audience, “coming out 
and admitting to IVF” themselves after 
shows already, it is clearly, ahem, fertile ground for 
discussion. (TP)

Oct 31-Nov 17, Seymour Centre, cnr City 
Rd & Cleveland St, Chippendale, $15-32, 
seymourcentre.com

Great Expectations is a story about loss, deception 
and identity. It features one of Dickens’ most 
haunting and iconic characters, the deserted 
bride, Miss Havisham. It is fitting, therefore, that 
the bAKEHOUSE Theatre Company’s production 
features actors from the inner west, which in urban 
myth is the home of the original Miss Havisham, 
Eliza Donnithorne from Newtown.
Great Expectations, the novel, is immense in scale, 
convoluted in plot and populated by eccentric, 
exaggerated and eerie Victorians. In this production, 
borrowed from the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
London, bAKEHOUSE uses the cast as characters, 

commentators and chorus. Backed by a simplistic 
set, the complicated Dickensian circus becomes a 
tale that resonates with 21st Century audiences.
On the foggy moors of England and in the bustling 
filth 19th Century London, Magwitch, Joe Gargery, 
and Pip live again. Combining a traditional story 
with the expertise of the atyp, Great Expectations at 
the Wharf Theatre promises to be a night of charm, 
wit and poignancy. (LR)
Oct 31-Nov 17, atyp Studio 1, The Wharf, Pier 
4/5, Hickson Rd, Walsh Bay, $20-32.50
9270 2400, atyp.com.au 

With its raw performances and dynamic 
staging Darlinghurst Theatre Company bare all 
on a bare stage in their innovative production 
of the August Strindberg classic, Miss Julie.
Set on the estate of a Swedish Count on 
Midsummer Eve, Miss Julie (Kate Box), the 
Count’s daughter, Jean (James Lugton), the 
Count’s most faithful attendant and Kristen, 
the cook (Sophie Gregg), enter a tragic and 
irreversible game.
Tackling the complex tragedy head on, 
the company have stripped back the play 
to highlight the psychological battle that 
individuals face in trying to fight their given 
societal roles.
The actors involved give fully committed 
performances of damaged and flawed 
individuals raging against the boundaries of 
class, gender and damaged upbringing.
With compelling use of props and music Miss 
Julie connects on a deeper level, creating an 
energetic and original adaptation that starts 
off slow and builds to an exhilarating finish. 
(SO)
Until Nov 11, Darlinghurst Theatre, 19 
Greenknowe Avenue, Potts Point, $33-38, 
8356 9987,darlinghursttheatre.com

Richard Straus’s opera Salome 
is a sordid affair.  Based on 
Oscar Wilde’s controversial 
French play (which was banned 
in its day), the opera reworks 
the biblical story of Salome 
-- a young Judean princess who 
demands the head of St John 
the Baptist after he refuses her 
sexual advances. Director Gale 
Edwards’ staging of this classic 
story is confronting:  animal cadavers hang against the back wall over a long dining table. The infamous 
dance of the seven veils becomes a mesmerising parade of male sexual fantasy figures including Marilyn 
Monroe and a fallen Madonna. When the head of Jokaanan (St John) is presented to the young princess in 
the climactic final scene, the dangling tendons and blood are palpable. Edward’s production is cinematic 
with the costumes, set and lighting evoking Fellini’s Satyricon.  Cheryl Barker is sensuous as Salome. 
Her unsuccessful seduction of Jokaanan is both beguiling and amusing. John Wegner is stoic as Jokaanan. 
And John Peckering is aptly hedonistic and amply sleezy as the emperor Herod, who allows himself to 
be seduced by his ghoulishly demanding step daughter. The one act opera moves quickly with Richard 
Strauss’ discordant score setting the right tone for this disturbing theatrical event. (LG)
Until Nov 3, Sydney Opera House, $44-297, 9318 8200, opera-australia.org.au

My PRIVATE PARTS: AN INSIdE VIEW OF FERTILISATION

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

MISS JULIE

SALOME
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T H E  N A K E d  C I T y

BY COFFIN ED, MISS DEATH & JAY KATZ

There’s an old Australian expression 
that denotes an act of foolishness or 
misjudgement: “Off goes your head, 
and on goes a pineapple.” These days 
with the forever creeping influence of 
American culture that pineapple is more 
likely to be a pumpkin, hollowed out, as 
we embrace yet another onslaught of 
rampant Americana.

Go back a few decades and the only people who 
celebrated Halloween in Australia were foreign 
expats, Goths and a diehard collection of horror 
movie fans. These days Halloween fervour is 
on a roll - the $2 shops are chock-a-block with 
plastic spiders and spooky masks, suburban kids 
are trick and treating throughout the hood and 
groovy ghostly themed parties are happening all 
over town. Even Coles and Woolies are cashing 
in with literally thousands of pumpkins on sale, 
purely for the purpose of Halloween decoration. 
Pumpkin farmers must be loving it.
As much as we have adopted an American-
style Halloween as a celebration of our own, 
you would be hard pressed to find anybody to 

explain the origins of this phenomena or in fact 
just what we are celebrating. The same probably 
applies to the average American who see 
Halloween as just old fashioned escapism from 
the drudgery of everyday life. Nothing gets your 
mind off that mushrooming mortgage more than 
a skeleton suit or a set of plastic vampire fangs, 
not to mention the massive sugar rush that 
comes with downing kilos of candy.
Maybe we can blame this whole cultural 
appropriation on the Halloween movie 
franchise which began in 1978 with director 
John Carpenter’s original low budget movie and 
ballooned into a staggering worldwide franchise 
of ten movies as well as numerous books, 
comics and Michael Myers masks. Even more 
interesting is the suggestion that the current fad 
is a cunning PR plot by Aussie pumpkin growers, 
keen to offset declining sales of pumpkin soup 
with hollowed out lanterns. And perhaps the 
most out there theory of them all is that we 
are currently in the midst of a secretive alien 
invasion, whereby pumpkin headed extra-
terrestrials are slowly infiltrating every facet of 
our modern day existence.

Having said all that the Naked 
City crew are shamelessly 
cashing in on Wednesday 
31st of October, the official 
date of Halloween, with 
a special All Hallows Eve 
version of Texas Chainsaw 
Trivia at the Darlo Bar 
(Royal Sovereign Hotel) in 
Darlinghurst. You are invited 
to dress for the occasion (the 
usual wacky stuff) and wallow 
in an environment of plastic 
creepy crawlies and spray 
on cobwebs. There will be 
special DVD prizes courtesy 
of Umbrella’s Shocktober 
releases including copies 
of Dario Argento’s Suspiria 
as well as titles from the 
Halloween franchise. Best 
of all you will be joining 
the absurdity of celebrating 
something completely 
ridiculous and keeping the 
Australian pumpkin industry 
alive!

PUMPKIN HEAdS FROM OUTER SPACE! 
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‘Murder by the book (Tara Moss)’, 2010, Rosemary Valadon © Rosemary Valadon, photo by Peter Adams

PRIMAVERA 2012 is the Museum 
of Contemporary Art’s annual 
exhibition of Australian artists aged 
35 years and under. This year the 
show features works from artists 
Dion Beasley, Benjamin Forster, 
Anastasia Klose, Todd McMillan, 
Kate Mitchell, Teho Ropeyan 
and Justine Varga using media as 
diverse as drawing, photography 
and film. (LR)
Until Dec 2, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 140 George St, The 
Rocks, free, 9245 2400, mca.com.au
CLAIRE HEALY & SEAN 
CORDEIRO This exhibition 
showcases the artists’ focus on 
transport and consumer society 
through the use of everyday items, 
such as bottles, mattresses and 
IKEA furniture. The exhibition is a 
witty discourse on contemporary 
themes which confronts the 
audience with the transience of 
consumerism (LR)
Until Dec 2, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 140 George St, The 
Rocks, free, 9245 2400, mca.com.au

FASHION FLASHBACK: 
PHOTOGRAPHY’S GLAMOUR 
STORY EXPOSED The history 
of our nation’s trendy seams is 
unpicked in this showcase of 
over 30 photographs focusing on 
Australian fashion icons.  (CA)
Until late Dec, State Library, 
Macquarie St, Sydney, free, 9273 
1414, 
KEN WHISSON: AS IF This 
retrospective of little-known local 
artist Ken Whisson is a feast for 
the eyes and food for the spirit. 
The exhibition includes works 
from the 1940s to the present day, 
ordered thematically, and illustrates 
this unique artist’s preoccupation 
with language, books and political 
philosophy. (LR)
Until Nov 25, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, 140 George St, The Rocks, free, 
9245 2400, mca.com.au 
LEGO COLOSSEUM The Nicholson 
Museum is Australia’s first museum 
to have a fixed LEGO exhibition and 
curator Michael Turner hopes it will 
inspire people of all ages to take an 
interest in history and the Roman 
civilisation. (YP)  Until Feb 2013, 

Nicholson Museum, University of Sydney, 
southern entrance of the Quadrangle, 
free, 9351 2812, 
sydney.edu.au/museums
WINDGRID Internationally renowned 
British artist Tim Knowles is coming 
to Sydney to celebrate the power of 
wind.  Taylor Square passers-by can 
spy tiny paper aeroplanes suspended 
above them to create a ‘ceiling’ while 
casting moving shadows below them. 
(ES)
Until May 14, 2013, Taylor Square, 
Oxford Street, Darlinghurst, 
free,cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
WINNING SKY PHOTOS: DAVID 
MARLIN ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARD Thanks to the Sydney 
Observatory, and a talented group 
of astrophotographers, the average 
punter can now get a little closer 
to the stars than before. The David 
Marlin Awards for the best sky 
photos of 2012 is now on display, 
showcasing the winning entries from 
around Australia. (KB)
Until Oct 26, Sydney Observatory, 
Observatory Hill, The Rocks, free, 
9921 3485, sydneyobservatory.com.au

In Poster Boy, Claudia Shaw Chan 
(of ABC’s Collectors) celebrates the 
fringes of the Sydney urban landscape. 
Her first solo exhibition, Shaw aims 
to showcase the decaying graphics 
of worn street posters through the 
immediacy of the digital camera. The 
images are a dialogue about the fleeting 
presence of time and memory in our 
public spaces.
Consisting of approximately 20 pieces, 
each combines brash colour, bold 
words and iconic images in ripped and 
layered collage. The result is a series 
of multi-textured and fragmented 
vignettes, which are visually dynamic 
and thought-provoking.
The most notable work, visually and 
emotively, is Spiderman. The enlarged 
eyes of the legendary superhero 
dominate the page and overlook a 
mishmash of red, black and white 
letters and shapes. This comic book 
figure seems menacing rather than a 
symbol of good.
The Existence of Life shows a faceless 
man in suit, situated above a 
collection of jagged shapes of white 
and greyish blue hues. The disjointed 
statement, ‘The Existence of Life: 
Highly Overrated Phenomenon,’ cuts 
diagonally through the middle, stamping 
it with an aura of melancholy and 
intrigue.
The exhibition’s only downfall 
is the layout of the collection 
within the space. A portion of the 
seriessitsabovethe staircase, while 
another is placed on a wall behind a 
desk, making it difficult to examine 
each piece as closely as you might like. 
(MP)
Until Nov 3, NG Art Gallery,3 Little 
Queen St, Chippendale, 9318 2992, 
ngrart.com.au

“It’s a very funny show,” Police and Justice Museum 
artist-in-residence Rosemary Valadon says of 
Wicked Women. The series of paintings, three years 
in the making, presents portraits of 17 high-profile 
Australian women as cover girls from old pulp 
novels and noir fiction.
From the very recognisable, such as Tara Moss, 
Rachel Ward, Sonia Kruger and Imogen Kelley to 
women more used to letting their words speak 
for themselves like Ros Reines, Larissa Behrendt 
and Annette Shun Wah, the portraits represent, 
“modern women, in charge of their own destinies.” 
The vibrant works explore the dangerous side of 
the women, at once ironic and sexy.
Valadon used oils to produce the work. “You want 
the finish to look buttery and spontaneous,” she 

says. “To avoid grey in painting is my main concern. 
[The colours] set up a natural vibration. It slows 
you down, makes you take your time and you can 
sink into it”.
The portraits are certainly vibrant, with luminous 
colours bringing the women to life. Above all else, 
they are a celebration of strong women, of their 
dark side, their strength and their style. Wicked 
Women is about showing the many facets of female 
archetypes - the femme fatale, the showgirl, the 
husband killer, and the siren, but also the actress, 
the lawyer, the dancer, the journalist and the activist. 
(KB)
Until April 28, 2013, Police & Justice Museum, 
cnr Albert & Phillip Sts, Circular Quay, $5-20 
family, 9252 1144,
hht.net.au/museums/justice_and_police_museum
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ARBITRAGE Starring 
Richard Gere at his suave, 
silver fox best, this is a fast 
paced suspense thriller 
about the moral dilemmas 
facing a powerful and 
successful businessman in 
the opulent world of high 
finance. (PB) WWW

BERNIE Bernie Tiede (Jack 
Black) is a unique character, 
loved by all in the Texas town 
of Carthage. Esteemed funeral 
director and community leader, 
no-one suspects his motives 
when he befriends wealthy 
but generally despised widow 
Marjorie Nugent (Shirley 
MacLaine). (CC) WWWW

THIS IS ROLLER DERBY 
A documentary following 
the leagues in Victoria and 
Adelaide. You don’t have 
to be a hardcore fan to 
appreciate the heartache 
overcome by some, and 
the grit and determination 
displayed by all. (CC) WWW

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA is 
a fast-paced and surprisingly 
up-beat 3D animation film 
about a hotel owned by 
Count Dracula. It manages 
to retain the wide-eyed 
naïvety we recognise from 
classic children’s films, rather 
than the darker, more ironic 

approaches we’ve witnessed 
of late. (IB) WWW

I WISH is a sweet and 
inspiring movie that 
captures the lives of 
children with parents who 
haven’t quite grown up 
yet themselves. It includes 
beautiful cinematography, a 
predominantly instrumental 
score and bright-eyed acting 
from young children who 
represent the aspirations 
of little minds with big 
dreams. (AG) WWW½

CINEMA CLASSICS IN DIGITAL 
Sydney’s most iconic cinema 
is showing some of the most 
spectacular films of the 20th 
century looking better than 
ever in a season of digitally 
remastered movie classics. 
With Spielberg blockbusters 
to the classic musicals, there is 
something for everyone. (PB) 
Until Dec 2, Hayden Orpheum

LAWLESS Since John Hillcoat’s 
first pairing with celebrated 
indie musician Nick Cave in 
1988 (Ghosts…of the Civil 
Dead), the pair has forged a 
relationship that has produced 
some challenging and engaging 
cinema, notably 2005′s The 
Proposition. Unfortunately, 
however, this prohibition-era 
gunslinger doesn’t stick with 
you as much as the duo’s 

past efforts, but for the acting 
alone is certainly worth a 
watch.  (NH) WWW½

THE WEDDING PARTY In 
exchange for a large sum 
of cash, Steve agrees to a 
marriage of convenience with 
Ana, a Russian woman seeking 
residency in Australia. The 
humour is either over-the-top, 
anti-climatic or provides the 
squirm factor. (MP) WW

HOLA MEXICO FILM FESTIVAL  
The boutique festival of 15 
opens with Mariachi Gringo, 
a comedy about running 
away to Mexico to become 
a mariachi singer, and hits 
some serious notes with 
documentaries such as De 
Panzazo, a film that brought 
about changes in the Mexican 
government’s policy. (TP) Oct 
26-Nov 4, Event Cinemas, 
505-525 George St, Sydney, 
$14.50-17.50,holameixcoff.com

KILLING THEM SOFTLY 
Incensed by a daring raid 
on a mob-protected card 
game, the New Orleans 
criminal fraternity hire a 
callous enforcer (Brad Pitt) 
to eliminate a trio of small-
time crooks. Punctuated by 
excessive brutality, Killing 
Them Softly is an artfully-
crafted crime drama that 
suggests the American Dream 
is a fallacy (JH) WWW½

helping his pupils cope with 
traumatisation, his own losses 
and secrets are slowly exposed. 
Poignant, memorable and truly 
moving. (GH) WWWW

MOONRISE KINGDOM  Another 
awkwardly-awesome film by 
Wes Anderson. Twelve-year-
olds Sam (Jared Gilman), an 
orphaned Scout also known as 
“beige lunatic”, and Suzy (Kara 
Hayward) – a troubled child who 
loves magical stories – fall in love 
and make a pact to run away into 
the wilderness to create their 
own universe. (SP) WWWW

SAVAGES Chon and Ben, who 
share a lucrative weed growing 
business and same girlfriend, 
‘O’, are threatened by chainsaw 
loving cartel boss. While oozing 
California cool, it appears 
the plot was lost somewhere 
within the writer’s own smoke 
haze and the film falls short 
of its promise. (PB) WW

TAKE THIS WALTZ When the 
comfortably married Margot 
(Michelle Williams) chances 
upon her sexy new neighbour, 
she suddenly becomes aware 
of another life she could be 
living, and the possibility of 
passion, sex and escape is 
overwhelming. Implausible in 

parts, but this is certainly the 
work of an adventurous and 
gifted filmmaker. (KSo) WW½

WUTHERING HEIGHTS A bold, 
but ultimately unsuccessful 
attempt at an adaptation 
of Emily Bronte’s literary 
classic from the director 
of 2009’s gritty Fish Tank, 
Andrea Arnold.  (KSo) WW

I AM ELEVEN In this 
documentary Australian 
filmmaker Genevieve Bailey 
gives a rare insight into a 
unique stage of humanity as she 
travels the world documenting 
the lives of a collection of 
11-year-olds. (NL) WWW½

THE KING IS DEAD  Director 
Rolf de Heer’s story about 
neighbourhood nightmares takes 
a peculiar turn when a couple 
pursue an unexpected solution 
to their problem. (LR) WWW

SHADOW DANCER After 
the tragic death of her young 
brother when she was a child, 
Colette and her family turn to 
the IRA to redress their wrongs. 
Colette is a conflicted volunteer 
and is blackmailed into helping 
British agent Mac.  A film of 
many questions and few answers, 
the short run time adds to its 
suspenseful feel. (LR) WWW

Based on Britain’s legendary Judge Dredd comic 
strip, Dredd is a hard-boiled albeit derivative sci-
fi actioner starring Karl Urban (Star Trek) as the 
eponymous character - a ruthless law enforcer 
operating in the vast dystopian metropolis of 
Mega-City One. While investigating a triple-
homicide, Dredd and his psychic protégé (Olivia 
Thrilby) are trapped in a monolithic slum by it’s 
chief resident Ma-Ma (Lena Headey), a sadistic 
crime lord involved in the production of the 
perception-altering narcotic, ‘Slow-Mo’. Sure, 
it has the exact same plot as The Raid (Gareth 
Evans’ wonderfully unhinged martial arts 
flick - if you haven’t seen it, see it!) but Judge 
Dredd aficionados will relish the film’s over-the-
top violence, grimy cyberpunk aesthetic and 
adherence to comic-book lore. Vitally, Urban nails 
his character’s fearsome and dogged persona. 
Visage partially concealed by a helmet, mouth 

bent in a perpetual scowl - Urban’s enigmatic 
future cop might just be cinema’s coolest 
fascist since ‘Dirty’ Harry Callahan. Also, props 
to Thrilby who tempers naivety with grit, and 
Headey who delivers casual menace. It’s not high-
art, but its a blast. (JH) WWW

From a dark comedy about a Jewish woman 
looking for love in all the wrong places 
(Dorfman) to Hitler’s Children, which looks at the 
traumatised lives of the descendants of infamous 
Nazis such as Goering, Himmler and Hoess, this 

year’s Jewish Film Festival has something for 
everyone.
Says Festival Director Eddie Tamir, “I’m delighted 
to build upon the Festival’s proud history by 
screening films that celebrate the global Jewish 
experience in all its diversity and rich ethnicity.”
A highlight of this year would have to be Six 
Million and One (pictured), a film by David Fisher 
about a visit he takes with his siblings to the 
concentration camp his father was housed in, and 
the impact of this visit on their lives. Powerful 
and arresting, this is one of the most intense 
films of the festival, while on the lighter side we 
get to follow a young woman asking Would You 
Have Sex With an Arab? throughout the bars of Tel 
Aviv. (LG)
Nov 1-18, Event Cinemas, Level 8, Westfield 
Shopping Centre, Bondi Junction, $16-35,
jiff.com.au

The Paranormal Activity phenomenon is dead. 
The fresh ‘found footage’ style that once had 
crowds literally exiting mid-film in terror has lost 
its appeal, leaving behind shallow characters, a 
fickle plotline and cheap, overused thrills for this 
anticlimactic fourth installment.
The moving shadows, abrupt 
screams, shaky cameras and 
‘token creepy kid’ have become 
tired replicas serving only to 
reiterate how cheap recycling is. 
Replacing the classic surveillance 
cameras with webcams and 
iPhones feels lazy at best. The 
once highly-effective ‘deep 
silence’ technique now inspires 
yawns, not terror.
Overall, we’re left with a series 

of confusing scare attempts with no plot stringing 
them together, despite decent-quality acting from 
Kathryn Newton and Matt Shively. The only real 
entertainment comes from the cinema’s teenage 
girls yelling in anticipation over disappointingly 
unfrightening payoffs. (GF) WW½

Argo is an intense thriller that mixes archive 
footage with painstaking recreation to reproduce 
the terror of the Iran hostage situation.
The opening of the film is a brief montage 
which explains Iranian history till 1980. This 
skilful merging of history and fiction continues 
throughout the movie, from its opening shot of 
a burning US flag to the last frame which lingers 
lovingly on Star Wars toys.
The plot centres on the unusual CIA cover story 
which was used to extricate six hostages hiding 
in the Canadian embassy in Tehran. The plan 
included science fiction, fake advertisements, 
eccentric Hollywood producers and a fabricated 
film production. Star Ben Affleck is understated 
and restrained as the driven and cynical Tony 
Mendez and John Goodman is suitably eccentric 
as Hollywood makeup artist John Chambers.
Proving that truth is stranger than fiction, Argo 
mixes humour and intensity to maintain suspense 
to the very end. (LR) WWW½

I WISH

LAST WILL On the surface, 
Last Will looks like a 
run-of-the-mill detective 
movie set in the icy 
starkness of Stockholm. 
However, it delivers a far 
more complex crime than 
your average detective 
story (HC) WWW½

LOOPER In the year 2072 
when the mob wants 
someone dead, they are sent 
back in time 30 years where 
a well-paid hitman, called a 
Looper, waits to dispose of 
them. Interesting concept and 
stellar cast. (LL) WWW½

MENTAL Twenty years may 
have passed since writer/
director PJ Hogan’s iconic 
Muriel’s Wedding, but the 
wait has been worth it with 
the release of his outrageous 
new filmic reunion with 
Toni Collette, Mental. It’s a 
brilliant script that explores 
the reality that ultimately 
every family is a little bit 
mental. (PB) WWW½

MONSIEUR LAZHAR When 
a Montreal school is rocked 
by the suicide of one of its 
teachers, Algerian immigrant 
Bachir Lazhar (Mohamed 
Fellag) steps in and is hired 
as her replacement. While 
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TWELVE FOOT 
NINJA - SILENT 
MACHINE
Far from ‘silent’, 
this debut album 
from Melbourne 
band Twelve Foot 

Ninja is a wild rollercoaster of musical 
genres. With two EPS and an impressive 
touring/ support resume, the band has 
produced a bold and brash genre-flipping 
album, contrasting an impressive array 
styles like reggae, electronica, funk 
and dub, all inserted to a bed of hard 
rock. First single Mother Sky is guilty 
of this, bracketing ear-shattering rock 
with verses of bopping reggae rhythms. 
However nothing quite prepares you for 
Coming for You, where a cheekyLatinguitar 
abruptly slips in after a skidding and 
screaming introduction, as if you have 
stepped straight from one room to 
another. However, once the genre-
switching novelty wears, theseshocking 
juxtapositionsmake for a disjointed 
choppy sound. (EB) 

BOOGIE! - 
VARIOUS 
ARTISTS 
Before my time 
-and before 
Masterchef and 
Game of Thrones 

-my parents used to have to get out 
of the house for entertainment. They’d 
regularly hit up a pub and check out 
some bands live, and Boogie! sums up 
just how much fun they used to have 
dancing to this gritty, 1970s Aussie music. 
Here there are two round discs (CDs 
not vinyl) packed with the likes of Billy 
Thorpe & The Aztecs, The Angels and 
many more, just tearing it up with balls 
out rock ‘n’ roll or sweet rhythm and 
blues. Get into it you young or young-at-
heart whipper snappers. (IS)

EASY STAR ALLSTARS This 
New York reggae collective is 
responsible for some of the 
most imaginative recreations of 
classic albums ever. Beginning 
with Dub Side of the Moon, 
a dub/reggae homage to Pink 
Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon, 
they’ve re-imagined the Beatles’ 
Sgt Peppers, Michael Jackson’s 
Thriller and even Radiohead 
guitarist Jonny Greenwood 
admitted that Easy Star’s 
version of OK Computer was 
“truly astounding”.
Thur, Oct 25th, Rock Lily
MADLIB The mad scientist 
of hip-hop is coming and he’s 
undoubtedly bringing along 
a crate of big beat gems that 
he’s whisked from an obscure 
underground bunker of long 
lost records somewhere. Under 
a swathe of pseudonyms he’s 
released music with Erykah 
Badu, MF Doom, the late 
great J Dilla, and his own split 
personality Quasimoto. The 
man has been involved with so 
many album releases either solo 
or collaboratively and it’s all 
reportedly because he is unable 
to sleep more than three hours 
a night.
Fri, Oct 26th, Metro Theatre
CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE 
One of the greats of 
theMississippidelta blues, the 
harmonica player has played 
with some of the greatest blues 
names to be bandied about. 
The man can count Muddy 
Waters and Howlin’ Wolf as 
close friends and John Lee 
Hooker as the best man at 

his wedding. But not just that, 
he’s also played amongst them 
as well as contributing his 
abilities to recordings by Tom 
Waits, Eddie Vedder and Ben 
Harper. Combine the man’s 
worldly wisdom, imparted 
in his singing, along with 
somescintillatingharmonica 
and blues guitar playing and 
you’ve got yourself a unique 
opportunity to peep into the 
soul of theMississippi.
Sat, Oct 27th, The Basement
MARK SEYMOUR This singer/
songwriter is most popularly 
known as the passionate fronter 
for iconic Australian group 
Hunters & Collectors, although 
over the space of 15 years 
(including while he was with 
H&C) he’s released seven solo 
records as well as contributing 
music to film scores and 
theatrical performances. The 
prolific songwriter therefore 
has plenty to draw from 
including songs from the 2011 
release Undertow.
Sun, Oct 28th, The Vanguard
LIGHTHOUSE TRIO The 
exciting jazz trio has regrouped 
in their original line-up after 
a couple of years exploring 
solo careers. Saxophonist 
Tim Garland, pianist Gwylim 
Simcock and percussionist Asaf 
Sirkis are all renowned for their 
compositional prowess as well 
as their individual virtuosity 
and the spontaneity of their live 
interactions has been praised 
for being nothing less than 
emphatic
Wed, Oct 31st, 505 (IS)

BILL+GEORGE FINAL FAREWELL
With the twisted illogic of a Dickensian novel, 
beloved artist-run studio, performance space, de 
facto community centre and self-described ‘fanciful 
hybrid beast’ Bill + George in Redfern is sadly being 
forced to pull up pegs by their money-grubbing 
landlord.
After over five years of fostering the growth 
of Sydney’s leading interdisciplinary artists and 
collectives, as well as some very memorable parties, 
an extortionate rent hike has forced the initiative to 
seek affordable housing elsewhere. But not before 

hosting one last blowout bash for the ages, and 
you’re all invited.
With Brutal Poodles (pictured), Kathellisim, 
LukeSnarl, Sven Simulacrum and more on hand to 
provide the instrumentals, the vibe will no doubt 
be anarchic and your hangover Sunday brutal. It’ll 
be worth it to have shown our city that sometimes 
people come before property. (AB)
Oct 27, 8pm, Bill+George, L1/10-16 William 
St, Redfern, $10 to cover final eviction costs, 
billandgeorge.org

F R E E W I L L A S T R O L O G Y
by Rob bRezsny

aARIES (March 21-April 19): ): In the coming days, many of your 
important tasks will be best accomplished through caginess 

and craftiness. Are you willing to work behind the scenes and 
beneath the surface? I suspect you will have a knack for navigating 
your way skillfully and luckily through mazes and their metaphorical 
equivalents. The mists may very well part at your command, 
revealing clues that no one else but you can get access to. you 
might also have a talent for helping people to understand elusive 
or difficult truths. Halloween costume suggestions: spy, stage 
magician, ghost whisperer, exorcist.

bTAURUS (April 20-May 20): The coming week could have 
resemblances to the holiday known as opposite Day. Things 

people say may have meanings that are different or even contrary 
to what they supposedly mean. Qualities you usually regard as 
liabilities might temporarily serve as assets, and strengths could 
seem problematical or cause confusion. you should also be wary of 
the possibility that the advice you get from people you trust may be 
misleading. For best results, make liberal use of reverse psychology, 
freaky logic, and mirror magic. Halloween costume suggestion: the 
opposite of who you really are.

C GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I don’t have a big problem with 
your tendency to contradict yourself. I’m rarely among the 

consistency freaks who would prefer you to stick with just one of your 
many selves instead of hopscotching among all nine. In fact, I find 
your multi-level multiplicity interesting and often alluring. I take it as 
a sign that you are in alignment with the fundamentally paradoxical 
nature of life. Having said all that, however, I want to alert you to an 
opportunity that the universe is currently offering you, which is to feel 
unified, steady, and stable. Does that sound even vaguely enticing? 
Why not try it out for a few weeks? Halloween costume suggestion: 
an assemblage or collage of several of your different personas.

d CANCER (June 21-July 22):  An avocado tree may produce so 
much fruit that the sheer weight of its exuberant creation 

causes it to collapse. Don’t be like that in the coming weeks, 
Cancerian. Without curbing your luxuriant mood, simply monitor 
your outpouring of fertility so that it generates just the right amount 
of beautiful blooms. be vibrant and bountiful and fluidic, but not 
unconstrained or overwrought or recklessly lavish. Halloween 
costume suggestion: a bouquet, an apple tree, a rich artist, or an 
exotic dancer with a bowl of fruit on your head

.e LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I hope your father didn’t beat you or 
scream at you or molest you. If he did, I am so sorry for your 

suffering. I also hope that your father didn’t ignore you or withhold 
his best energy from you. I hope he didn’t disappear for weeks at 
a time and act oblivious to your beauty. If he did those things, I 
mourn for your loss. now it’s quite possible that you were spared 
such mistreatment, Leo. Maybe your dad gave you conscientious 
care and loved you for who you really are. but whatever the case 
might be, this is the right time to acknowledge it. If you’re one of 
the lucky ones, celebrate to the max. If you’re one of the wounded 
ones, begin or renew your quest for serious and intensive healing. 
Halloween costume suggestion: your father.

f VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do you know how to tell the difference 
between superstitious hunches and dependable intuitions? 

Are you good at distinguishing between mediocre gossip that’s 
only ten percent accurate and reliable rumors that provide you with 
the real inside dope? I suspect that you will soon get abundant 
opportunities to test your skill in these tasks. To increase the 
likelihood of your success, ask yourself the following question on 
a regular basis: Is what you think you’re seeing really there or is it 
mostly a projection of your expectations and theories? Halloween 
costume suggestions: a lie detector, an interrogator with syringes 
full of truth serum, a superhero with X-ray vision, a lab scientist.

g LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): I am officially protesting you, Libra. 
I am staging a walkout and mounting a demonstration and 

launching a boycott unless you agree to my demand. And yes, I 
have just one demand: that you take better care of the neglected, 
disempowered, and underprivileged parts of your life. not a year 
from now; not when you have more leisure time; noW! If and when 
you do this, I predict the arrival of a flood of personal inspiration. 
Halloween costume suggestion: a symbolic representation of a 
neglected, disempowered, or underprivileged part of your life.

h SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “It’s so fine and yet so terrible 
to stand in front of a blank canvas,” said French painter 

Paul Cezanne. Many writers make similar comments about the 
excruciating joy they feel when first sitting down in front of an 
empty page. For artists in any genre, in fact, getting started may 
seem painfully impossible. And yet there can also be a delicious 
anticipation as the ripe chaos begins to coalesce into coherent 
images or words or music. even if you’re not an artist, scorpio, 
you’re facing a comparable challenge in your own chosen field. 
Halloween costume suggestion: a painter with a blank canvas.

i SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): As you contemplate what you 
want to be for Halloween, don’t consider any of the following 

options: a thoroughbred racehorse wearing a blindfold; a mythic 
centaur clanking around in iron boots; a seahorse trying to dance on 
dry land. For that matter, sagittarius, I hope you won’t come close to 
imitating any of those hapless creatures even in your non-Halloween 
life. It’s true that the coming days will be an excellent time to explore, 
analyze, and deal with your limitations. but that doesn’t mean you 
should be overwhelmed and overcome by them. Halloween costume 
suggestions: Houdini, an escaped prisoner, a snake molting its skin. 

j CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): ”Does anyone know where I can 
find dinosaur costumes for cats?” asked a Halloween shopper 

on Reddit.com. In the comments section, someone else said that 
he needed a broccoli costume for his Chihuahua. I bring this up, 
Capricorn, because if anyone could uncover the answers to these 
questions, it would be you. you’ve got a magic touch when it comes 
to hunting down solutions to unprecedented problems. Halloween 
costume suggestion: a cat wearing a dinosaur costume.

k AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The Live Monarch Foundation 
made a video on how to fix a butterfly’s broken wing (tinyurl.

com/FixWing). It ain’t easy. you need ten items, including tweezers, 
talcum powder, toothpicks, and glue. you’ve got to be patient and 
summon high levels of concentration. but it definitely can be done. 
The same is true about the delicate healing project you’ve thought 
about attempting on your own wound, Aquarius. It will require you 
to be ingenious, precise, and tender, but I suspect you’re primed 
to rise to the challenge. Halloween costume suggestion: herbalist, 
acupuncturist, doctor, shaman, or other healer.

l PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It’s not a good time to wear super-
Control Higher-Power spanx, or any other girdle, corset, or 

restrictive garment. In fact, I advise you not to be a willing participant 
in any situation that pinches, hampers, or confines you. you need 
to feel exceptionally expansive. In order to thrive, you’ve got to give 
yourself permission to spill over, think big, and wander freely. As for 
those people who might prefer you to keep your unruly urges in check 
and your natural inclinations concealed: Tell them your astrologer 
authorized you to seize a massive dose of slack. Halloween costume 
suggestions: a wild man or wild woman; a mythical bird like the 
Garuda or Thunderbird; the god or goddess of abundance

HOMEwORk: exhausted by the ceaseless barrage of depressing 
stories you absorb from the news media? Here’s an antidote: 
http://PronoiaResources.com
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