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BY SHAMI SIvASuBrAMAnIAn
Last year was especially dangerous on the 

state’s beaches, according to Surf Life Saving 
Australia’s annual National Coastal Safety 
Report.

The report shows NSW reached a coastal 
drowning toll of 48 causalities, ten more than 
the nine-year average. Coastal regions constitute 
NSW beaches and coastal waterways.

According to the report, most drownings 
occured during activities such as swimming/
wading and rock fishing - together accounting 
for 39.6 per cent of the state’s deaths. Other 
activities which posed grave risks were boating 
(12.5 per cent) and the use of non-powered 
watercrafts such as surfboards (10.4 per cent).

One incident occurred at Bondi Beach on 
November 4, 2013, when a Japanese man was 
declared missing. A few days later he was found 
dead.

NSW accounted for almost 40 per cent of the 
nationwide death toll of 121.

Matt Miller, a spokesperson from Surf Life 
Saving NSW, attributed the number to the 
state’s concentrated coastal population and 
beach-friendly lifestyle.

“When you compare it to Melbourne, there 
are nearly as many people but they don’t have 
that coastal-culture that Sydney has and I think 
that alone is a big reflection of it,” he said.

“Western Australia, Victoria, South Australia 
all those places have rough seas. Probably, more 
rough than NSW. But then again [the NSW 
toll] is a reflection of our population, our warm 
climate, and the concentration of people on the 
coastline in the state.”

Major factors that contributed to these 
drownings include unnecessary risk-taking, the 
inability to properly read signage, and visiting 
unpatrolled beaches. Measures are being put 
into place to combat them.

Waverley Council recently published a video 
to educate beachgoers, especially those with 
language barriers. More than six per cent of the 
state toll comprised of international visitors.

“We try to get the video to backpackers, on 
airplanes...basically explaining in numerous 
languages that you must swim between the 
flags,” said Waverley mayor Sally Betts.

“That’s the message, whatever you do, no 
matter how good a swimmer you are.”

Surf Life Saving also providies concentrated 
education programs in black spots identified 
across the state though the government-
supported Project Blue Print.

“We are risk-assessing every beach, rock, 
headland, across the whole state over four 
years,” said Mr Miller.

“After the beaches have been assessed, 
there’s a huge document of recommendations 
and policy changes that we suggested and then 
council have been taking them on.”

But Ms Betts said beach assessment could 
only achieve so much.

“I’m sure it’s fantastic,” she said. “But [last 
Saturday] we had an incident when a rip came 
in very quickly. In fact, they used the shark 
alarm to get people out of the water quickly. 
That’s the problem. I mean, I understand people 
are assessing the beaches, but the situation on a 
specific beach, especially a long one like Bondi, 
can change just instantaneously.”

Terry McDermott, a Bondi lifeguard and 
spokesperson for the Australian Professional 
Ocean Lifeguard Association, said his 
organisation had raised the bar on the level of 
training required of lifeguards.

“If you stack our qualifications up against 
other organisations, you’ll find that we’re very 
highly trained in all sorts of areas – not only 
in fitness, but in things like defibrillation, jetski 
rescue, analgesic gases just to name a few,” he 
said.

“There’s a mixture of respect and disrespect. 
There’s a mixture of obeying by the rules 
and flaunting the rules. There’s a mixture of 
luck and unluckiness. But the ocean doesn’t 
discriminate who it takes. And even at times the 
best people in the water can drown.”

BY ALEX GrEEnWICH
There is growing community 

concern about the disturbing 
instances of alcohol-fuelled violence 
and we urgently need to develop 
evidence-based solutions by 
working with doctors, families, 
businesses, police and residents.

Sydney’s problem is not unique. 
Cities across the country and 
the world are trying to curb the 
proliferation of binge drinking and 
the negative social consequences 
that come with it. There is ample 
evidence of what has worked in 
other places and we can learn from 
this and tailor solutions for our 
community.

Most of our international 
counterparts like New York, Paris, 
Vancouver and Amsterdam have 
renewable licences where bad 
venues lose their licence if they fail 
annual compliance assessments. 
Lockouts worked in Newcastle and 
could be part of the solution for 
Sydney, but could risk redirecting 
punters to other areas or lead to 
an increase in illegal parties or 
backpackers’ hostels becoming 
unregulated beer barns, where 
responsible service of alcohol rules 
don’t apply.

Much of the debate focuses 
on who is to blame; the venues, 
the industries benefiting from 
alcohol, the binge-drinkers, or the 
government. In reality all play a 
part in the problem, and they can 
all be part of the solution.

Whether it’s the media, 
advertising, sport, entertainment or 
liquor industries, many glamourise 
drinking and target young men. 
Some venues and bottle shops 
continue to serve people when they 
are clearly drunk and fail to comply 
with basic licensing conditions. We 
should look at greater regulation at 
point of sale and whether targeted 
levies on alcohol can have the same 
positive impacts they have had on 
reducing smoking.

This doesn’t excuse the blokes 
who turn drinking into a sport 
and arrive in the city ready for 
a fight. Deterrents in the form 
of convictions are important, 
but any conviction must include 
rehabilitation and education to 
prevent re-offending. We need to 
find solutions to the cultural causes 
that lead young people to seek 
dangerous levels of intoxication 
every weekend.

Given the perpetrators of 
violence sometimes start their binge 
drinking on the train coming in, 
transport to and from the City 
needs to be looked at both in 
terms of policing and scheduling. 
Inadequate late-night transport 
options minimise the chances for 
a safe commute and encourage 
the punters to keep drinking until 
the train services resume in the 
morning.

In the final week of Parliament 
in 2013, I introduced a motion to 
establish a select committee to bring 

all sides of politics together and 
work toward solutions for alcohol-
fuelled violence and consider all 
possible actions.

In parliament’s first week back 
in 2014, I will move to get this 
select committee established with 
priority and have written to the 
Premier and Opposition Leader 
seeking their support. We all must 
start a multi-partisan and evidence-
based approach to this problem 
by supporting my proposed select 
committee which would listen to 
the experts, assess actions in other 
jurisdictions, and recommend 
solutions that will be enduring.

Alex Greenwich is the state MP 
for Sydney
>> Assaults down, News, p4

Drownings prompt new focus on beach safety

End blame game and let evidence speak
BY ADAM HunT

Short+Sweet, the world’s largest festival 
of short plays, returns to Sydney this week 
presenting an array of theatre, dance and 
cabaret performances.

Now in its 13th season, this year’s festival 
showcases 170 ten-minute plays where 
judges select the 12 best performances to 
proceed to the final at the Seymour Centre in 
March.

The festival’s theatre director, Peter Malicki, 
discussed the reasons for a ten-minute format.

“In an age where people’s attention spans 
are going down it’s really suiting that mentality 
where you can come in and watch a play for 
ten minutes rather than having to sit through 
three-and-a-half hours of Shakespeare,” he 
told City Hub.

It can also appeal to those with particular 
tastes. “If the play isn’t to your fancy - it’s over 
in ten minutes,” he said.

Kate Gaul, the festival’s cabaret director, 
revealed various upcoming performances.

“This week we have Narelle Yeo who is 
doing an Adele spoof.

“Brendan Hay will play the son of Cruella 
de Vil who has been locked away in the 
basement of her house.

“We’ve got an artist from Queensland, 
Cienda McNamara, who is doing a production 
Hardly The Portrait Of A Lady, which is about 
her rivalry with Nicole Kidman.

“And we have a political commentary from 
Jade Yeong – Walk Off To Where You Come 
From – which talks about being an Australian 
immigrant, so it’s quite a mix of things.”

Marlena Rosenthal, a performer at the 
two-week cabaret component of the festival, 
explained her performance Date With Dali.

“I am going to be combining circus 

sideshow with a little bit of magic and putting it 
into a comedy show that is interactive with the 
audience,” she said.

“I will be performing the human blockhead 
where I hammer a six-inch nail into my nostril.

“I will be walking on broken glass and I will 
be swallowing an animal balloon whilst it is 
inflated.

“I will also blow up party poppers in my 
mouth and pull other things out of my body.”

Mr Malicki said the festival offers an 
important opportunity for artists and 
performers to connect with one another.

“One of the best things Short+Sweet does 
is introduce so many active artists to each 
another,” he said.

“Artists who are currently making theatre 
around Sydney come because of the 
relationships built and the networking done – 
so that keeps me passionate.”

Short+Sweet opens at the New Theatre 
and the King Street Theatre in Newtown on 8 
January. Visit shortandsweet.org for info.

opinion

International visitors are being targeted to swim 
between the flags

Brendan Hay as Cruella de Vil

“Sydney’s problem is not unique”
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BY MICHAEL KOZIOL
The City of Sydney’s manager of business 

and safety, Suzie Matthews, says interventions 
to stop alcohol-related violence are working, 
although it is difficult to establish which ones.

There are growing calls for more action to be 
taken against Kings Cross drunks and licensed 
venues after another young man was punched 
in the nightclub district on New Year’s Eve.

Shaun McNeil, a 25-year-old labourer, has 
been charged with causing grievous bodily 
harm to 18-year-old Daniel Christie, who 
remains in critical care at St Vincent’s hospital. 
Police allege the “king hit” took place around 
9pm on Victoria Street in the Cross.

Since July, conditions on licensed premises 
have been tightened, more CCTV cameras 
have been installed and the City has deployed 
a cleaning crew between 11pm and 5am on 
Friday and Saturday nights to improve the 
facade of the area.

In a wide-ranging interview, Ms Matthews 
said the interventions were “starting to have 
some effect” although much work remains to 
be done.

“Those sorts of measures, I think, over 

time will make change, but whether we can 
conclusively say they’ve driven down the 
assault figures – no one’s done the work yet,” 
she said.

A string of cases, including the death of 
18-year-old Thomas Kelly in 2012 and the 
New Year’s assault on Mr Christie, has focused 
attention on alcohol-related assaults and 
misbehaviour.

But police statistics indicate that such assaults 
are in decline. Figures from the Bureau of 
Crime Statistics and Research supplied to the 
state government reveal a steady decline in 
on-premise assaults, alcohol-related assaults on 
police and all alcohol-related assaults.

From 2007 to 2012, non-domestic alcohol-
related assaults declined 28 per cent to 14,041 
from 18,855. Attendance rates at hospital 
emergency departments for “acute alcohol 
problems” also declined over the period.

“High-profile incidents notwithstanding, 
violence and alcohol-related violence has been 
trending down,” Ms Matthews said. “Of all the 
crime categories, though, it’s the hardest to turn 
down.”

Doug Grand, CEO of the Kings Cross 

Licensing Accord, said that Kings Cross has 
“copped the brunt” of media attention around 
alcohol-fuelled violence, and that foot traffic in 
the area has dropped dramatically.

He told City News assaults had already 
dropped by 37 per cent in Kings Cross prior to 
the Thomas Kelly incident, and has declined a 
further 33 per cent since.

“Our stance on that was always that whether 
it’s Kings Cross or George Street or Byron Bay, 
the focus has to be on violence itself,” he said. 
Venues can take action on their premises but 
have little remit once patrons are outside.

“The problem for all the premises is they 
can’t control what happens on the street,” Mr 
Grand said.

“It’s like a school playground or a major 
event like the football – if you take your eyes 
off these kids for five minutes, you’ve got a 
problem.”

He said there needed to be a tougher 
approach from the courts and police, so that 
potential offenders know they will face jail time.

“If you’re gonna throw a punch, you need to 
know that there’s going to be a response from 
the authorities.”

Mr Grand also backed calls for a study 
into the role of substances other than alcohol, 
saying they put young men at a greater risk of 
perpetrating violence.

Liberal MP Matt Kean recently advocated 
an ankle-bracelet for all violent offenders who 
offend while under the influence, requiring 
them to have zero blood alcohol concentration 
for at least 20 years.

On Wednesday afternoon the federal 
government announced it will conduct a 
parliamentary inquiry into alcohol-fuelled 
violence around the country.
>> sydney v. Melbourne, News, p6

Fewer assaults but new solutions needed

Assaults have declined in Kings Cross, but few feel safe

BY TRIANA O’KEEFE
A City of Sydney initiative 

could see William Street 
in Darlinghurst become 
home to the next Archibald 
Prize winner or another 
Aussie fashion sensation. 
The council has invited 
artists, writers, designers 
and composers to apply for 
subsidised housing along the 
strip.

“For Sydney to be 
globally competitive we 
need a vibrant community 
that values creativity and 
innovation- and for that we 
need to support our artists” 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
said.

“Programs like this attract 
talented, original thinkers to 
Sydney and further cement 
our reputation as a cultural 
and creative centre.”

In the first round, the 
City is offering six one-
bedroom apartments at 
113-115 William Street in 
Darlinghurst for 12 months at 
an “affordable” weekly rate of 
$250. The median unit rental 
in Sydney is $480.

“The unit offers a 
kitchen, one bedroom and 

a bathroom, plus a space 
where the artist can work 
from the residence” a council 
spokesperson told City News.

“There has been extensive 
collaboration with the 
community in regards to this 
program and the feedback 
received has been that 
artists across Sydney are in 
desperate need of affordable 
housing to live and work.”

The initiative follows the 
success of the City’s Creative 
Spaces program on Oxford 
Street which was launched in 
early 2012.

“Since the program launch 
in 2012, two council owned 
properties at 101-111 and 
113-115 William Street, 
Darlinghurst have been 
transformed into a mix of 
commercial and affordable 
spaces for cultural and 
creative enterprises” the City 
of Sydney spokesperson 
said.

The units will be the 
latest addition to the City’s 
expanding creative hub 
that is William Street. The 
buildings also house HUB 
Sydney and the fashion label 
Romance Was Born.

Mixing business
and pleasure
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BY KIrA SPuCYS-TAHAr
The O’Farrell government’s new state 

planning laws, which will continue to 
be debated when parliament returns at 
the end of February, will not include an 
environmental protection framework, 
which environmentalists say could 
significantly impact on threatened 
species and vulnerable ecosystems.

The Australian National Strategy for 
Ecologically Sustainable Development 
defines ESD as “using, conserving and 
enhancing the community’s resources so 
that ecological processes, on which life 
depends, are maintained and the total 
quality of life, now and in the future, can 
be increased”.

The proposed Planning Act excludes 
this specific framework which would 
legally require the government to 
take into account inter-generational 
equity, biodiversity, ecological diversity 
and economic valuation in planning 
decisions. 

Under the new laws, which have 
been developed after more than two 
years of community consultation, the 
ESD framework will be replaced by a 
‘Sustainable Development’ structure as 
defined by the UN’s 1987 Brundtland 
Commission as “development that 
meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.”

The NSW government argues this 
system will work to integrate and 
balance important social, environmental 
and economic factors in the decision-
making process and that the approach is 
consistent with international practice.

Greens spokesperson for the 

environment, Dr Mehreen Faruqi, said 
the new laws would significantly weaken 
the ability of planning legislation to 
protect the natural environment.

“The Planning Bill pays lip-service to 
sustainability by including ‘sustainable 
development’ as an object of the bill. 
Without these guiding [ESD] principles 
at the core of decision-making, the 
open-ended definitions of sustainable 
development leave the door wide open 
for variable interpretations of planning 
and development based on vested 
interests,” Dr Faruqi said.

“Given the record of this 
Government, and the one before, we 
know whose interests will be protected: 

clearly, those of the developers.”
A spokesperson for the Minister 

for Planning and Infrastructure Brad 
Hazzard, indicated heritage and 
environmental protections would be 
maintained and strengthened under the 
new system.

“The Greens in NSW don’t get 
it. Sustainable Development was 
recognised by the United Nations in 
1987, but the NSW Greens are fighting a 
rearguard action from last century,” the 
spokesperson said.

“In November, the Legislative Council 
voted overwhelmingly, including the 
Labor opposition, for the introduction of 
Sustainable Development. 

In limbo, debate over planning law continues

BY PAuL GrEGOIrE
The crisis around alcohol-related 

violence is urgent. It has led to the 
recent death of Thomas Kelly and left 
Daniel Christie in a critical condition 
in hospital, both attacked in the same 
Kings Cross street.

But is this a problem peculiar to 
Sydney? Does distance mean we’re 
unaware of the same phenomenon 
in Melbourne? City News took a look 
at the numbers in Australia’s second-
largest city.

During the last financial year, 
Ambulance Victoria received 8824 calls 
to people affected by alcohol in the 
Melbourne metropolitan area.

“Alcohol remains the single most 
abused substance that paramedics are 
called to,” said Simon Thomson from 
Ambulance Victoria metro west.

Victoria Police Acting Superintendent 
Bernie Edwards said the police are 
focused upon alcohol-related violence 
in the Melbourne CBD with a number of 
measures in place to combat it.

“Police information shows that alcohol 
is a strong driver associated with 
assaults, most commonly in and around 
licensed premises,” Mr Edwards said.

“Victoria Police are targeting 
drunkenness and associated anti-social 
behaviour through measures including 
the Safe Streets Taskforce, which sees 
police deployed across the CBD every 
Friday and Saturday night,” he said.

“The City of Melbourne runs a number 

of initiatives to keep the community safe 
including Safe City Taxi ranks, CCTV 
patrols and has a Violence Against 
Women Strategy,” a spokesperson for 
the City of Melbourne said.

But Peter Miller, associate professor 
at Deakin University’s school of 
psychology, said Sydney has stronger 
measures than Melbourne, such as the 
alcohol restrictions for violent venues.

“Sydney’s violent venues register is 
a substantially better measure in terms 
of policy than we have in Victoria,” Mr 
Miller said.

Despite that, Sydney registered 
higher assault figures than its rival. 
Mr Miller conducted the Patron 
Offending and Intoxication in Night-time 
Entertainment Districts study, which 
compared alcohol-related behaviour and 
violence in five Australian cities.

After speaking with 7,000 people, Mr 
Miller found alcohol-related assaults 
were slightly higher in Sydney.

“What we can say really clearly is 
the cities have similar sort of levels of 
problems – violence wise,” he said.

“Sydney might be slightly higher in 
terms of the levels of assaults; so 14 per 
cent in Melbourne versus 19 per cent in 
Sydney,” he said.

Dr Bruce Bolam, Executive Manager 
of Programs, VicHealth said they were 
implementing a long-term program to 
fight alcohol abuse in Victoria.

“In Victoria, VicHealth and the 
State Government are working in 
partnership on a $2.6 million two-year 
campaign aimed at young people, which 
encourages a discussion about alcohol 
and the role it has in our lives and our 
culture,” he said.

More assaults 
in Sydney 
than Melbourne

Greens spokesperson for the environment 
Dr Mehreen Faruqi

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
Brad Hazzard
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BY vIrAT nEHru
There is growing discontent 

within the arts and culture 
community regarding the 
absence of the traditional 
opening day of free events 
that once kicked off the 
Sydney Festival.

NSW Government funding 
cuts have forced the end of 
Festival Night and Day One, 
which attracted huge crowds 
in previous years.

Mimi Kelly, the visual arts 
co-ordinator for the Adelaide 
Fringe Festival in 2007, 
believes an opening day of 
free events is about more than 
tradition.

“It operates on a bigger 
level, to actually introduce 
people who may not know 
much about the arts or engage 
much with it and helps them 

engage with it in the future,” 
she said.

“It would be very sad if 
we saw the Sydney Festival 
becoming something that is 
elitist”

Andreas Wansborough, 
an art academic and 
commentator, feels the cuts 
are indicative of how the 
arts are viewed in the public 
sphere.

“We still have a view that 
the arts deserve a helping 
hand. Unfortunately, artists, 
councils and governments 
have responded by trying 
to make art ‘accessible’, 
forgetting what art actually 
allows us to access, namely 
experiences that are not 
quantifiable,” he said.

“In many cases, art no 
longer caters for higher truths 

beyond marketability and 
what people can ‘get’.”

Jonathan McBurnie, 
a Sydney artist who has 
attracted a cult following, 
feels artists are in a catch-22 
situation and will be at the 
short end of the stick no 
matter what they do.

“If artists choose to make 
political work, they are 
branded radical, anarchic, 
queer and dangerous. If artists 
make work for the elite, they 
are branded sellouts. If they 
retreat from all of this and 
make personal work they are 
branded antisocial, selfish 
failures,” he said.

“Art is therefore positioned 
as a pursuit that cannot 
have social merit. This is 
problematic for our cultural 
legacy.”

BY MICHAEL KOzIOL
City of Sydney councillor Angela Vithoulkas 

has resigned from the Living Sydney political 
party citing its links to the liquor and gaming 
industry.

“I have been advised that close relatives of the 
party’s founding member now have involvement 
in the liquor industry and I do not believe that it 
is appropriate for me to have that association,” she 
told City Hub.

Cr Vithoulkas declined to name the person 
involved, but said the founding members of 
the party’s current incarnation do not include 
previous candidates such as Frank Sartor or Lucy 
Turnbull, who served as Lord Mayors between 
1991 and 2004.

“They have not been involved with Living 
Sydney since it has been reformed,” she said.

In that era, the party had been backed by 
developers including Mirvac, Meriton and 
Multiplex. In 2004, the party donated its 
remaining $30,000 to Clover Moore’s campaign.

Cr Vithoulkas was elected in 2012 on a 
campaign financed only by personal funds. At 
present, she is the only point of contact listed 
on the Living Sydney web site, and is the main 
substance of the site’s “About Us” page.

She said her decision to leave the party “has 
nothing to do with any of the incidents in Kings 
Cross” and denied there had been conflict over 
party policy and direction.

“This is strictly a decision on my part as to 
the right thing to do. I have very strong views on 
alcohol-fuelled violence,” she said.

Cr Vithoulkas said she will continue to lobby 
for the rights of residents and small business 
owners in the area.

Artists’ lament for festival funds
Vithoulkas quits 
Living Sydney

Festival First Night previously attracted big crowds to the Domain and Hyde Park
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BY nICK POSSuM
Early Sunday morning, I was lurking in 

the artificial Casuarina forest above the big 
earth tank in Sydney Park, not far from the 
kiosk, peering through my binoculars at the 
construction site that will shortly be – Clover 
Moore tells me – Australia’s biggest urban 
stormwater recycling project, when somebody 
addressed me in a comic whisper.

“Psst…Nick, you scruffy gumshoe…who’ya 
spying on now?”

I lowered my binoculars and looked slowly 
around. It was Big Mike, the investigations bloke 
from the insurance company that sometimes 
hires me.

“You know, I’m actually not spying on anybody 

today, as it turns out, I’m marvelling at a little 
miracle of nature, thrusting its way through the 
grimy asphalt of urban life,” I chuckled.

I pointed downslope towards the tank, empty 
except for a couple of centimetres of muddy 
water left by the last shower.

“See that vivacious little black and white bird 
with the long thin beak and the preposterously 
long red legs – that’s a pied stilt. And the little 
guy a couple of metres from it pecking away at 
things in the water is its chick. Actually if you 
look closely, there are two more chicks, over to 
the right.”

I passed him the binoculars and took some 
pics with the telephoto lens.

“Geez, what a fabulous bird! I’ve never seen 

one of those. Are they rare?” he asked.
“They’re not regarded as being so, and 

they’re very widespread. But they’re the sort 
of bird that only exists in very specific habitats 
– shallow lakes and estuaries – and most 
Sydneysiders will go through their whole lives 
without noticing one. But check out those chicks. 
They’re fully twice as big today as they were 
yesterday. And they’ve walked more than 200 
metres, across the construction site, from where 
I first saw them yesterday.”

“Yeah. Little miracle of nature is right. Lovely 
to see. Kinda gives you hope for the New 
Year,” he said, and he wished me the best and 
wandered off.

I took a couple more pics of the little scene 
of potential triumph against adversity but I can’t 
say it gave me a great surge of hope for the new 
year, particularly in regards to NSW politics.

Take Labor’s health spokesperson, Andrew 
McDonald, who last week reckoned Barry 
O’Farrell should “find his guts” over the king-hit 
crisis on Sydney’s streets.

McDonald reckons the alcohol industry and 
the Liberal Party are “in bed together…and our 
young people are the ones who are suffering”, 
and he wants the ‘Newcastle Solution’ – 1 am 
lockouts, 3 am closure, and a ban on shots 
after 10 pm trialled in Sydney. Which is fair 
enough, but talk about the pot calling the kettle 
black. The ALP has been on the drip feed from 
the Australian Hotels Association (AHA) for 
decades. As recently as 2008, for example, the 
ALP got $632,350 from the AHA (NSW), while 
the Liberals only got $186,745.

By 2010, when it was obvious the Liberals 
would sweep into power at the 2011 election, the 
AHA donated $355,455 to the Libs, $167,310 to 
the Nats and a token $35,000 to Labor. All in the 
interests of democracy, you understand.

For decades the AHA’s strategy has been 
all about extending trading hours (if possible to 
24/7) and, of course, poker machine licences, 
and they’re willing to pay whatever it takes. 
The result has been a steady extension of 
pub trading hours, by governments of both 
persuasions, from the Wran years onwards. 
Of course the overwhelming majority of voters 
got edgy about pub trading hours once they 
got past midnight, but money doesn’t talk, it 
screams, and the almighty AHA has got its way 
for decades. We can be quite sure that if the 
O’Farrell Government looks like it might lose 
the March 2015 election, the AHA would switch 
its funding game again and McDonald would 
“nuance” his views.

So how silly is McDonald? Even the dumbest 
and most rusted-on ALP voter knows the truth. 
He would have been better saying: “Look, in 
the past, we’ve been as bad as the other guys 
in caving in to the demands of those greedy 
amoral bastards from the AHA. But I pledge, 
from here on in, we’ll never take their dollar 
again, and if O’Farrell can find it in him to do the 
same, and wind back the nightmare we’ve jointly 
created, he’ll have our support.”

That, at least, would have been a ray of hope.

Miracles of nature, rays of hope

Pied stilt at sydney Park

BY DAnIEL PAPErnY
More than 2200 entries have 

been submitted to this year’s 
Flickerfest, with 169 films set to 
screen at the Bondi Pavilion this 
month.

The ten day festival, now 
enjoying its 23rd year, will 
showcase a wide variety of films 
and extend its reach to 50 venues 
across Australia with the hope of 
delivering “an inspiring look at the 
world” through short film.

For director Bronwyn Kidd, 
the aim behind Flickerfest is to 

recreate the magic of short films 
independent of the commercial 
pressures normally associated with 
box office feature films.

“Originally cinema was an 
artform but then it became 
[commercialised]. With short film, 
my passion has always been in the 
independent area of cinema,” she 
said. “That’s something I’m really 
passionate about and that’s why 
it’s just beautiful to be able to bring 
all these short films to people that 
they wouldn’t get a chance to see 
anywhere else.”

Ms Kidd said Flickerfest was 
a festival that celebrated the 
independence and uniqueness of 
cinema, with the accessibility of 
Flickerfest resting in its capacity to 
engage with a broad spectrum of 
audiences through the nature of 
storytelling.

“I’m a documentary maker 
myself, I’ve produced and made 
short films. It’s about being able 
to tell a story, unconcerned by the 
whole commercial aspect of the 
cinema,” she said.

This year’s festival will run 
21 different short film programs 
including Greenflicks - a series of 
short films with a strong focus on 
environmental themes, Flickerkids 
- a family program for children and 
adults, and Flickerclips - a showcase 
of the best music clips from around 
the world which has been curated 
for Flickerfest for the first time this 
year.

Ms Kidd said it was important 
to recognise the need for more 
cultural entertainment venues like 
the Bondi Pavilion to facilitate the 
growing demand for short films.

“We’re not a huge outdoor 
commercial music event, but 
[we] began in a whole incredibly 
unique venue like this where we’re 
screening this Australian Academy 
accredited and BAFTA-recognised 
festival under the stars here at 
Bondi,” she said.

“The [Pavilion] is very much our 
home, it features in our artwork 

and Bondi is very much the centre 
of our trailer that we’ve created. 
It’s all about recognising that places 
like this didn’t [always] exist. It’s 
very much a part of our identity of 
being at Bondi and at the Pavilion.”

The promotional trailer for 
Flickerfest 2014 looks at the 
process of making a short film 
and features the Blues Brothers 
at Bondi Beach. Its director, 
Alex Weinress, said the trailer is 
about projecting the concept of 
storytelling into an iconic setting.

“Bondi was more of a tradition 
for us. [The trailer] was also about 
a filmmaker trying to create an 
idea around something iconic, the 
Blues Brothers, in an instantly 
recognisable location like Bondi.”

Mr Weinress’ latest short film, A 
First Date, premiered at Flickerfest 
2013 and has gone on to receive 
international acclaim, winning 
Best Comedy at both New York 
Shorts Fest and the Heart of Gold 
International Film Festival.

For Mr Weinress, the secret 
to film-making is continually 
practising your craft.

“Film-making is not too different 
from any skillset that you are trying 
to develop in life. It takes practice 
and you have to get out there and 
make your mistakes...keep evolving 
and developing,” he said.

The Bondi Pavilion is one of 50 
venues across Australia which will 
host Flickerfest 2014. The festival 
opens January 10 to 19.

Flickerfest: short films with soul

“On a mission from God” - the Blues Brothers trailer for Flickerfest

BY ELIZABETH ELENIUS
Debra Berryman, a Pyrmont 

resident for nearly forty years, 
passed away on New Years Day.

What a woman! Debra was 
an enterprising East Ender who 
moved to Bulwara Road with her 
husband Ray in 1976 and worked 
tirelessly for the community.

She would tackle anyone to get 
things done and her forthrightness 
could be quite intimidating. I 
recall some fierce head-to-head 
battles between Debra and (then) 
mayor, Frank Sartor, at our regular 
community-council forums.

While I am a relative newcomer 
to Pyrmont, I worked with 
Debra on a number of successful 
campaigns, including protection of 
the old Festival Records building 
(housing IGA), construction of 
the Ian Thorpe Aquatic Centre 
(complete with hydrotherapy 
pool) as originally designed after 
a 12-year delay, and at least one 
unsuccessful campaign against the 
unfiltered emissions stack built for 
the Cross City Tunnel. Fortunately, 
for the health of Pyrmont/Ultimo 
residents, the projected usage of the 
tunnel did not eventuate.

Debra also campaigned for the 
sound barrier between the Western 
Distributor and Bulwara Road, and 
for Paradise Reserve, a green haven 
between the Distributor and the 
quiet residential street.

At the celebration of her life, I 
learnt of her opposition, with other 

locals, to the excesses proposed for 
the redevelopment of Pyrmont and 
Ultimo, including the proposed sell-
off of the Ultimo Primary School 
site. She was a strong supporter of 
the Pyrmont Republic and many a 
heritage building was saved by this 
small band of passionate people 
who cared about their community. 
I also learnt about her devotion to 
her friends and their families.

She was the person everyone in 
the street went to if in trouble and 
they were sure to receive help - and 
copious quantities of delicious food 
at the same time. She was also a 
leading light in getting the UpTown 
Festival running and could always 
be found in Quarry Green at such 
events, chatting with her friends 
and visiting the various stalls. It is 
sad the festival no longer receives 
the support required to keep going.

Debra had an amazing store of 
historical information and always 
passed on notices about up-and-
coming developments which 
she deemed inappropriate. Her 
last email to urged inclusion of 
policies for disabled access in the 
NSW government’s Sydney City 
Centre Access strategy – a serious 
omission, if not corrected.

The Pyrmont and Ultimo 
communities will be poorer for 
Debra’s passing. We offer our 
condolences to Ray, her family and 
her many, many friends.

Elizabeth Elenius is the convenor 
of Pyrmont Action Inc.

Vale Debra Berryman



By Leigh Livingstone
The Sydney Festival is back and 

promises a variety of events to keep 
Sydney entertained throughout January.

Organisers pride themselves on 
having a kaleidoscopic range of cultural 
events spanning from “burlesque circus 
to Chicago rap to Dutch theatre, from 
contemporary dance to family programs 
to traditional Indigenous arts practice and 
everything in-between. In all, the program 
comprises around 370 performances and 
around 100 events performed by over 700 
artists in more than 30 venues each year” - 
according to the official website.

Discounted tickets can be snapped up 
to all events on the day for only $25 at the 
‘Tix for Next to Nix’ booth in Hyde Park.

There is also plenty of free 
entertainment, including the Parra 
Opening Party happening in Parramatta 
on January 10th. The streets will be shut 
down as some of the hottest acts including 
Bella Kalalo and Gordie Mackeeman 
perform on the main stage but there 
will be a multitude of events in the 
surrounding area as well.

With so much reasonably priced 
entertainment to choose from across many 
locations, here is our guide to the best 
alternative picks of SF14.

Am i: Is a unique creation from Shaun 
Parker and Company in collaboration 
with composer Nick Wales and designer 
Damien Cooper.

The highly physical composition with 
seven dancers incorporates ancient fan 
and stick weaponry as well as live music 
from seven musicians.

“What is so special about Am I is the 
seven live musicians and singers; the cast 
of 14 is epic in proportions,” says Shaun 
Parker, artistic director and creator of 
Am I.

“It’s quite beautiful to be able to create 
the whole journey rather than press play 
on a CD and the dancers dance really 
differently to live music. The music goes 
into their bodies.”

Parker says that the initial stages are 
improvised around a core idea but there 
are moments of freedom of interpretation 
for the dancers and musicians onstage.

Jan 9-12, Sydney Opera House, 
Bennelong Point, $56-72, 9250 7777, 
ticketmaster.com.au

Chance: Christian Boltanski is known 
for his highly personal body of work 
exploring memory, loss, birth and death 
and Chance is Boltanski’s first major 
installation to be presented in Australia.

Jan 10-Mar 23, Carriageworks, 245 
Wilson St, Eveleigh, free

Lao Qiang: Described as “ancient rock 
‘n’ roll of the east”, Lao Qiang is energetic 
folk music accompanied by feisty shadow 
puppetry from the Zhang Family Band.

Jan 22-25, Seymour Centre, City Rd & 
Cleveland St, $38-42, ticketmaster.com.au

the serpent’s table: Combining 
storytelling, installation and great food, 
five remarkable Asian-Australians share 
dishes of special significance to their lives, 
and reveal the moving, humorous and 
provocative stories behind them. Featuring 
Pauline Nguyen and Indira Naidoo.

Jan 24-27, Carriageworks, 245 Wilson 
St, Eveleigh, $70, sydneyfestival.org.au

Kaput: Inspired by slapstick legends 
Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin, ‘Mr 
Fixit’ clumsily but charismatically moves 
through this silent movie-esque debacle. 
Featuring Circus Oz and Tom Tom Crew’s 
Tom Flanagan as the elegant buffoon.

Jan 14-19, Festival Village, College St & 
Park St, Sydney, $20, ticketmaster.com.au

Dido & Aeneas: Berlin choreographer 
Sasha Waltz has come together with 
celebrated baroque orchestra Akademie 
für Alte Musik Berlin to present her first 
opera: a majestic reimagining of one of the 
world’s great romantic tragedies.

Jan 16-17 & 19-21, Sydney Lyric 
Theatre, Pirrama Rd, Sydney, $45-199, 
ticketmaster.com.au

Merchants store: This Installation may 
look like an ordinary 19th-century Sydney 
building from afar, until visitors spot 
the people dangling from the windows, 
climbing up the walls and crawling over 
the roof. With a precisely positioned 
mirror and a building facade that’s 
actually a floor, suddenly anyone has the 
power to defy gravity.

Jan 9-23, Darling Harbour, free, 
sydneyfestival.org.au

spirit of Akasha: A new surf film, Spirit 
of Akasha aims to channel the magic 
of the ocean through music and film. It 
features surfers Stephanie Gilmore, Beau 
Young, Mick Fanning, Kelly Slater and 
Tom Curren, with compositions from 
musicians including Grouplove, Ben 
Howard, Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy and The 
Windy Hills forming the original score.

 Coming to life in the Sydney Opera 
House with some of the musicians who 

contributed to its original soundtrack, 
this live film and music experience pays 
homage to the enduring spirit of surf 
culture.

Jan 25, Sydney Opera House, 
Bennelong Point, $44-79, ticketmaster.
com.au

Limbo: Billed as “dirty and dangerous 
circus cabaret”, Limbo promises to whisk 
audiences into a sinister netherworld of 
jaw-dropping contortion, gut-churning 
aerial acrobatics, nail-biting stunts and 
staggering illusions. Set to Sxip Shirey’s 
live score of brass, electronics, hip-hop and 

club beats.
Jan 9-26, The Spiegeltent, Hyde Park, 

$59-79, ticketmaster.com.au
scotch and soda: Some of Australia’s 

finest acrobats and music-makers butt 
heads to create Scotch and Soda, a 
whiskey-soaked evening of raucous dance 
and dexterous feats - where the band holds 
centre stage. This gig features a rowdy 
mob of misfits from Cantina, Smoke & 
Mirrors, La Clique, Circa and Tom Tom 
Crew. (LL)

Sydney Festival, Jan 9-26, further 
information: sydneyfestival.org.au

Sydney Festival 2014

10

Spirit of Akasha, Ellis Ericcson



EASTERN SUBURBS 

A Tavola  
Bondi’s newest precinct, ‘The Hub’ 
is like the graduation program for 
successful inner-city businesses. 
Messina, Melbourne’s Sensory Lab, 
and now A Tavola. You’ll still find the 
ten metre marble table, and a purely 
Italian wine list. Stracciatella Con 
Fave ($18) ‘egg drop soup’ containing 
broad beans, zucchini flower and 
pickled shallot is great with a 2012 
Poderi del Paradiso ($14/$59). The 
Raviolo with Cuttlefish Ink ($32) 
dressed with salmon roe is visually 
stunning; I couldn’t fault it! However 
the knockout dish - just look at the 
ribbons of fresh pasta drying in the 
kitchen - is the Pappardelle with 
Wagyu Beef Shin ($34) that dances 

with a red wine and horseradish 
sauce. 
69-71 Hall Street, Bondi 
(02) 9130 1246 atavola.com.au
Italian $$-$$$
Robin Hood Hotel 
N\This hotel’s distinctive wedge-
shaped Art Deco silhouette has long 
fascinated me. Inside the architecture 
is shown off to good advantage with 
a light, open plan front bar that lends 
itself to daytime thirty-something 
drinkers without ruling out pleasing 
twenty-somethings piling in for 
Saturday night DJs. The short menu 
offers well-handled pub classics like a 
generous Chicken Parmigiana ($17) 
with basil leaves and leg ham tucked 
between tomato and gooey cheese. 
Rested a moment longer, the 250g 
Grain Fed Rump Steak ($12) with 

creamy mash and well-executed 
vegies would win my vote for the 
best-value pub steak in the East, 
especially with Buffalo Wings ($12) 
and Stone and Wood Pacific Ale 
($7.70/bottle). 
203 Bronte Road, Waverley 
(02) 9389 3477 
robinhoodhotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $-$$
Queens Park Shed 
New is out, converted is in - a 
disused sports shed in Centennial 
Park is the latest ‘found café’ to 
emerge.  The modern, airy space 
maintains the integrity of its past 
through rustic finishes, quirky 
light fittings, and a gorgeous water 
station employing the original pipes. 
The breakfast/lunch menu focuses 
on healthy, affordable choices that 

reflect the sporting past and present 
soccer mums. There’s a Pulled 
Pork Baguette ($12) not in plastic 
basket with fries, rather with a tangy 
piccalilli and paprika aioli. Chicken, 
Roast Pumpkin and Avocado 
Salad ($12) is incredibly fresh, and 
generous for its size; but if you want 
a dish with weight The Wagyu Burger 
($14) is tasty and towering. 
Darley Road, Queens Park
(02) 9380 9350 
trippaswhitegroup.com.au
Café $-$$

GREATER SYDNEY

Oregano Bakery  
Vivacious owner Sonia Jabbour 
told me that she sells the best 
cinnamon scrolls in Sydney! Her 
husband, Tony Jabbour is the baker. 
He reinvigorated his Lebanese pizza 

shop by developing these amazingly 
moist Cinnamon Scrolls ($15/6) 
blanketed in icing sugar. Scolls also 
come in a battalion of flavours 
from Salted Caramel ($5.90), to 
a jam-filled Aussie fav. Lamington 
($5.90), to my preferred option: 
Tahini, Sesame and Pistachio ($5.90). 
Filled with halva mousse, the latter 
unites the two seemingly disparate 
themes of this bakery together. Try it 
at the comfortable communal table 
in this gleaming white store after 
a preliminary (four) Cheese Pizza 
($6.50) or an even-better Sonia 
Special Wrap ($9).
1/56 Connells Point Road, 
Hurstville South (02) 9546 3666 
oreganobakery.com.au
Breakfast, Pizza, Lebanese, Bakery $
Woolwich Pier Hotel    
Perched on a comfortable verandah 
at the end of a peninsula, I survey 

the view. The theming feels post-
Colonial, with wide bamboo ceiling 
fans, wall-mounted stag horns and 
uber-comfortable safari chairs. 
They’ve eschewed most of the 
obvious renovated pub fare in 
favour of a more chic than shabby 
collection of British comfort food: 
from pot pies to Ploughman’s 
lunches; Cornish pasties to scones 
with clotted cream; excellent house-
made Pickled Vegetables ($10) to 
Potted Crab ($14). Tea-soaked 
raisins and a hint of Keen’s Curry 
Powder raise the Poached Chicken 
and Mango Salad ($18) beyond usual 
pub salads; or there’s Crisp Skinned 
Confit Duck Leg ($26) on Savoy 
cabbage with chestnuts and figs.
2 Gale Street, Woolwich 9817 2204 
woolwichpierhotel.com.au
Pub Bistro, Cocktails $$-$$$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30

EAT & DRINK By Jackie McMillan

“He was smoking, I was eating and racking…” Okay, 
overheard Eastern Suburbs conversations up on 
the “hidden” rooftop terrace with the epic view 
have a certain ruling class blasé about them… but 
you should hike up all those stairs and check it out 
anyway. Break your journey with a drink in the eye-

catching red and black Elephant Bar – well unless 
you find the Ascham School parents monopolising 
it too… Afterwards park in the white, salon style 
bistro. It’s the work of BKH Architects who kitted out 
China Doll and Manly’s China Beach. While craft beer 
choices are limited – best I could find being James 
Squire One Fifty Lashes ($8.00/schooner)  – this is 
the only pub where I’ve enjoyed Grant Burge ‘Holy 
Trinity’ ($15) by the glass. The chairs are comfortable 
– sinking into one inclined me to skip burgers, steaks 
and schnitzel for a grazing meal. After downing a 
dozen Natural Oysters ($30) I tackled the sharing 
plates, available in multiples of 1($10), 3 ($25) and 
5 ($40). Duck Pancakes ($10) and Sizzling Garlic 
Prawns ($10) were favourites. Grilled Haloumi ($10) 
isn’t bad either, in fact visiting vegetarians will find 
smart salads and Grilled Field Mushrooms ($10) and 
Zucchini Fritters ($10). Slight hiccup: the last two 
were under-cooked on the night I dined.
237 Glenmore Road, Paddington (02) 9331 2604 
royalhotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $$-$$$

The Royal 
Paddington 

By Alex Harmon
I’m not a huge fan of shopping malls or sushi trains 
for that matter. Chaos and carnage always reigns, 
especially at this time of year. But up on Level 6 of 
Bondi Junction’s Westfield you can find some respite. 
And while Ryu does have a train, you’ll find an oasis 

at the back where you can sit away from it all; the 
heaving mall partitioned by wooden latticework. Plus, 
they serve sake. In fact they’ve just launched their 
very own Sparkling Sake ($13.80/250ml). It’s sweet 
and berry-flavoured - think of it as like a Moscato 
for sake novices. Food-wise, you’ll find all the 
favourites in the picture book menu: Chicken Katsu 
Curry ($18.80) with a gravy boat of delicious curry 
sauce, and a gorgeously sweet, smoky and sticky Yaki 
Noodle with Beef ($15.80). Make sure you start off 
with the Chicken Kara-age ($8.80), these hot little 
fried chicken pieces are heavenly with a dollop of 
wasabi mayo. And of course, don’t go grabbing at the 
slow-moving carousel; order your sushi to be made 
fresh off the menu. There are some rather interesting 
choices like egg salad or the dessert ‘fruit sushi’ (I 
dare say: avoid) but you can’t go wrong with Chicken 
Teriyaki Rolls ($11.80) and a steaming cup of miso. 
Shop 6006, Westfield Bondi Junction (02) 9387 7040 
westfield.com.au/bondijunction
Japanese $-$$

Ryu



EAT & DRINK By Jackie McMillan

ROCKS & CBD

Redoak Boutique Beer Cafe 
This CBD restaurant and bar is 
great for groups. It specialises in 
beer, and is vertically integrated, 
with them also producing every 
beer on their (not-insubstantial) list! 
Choosing your brew’s a breeze after 
trying their smart tasting boards 
matching a beer quartet with four 
snack-sized dishes. Seafood ($25) 
was bested by salt and pepper soft 
shell crab protruding from Oatmeal 
Stout, caramelised onion and chilli 
relish, matched to the quaffable 
Organic Pale ($11/pint). Meat ($25) 
impressed with seared duck liver 
and braised red cabbage against the 
banana-flavoured German Wheat 
Beer ($11/pint). They also make one 
of Sydney’s better burgers: Beef, Beer 

and Brioche Burger ($25), which 
even includes a beer. 
201 Clarence Street, Sydney 
(02) 9262 3303 redoak.com.au
Modern Australian, Burgers $$$
The Morrison Bar & Oyster Room
There’s a certain camaraderie that 
comes from getting to a bar and 
knowing that you’re all there for 
exactly the same thing. Here it’s the 
Wednesday night six o’clock oyster 
swill, where between 6pm and 7pm 
you can sink a bounty of bivalves 
for a buck apiece. Throw in Crab 
and Lettuce Tacos ($18/6) and a 
pretty Scallop Ceviche ($22) against 
the happy hour Punch-Draught 
Cocktail ($10) pumped up from 
The Morrison’s cellar, and it’s a great 
night out. House-smoked maple 
syrup dresses up a Banana Old 
Fashioned ($17), which goes down 

a treat with a stack of Fish Fingers 
($16). They’re not just ordinary 
fish fingers either, they’re quinoa-
encrusted WA sardines. 
225 George Street, Sydney 
(02) 9247 6744 themorrison.com.au
Bar, Bar Food, Cocktails $$-$$$
Lotus Dumpling Bar
Chipping through the brickwork 
to reveal the Asian heart of Walsh 
Bay, this new dumpling hot spot 
is already attracting a crowd! The 
aesthetic is post-industrial Shanghai 
steampunk with gleaming copper 
utility pipes echoed throughout. 
You’re here for dumplings by Dan 
Hong graduate Neo Ni. Scallop and 
Vegetable Shumai ($13.80/4) were 
an easy favourite; and while some 
- like Prawn Dumplings ($13.80/4) 
- lack the gossamer skins you find 
elsewhere, they win hands down on 

flavour. Enjoy Pan Fried Pork and 
Bok Choy Potstickers ($10.80/4) 
with TsingTao Beer ($10), or take 
a kick-ass Burning Mandarin ($18) 
cocktail against gleaming Wok Fried 
Green Beans ($18) with minced 
pork and a leftfield mustard/olive 
twist.  
3/16 Hickson Road, Walsh Bay 
(02) 9251 8328
lotusdumplingbar.com.au 
Chinese $$-$$$

INNER WEST 

The Cottage Bar & Kitchen
Sitting in the front yard of this 
picturesque cottage with a punch 
bowl of Strawberry Sangria ($32) 
I see the makings of a girls’ night 
out. “I’ll have what she’s having!” 
Soon after I had my own glass, 

resplendent with fragrant red 
berries. Inside the kitsch, homely-
vibe is broken up by a domed wood 
fire pizza oven. The De Jamon Pizza 
($26) bearing Jamón Serrano, pear, 
walnuts, Parmesan and vincotto 
will make you thankful they didn’t 
rip it out. Supplement pizzas with 
share plates, like quirky Pumpkin 
Mousse ($12); roast Chook ($24) 
with excellent wild rice pilaf, apricot 
yoghurt and pistachio crumb; and a 
Fairground Plate ($16) with candied 
apples and pillowy marshmallows. 
342 Darling Street, Balmain 
(02) 8084 8185 
thecottagebalmain.com.au
Bar, Bar Food, Pizza $$-$$$
The Royal Leichhardt
Hipster pub pastiche has come to 
Leichhardt, with the W. Short Hotel 
Group doing one of those pub 

transformations that takes your 
local from an old men’s boozer 
and gambling den, to somewhere 
you can get a decent cocktail, craft 
beer and something culinarily more 
exciting than a ‘schnitty’ or ‘parmi’. 
While these items remain on the 
menu, you’ll also find American 
comfort food, from Hot Wings 
($17.50) to Grilled Watermelon 
Salad ($15.90), plus an upstairs 
cocktail bar that doesn’t ignore 
the area’s Italianate influence. The 
Ginger Cat ($14) boasting Aperol 
and Appleton Rum, and the Garden 
Party ($13) combining Tanqueray 
Gin, Vermouth and Campari were 
my cocktail favourites. 
156 Norton Street, Leichhardt 
(02) 9569 2638 
theroyalleichhardt.com.au
Bar Food, Cocktails, Pub Bistro $$
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DARLO, KINGS X 
& SURRY HILLS

Devon Café 
Continuing the exodus from fine 
dining to approachable eateries, 
two of Guillaume Brahimi’s chefs 
have landed in this little café on 
Devonshire Street. While there are 
the usual hipster affectations - a 
hanging herb garden, and everything 
from Refresher Juice ($7) to Iced 
Coffee ($6.50) served in jam 
jars – the coffee’s great and the 
food’s even better! The confidently 
short seasonal menu offers up 
beautifully presented breakfasts 

like Citrus Cured Salmon ($18.50) 
with apple, celery, fennel and split 
dill cream; and creative lunches like 
Green With Envy ($23) - nettle 
semolina gnocchi presented as a 
spring garden with pumpkin puree, 
zucchini, yellow squash and peas. 
Even the muffins are amazing…   
76 Devonshire Street, Surry Hills 
(02) 9211 8777 devoncafe.com.au 
Café $$
Franco Franco 
Get stuck into a chewy Neapolitan 
style pizza from the dome shaped 
oven, while watching the pizzaiolo 
work. Con Patate ($21) bearing 
perfectly cooked potato, red 
onion and Italian sausage, won 

me. Speaking of Italian meat, the 
shiny red Berkel meat slicer (and 
the lad operating it) provide much 
to salivate over too, like boards 
bearing Prosciutto San Daniele 
($16/50g). He’s also a dab hand at 
pasta making, so order a gleaming 
copper Scanpan bearing joyously 
simple Bucatini Cacio E Pepe ($20) 
against easy-drinking 2010 Antica 
Enotria Falanghina ($48/bottle) 
from the regionally arranged Italian 
list. Ricotta Polpette ($8/4 pieces) 
prove a perfect start to my Italian 
family-style feast! 
628 Crown Street, Surry Hills
Italian, Pizza $$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30

Summer holidays. For some that means frolicking on the 
beach, and for others another kind of short break. Just 150 
kilometres north of Sydney, on the original colonial road to 
Singleton, the wine region of Broke is a leisurely weekend 
away or day trip. About 10 minutes south of the hub of 
the Hunter Valley, the great thing here is there are no ‘big 
corporation’ wineries, just small, friendly cellar doors. Take 
Mount Broke Wines, for example, who are open Friday 
afternoons, and all day Saturday and Sunday. On Friday nights, 
the newly opened Euro Bier Bar serves the estate’s wine 
(Phil McNamara suggests the 2010 Reserve Shiraz - $7 glass), 
a range of premium European beers, as well as a few other 
options like craft beers, and a list of good mixed drinks, such 
as a gin & tonic.
30 Adams Peak Road, Broke-Fordwich, Hunter Valley (02) 6579 
1314 mtbrokewines.com.au

EURO BIER BAR 

With gleaming rows of brightly coloured cylinders arranged 
under a glass counter, you’d almost be forgiven for imagining 
new Bondi concept store, La Maison de L’éclair, was 
promoting another type of pleasure. Let’s just say, the woman 
in your life will undoubtedly appreciate one of these boxed 
beauties too. Frederic and Laurence Caillon, who own 
Croquembouche Patisserie, are convinced their éclairs will 
edge out macarons and cupcakes as Sydney’s next big thing. 
After a good sampling of sweet and savoury selections (which 
include the decadent Bergerac featuring fig jam and foie gras) 
they could be summer’s must-have consumable…
www.lamaisondeleclair.com.au
December was a big month for launches with The Carlisle 
opening up in Kings Cross; Bentley Restaurant and Bar taking 
up new digs in the Radisson Blu Hotel; and The Oxford 
Tavern being reconfigured by the Drink’n’Dine group.
www.thebentley.com.au   www.thecarlislebar.com.au   
www.theoxfordtavern.com.au

FOOD NEWS 

BAR FLY By Rebecca Varidel

The austere minimalism of the room makes you 
concentrate on the subtlety of what’s in the glass and 
on the plate. Against a limited colour palate – even 
the kitchen and floor teams wear alternating navy 
and dark grey – I find myself leaning in to capture 
a whisker of smoke from the exquisite Roasted 
Oysters ($4/each). It’s wood-fire that links Mat 
Lindsay’s cooking to the new style emerging from 

high-end favourites like Bridge Room and The Woods: 
pared back, unfussy, fundamental. So it seems fitting 
to try it with unpasteurised, artisan sake – Terada 
Honke ‘Katori 90%’ ($11/glass) - by a brewer who’s 
returned to pre-modern methods. The Blood Sausage 
Sanga ($6/each) is so good, it’s causing me to have a 
Pavlovian response to Chippendale: my mouth waters 
and the steering wheel pulls toward the restaurant. 
Eat sharing style (you get to try more). Let someone 
play Father and adorn the sticky Pork Hock ($32) 
with the juice of blackened orange. Include a head 
of charred Cauliflower ($16) and the Asparagus/
Nasturtium/Egg ($16) combo for some green. Take 
on any dessert the small menu cares to offer. Three 
Milks ($11) pays homage to goat, cow and sheep, 
delivering a re-imagined Jersey caramel; while Mango/
Passionfruit/Meringue ($15) looks like something 
Nanna would make, but surprises with both texture 
and taste.
46-52 Meagher Street, Chippendale (02) 8068 8279 
ester-restaurant.com.au 
Modern Australian $$$-$$$$

Ester

Champagne tastes on a beer budget needn’t preclude 
you from checking out the bar menus of Sydney’s 
big hitters. Here you can get a heaving board of 
Roast Bone Marrow ($8) for under ten bucks. While 
critic John Lethlean might scoff, I’m with the chefs 
who relish in smearing this rich, gelatinous goo onto 

crusty bread. Moving on from marrow, the Foie 
Gras and Fennel Tartine ($19) arrives balanced by 
cherry compote. Revelling in its earthy creaminess, 
my dining companion raises his 2012 Pierre de la 
Grange Muscadet ‘Vieilles Vignes’ ($13) and declares: 
“Eat healthy, die anyway.” He’s right of course; but 
bar food isn’t designed as an everyday eat. So I take 
on Clams with Garlic Aioli Gratin ($16/8) and an 
Oyster Beignet Roll ($8) with nary a second thought. 
Even appreciating the fat-dissolving properties of 
pink grapefruit, pineapple and saffron gin in Le French 
Boudier ($18) came to an abrupt halt when I tried his 
Coffee Martini ($21). It drinks like a salted caramel 
latte, so get two - they’re not conducive to sharing. 
Despite bemoaning Sydney’s current bun obsession, 
a Twice Cooked Pork Belly Brioche Roll ($10) 
was appreciated for its alcohol blotting properties. 
Alternatively Chef Paul McGrath’s interesting take on 
Charcuterie ($32/5 items) is a fine way to finish.
18 Argyle Street, The Rocks (02) 9259 5668 
ananas.com.au
Modern French/Cocktails/Bar Food $$

Ananas Bar & 
Brasserie  

Leave surly service behind and travel to happy J-pop 
world. Shiny red vinyl bar stools offer the best 
vantage points to eyeball their streamlined operation 
(their initial store is in Brisbane’s Fortitude Valley), 
and give you the opportunity to make friends with 

other diners. (Breathe: there are tables for those 
who don’t play well with others.) Here anyone 
can be a winner for a minimal Sake ($7.50) spend. 
Cheer when other people get sake. It’s churlish not 
to. Our smiling server, the 21-year-old server Ben-
san, keeps our energy up by hinting that sake pours 
more freely the louder one cheers: Kanpai! Food is 
in a best supporting role – which isn’t to say their 
namesake Duck Gyoza ($8/5 piece) wrapped in silky 
pastry skins aren’t tasty - just that izakayas are about 
drinking, so throw in a Koshihikari Rice Beer ($12) 
chaser and everybody’s happy. Ben-san’s unhesitating 
menu recommendations saw me enjoy unctuous 
and fatty Pork Belly Kakuni ($13), the White Sesame 
Salad ($6) being its perfect foil. ‘Tenpura’ Eggplant 
($6) wedges go light on the batter (and are all the 
better for it) against a pretty mirin-based sauce. 
Explosive Salted Caramel Gyoza ($9/3 pieces) should 
put to rest any rumours that Japanese don’t make 
good desserts. I’m already plotting my return…
9-15 Bayswater Road, Potts Point (02) 9356 3834 
harajukugyoza.com
Japanese $

Harajuku Gyoza 
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Pessimism runs through the Holmes 
family’s veins. While most families 
share traits like blue eyes, or brown 
hair, or a love of playing charades 
on camping trips, the Holmes family 
members were all born with the 
ability to see the dark side of any, 
and every, situation. Hope thrives 
briefly when 18-year-old Alex Holmes 
(Graeme McRae) falls in love for the 
first time, but during the nine-month 
period that follows, the entire family 
has to come to terms with love, loss 
and reconciliation.
Director Anthony Skuse and 
pantsguys Productions have come 
together to explore the universality 
of family drama through Simon 
Stephens’ play On the Shore of 

the Wide World. This production 
of Stephens’ award-winning play 
presents a cast of ten experienced 
and emerging actors including Lily 
Newbury-Freeman as Alex’s love 
interest.
“Simon Stephens’ play is instantly 
recognisable,” says Skuse.
“It shows three generations 
experiencing grief, love, and imagining 
a better life for themselves – all those 
things that make up our everyday. 
What is most beautiful is the way he 
presents these mundane incidents 
in an epic structure that celebrates 
ordinary lives as extraordinary.” (AE)
Until Feb 1, Griffin Theatre, 13 
Craigend St, Kings Cross, $35, 
9361 3817, griffintheatre.com.au

This Lower-North Shore 
adaptation of a classically British 
script doesn’t offer too many 
surprises. It is delivered by a 
veteran cast of Australian actors 
with an Aussie roughness around 
the edges.
The script is an excellent choice 
and full of political satire, as 
well as touching portrayals 
of everyday people. Although 
it is set in a rather stuck-up 
British neighbourhood, there is 
something of Sydney suburbia to 
it. The political aspect shows how 
similar the governments of all 
Anglo countries are.

Set and sound are both formed 
with great care and creativity.
The cast are excellent. They 
produce true emotion and 
energy that can be felt from the 
back row. Brian Meegan in the 
lead is a pillar of elegance and 
strength, a genuine politician for 
the age.
This austere piece of theatre 
isn’t one for more contemporary 
audiences, but anyone wanting to 
witness quality stage-craft will be 
heading over the bridge. (LC)
Until Jan 24, Ensemble Theatre, 
78 Mcdougall St, Kirribilli, 
9929 0644, ensemble.com.au

Hamlet is an iconic Shakespeare 
character, perhaps his most famous. 
However, in their first production 
of 2014 Brevity Theatre Co aim to 
serve Hamlet to their audience in a 
completely unexpected setting with 
Wittenberg.
“We meet a young man who is the star 
tennis pupil at a foreign university who 
is trying to escape the expectations of 
being King one day. It just so happens 
that his two lecturers are Martin Luther 
and Faustus,” explains Hamlet actor and 
producer Alexander Butt.
Not an easy thing to be juggling the 
main role and production of an iconic 
play, though Butt has found a way 

through.
“This has been a wonderful and 
challenging learning experience. I have 
found the trick to juggling producing 
and acting is to trust that everyone is 
capable of performing their roles and 
leaving them alone to do their best,” 
Butt adds.
The result that he is really trying to 
achieve from this production is not to 
have everyone in agreement, quite the 
contrary; Butt would like it to be an 
open discussion of different opinions.
“The play is very funny, but it’s also 
thought-provoking. I hope that it will 
divide the audience for some heated 
discussions at The Old Fitzroy bar after 
the show,” Butt says. (AH)
Until Jan 25, Old Fitz, 129 Dowling St, 
Woolloomooloo, $21-39, sitco.net.au

Circus Oz is returning to 
the big top with Cranked Up, 
their latest show comprised 
of fourteen circus performers 
accompanied by a live band.
“There’s a flying trapeze act, 
there’s aerial acts. There’s 
people-throwing-each-other-
around acrobatics,” says Mike 
Finch, artistic director of 
Circus Oz.
“All the acrobats play a bit of 
music with the band as well. 
It’s basically like a 14-person 
band that does a whole lot of 
circus,” he says.
Cranked Up is an irreverent 
performance inspired by 
construction and suits 
audiences of all ages.
“It’s a funny show with a 
construction theme. We 
built a giant steel beam and 
everyone’s in work wear,” 

Finch continues.
Cranked Up has toured across 
the United States and Australia 
this year and is the latest in a 
long line of Circus Oz shows.
“Circus Oz has been pretty 
much touring non-stop for 
35 years. This last year we 
basically opened with four 
weeks on 42nd Street,” says 
Finch.
The Sydney leg of the tour is 
the last chance for Australian 
audiences to catch the Cranked 
Up season.
“We love Sydney, it’s basically 
been a regular for Circus Oz 
for our whole existence,” says 
Finch. (PG)
Until Jan 27, The Big 
Top, Tumbalong Park, 
Darling Harbour, $25-95, 
ticketmaster.com.au

ON THE SHORE OF THE WIDE WORLD

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

CRANKED UP

WITTENBERG
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EMPIRE There may be quirky 
costume routines, balancing acts 
and an MC, but is Speigelworld’s 
returning show just another trip 
to the circus?
“No way,” says Memet Bilgin aka 
3D Graffiti Guy.
“We’re part of a new wave 
of circus groups. It’s unique 
and intimate, with far more 
interaction between the 
audience and the performers.”
With a rising and rotating stage 
that often places the performers 

mere inches away, audiences can 
watch routines that move from 
roller-skating to balancing upon 
a spinning top in a tent made of 
3000 individual pieces.
This adult-only fusion of 
vaudeville, burlesque, cabaret 
and circus promises to be a 
night out with a difference. (RG)
Until Feb 16, Showring, 
Entertainment Quarter, Moore 
Park, $59-149, 
empireaustralia.com
DAMES OF THRONE For 
the first time in Sydney, Russall 
S. Beattie presents his very own 
take on the hit television series 

Game of Thrones. 
“I’ve been working in burlesque 
for about ten years and I’ve 
always liked doing acts which 
were based on something, 
where people already had a 
sense of nostalgia or were really 
passionate about,” explains 
Beattie.
Indeed, making a burlesque 
version of Game of Thrones may 
be easier said than done. As well 
as taking the sexual energy up 
another notch there is another 
element that needs addressing.
“Another thing we’ve put in 
is the gore factor; there is so 

much violence and death in the 
show we’ve had to take that up 
a notch,” concludes Beattie.
How you get Game of Thrones 
more graphic than it already 
is remains to be seen, but one 
thing is for sure, Dames of Throne 
promises to light a fire hotter 
than a wildfire in Westeros. 
(AH)
Until Jan 19, The Vanguard, 42 
King St, Newtown, $43-134, 
thevanguard.com.au
PARADISO AT TOWN 
HALL sees Sydney Town Hall 
take inspiration in the name 

and reputation of Amsterdam’s 
legendary rock venue Paradiso 
and returns with eight nights of 
diverse music for 2014’s Sydney 
Festival.
On one night audiences can 
experience introspective folk-
rock hero Kurt Vile & The 
Violators (USA) as they take to 
the stage with their songs that 
range from languid charm to 
sky-scraping anthems. While the 
Japanese pioneers of ‘death jazz’ 
Soil & Pimp Sessions take to the 
stage another night with their 
aggressively funky and frenetic 

ensemble horn-play.
Punters can also catch an 
evening of flamboyant tango 
with Orquesta Tìpica Fernàndez 
Fierro from Argentina, 
Detroit techno pioneer Juan 
Atkins through to American 
troubadours John Grant and 
John Murry.
There’s also the Paradiso Lates 
series where audiences can 
catch performances and DJs late 
into the night for free. (CN)
Jan 16-25, Sydney Town Hall, 
483 George St, Sydney, $36-56, 
sydneyfestival.org.au

Summer in the park with great 
tunes, champagne and French 
fare, that’s So Frenchy, So Chic 
in the Park.
As part of the Sydney Festival, 
So Frenchy, So Chic in the Park is 
coming to Sydney with a line-
up of France’s most renowned 
musicians.
“It’s a picnic in the park. 
People come, lay on the 
grass, get a picnic hamper, 
buy a bottle of champagne or 
wine and listen to music all 
afternoon,” says Jean-Francois 
Ponthieux, director of the 
event and Cartell Music.
“There’s four bands coming 
from France. They’re all at the 
top of their game. They’ve all 
got platinum sales, so when 
they get up onstage they 
know what they’re doing,” he 
continues.
The So Frenchy, So Chic in the 
Park line-up is Lou Doillon, 
Féfé, Lilly Wood & the Prick 
and Babylon Circus.
“Babylon Circus is like the 

Cat Empire on speed. They 
played at WOMAD in 2010 and 
they really rocked the stage,” 
Ponthieux says.
There’s a range of French 
cuisine and wine available and 
other activities.
“We’ve got imported wine 
from France, we have activities 

for kids, we partner with 
a caterer in Sydney and 
have French-inspired picnic 
hampers,” says Ponthieux. 
(PG)
Jan 18, St John’s College, 
Camperdown, Sydney 
University, $86, 
cartellmusic.com.au/sfsc

Chi Udaka combines the 
themes of earth (Chi) and 
water (Udaka) to form the 
basis of this Sydney Festival 
collaboration between TaikOz 
and Lingalayam.
It was conceived, composed 
and choreographed by TaikOz 
co-founders Ian Cleworth, 
Riley Lee and Lingalayam 
artistic director Anandavalli, 
who were all inspired by the 
forces of nature.
TaikOz blends traditional 
Japanese drumming practice 
while Lingalayam’s works 
nurture an appreciation of 
South Indian classical culture 
and the unique role of women 
and dance in ancient India.
“I didn’t see the connection 
point between TaikOz and 
South Indian Dance at the 
beginning,” says TaikOz’s Ian 
Cleworth.
“But Anandavalli had very 
strong ideas about the 
collaboration and now it’s clear 
that the music and movement 
are beautifully integrated into 
the entire performance.”

Chi Udaka sees a cast of 
six South Indian dancers, 
performing forms of classic 
South Indian dance such as 
Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi. 
They interact onstage with 
eight Taiko musicians playing 
mostly original compositions 
for drums, flute, Carnatic voice, 
cello and percussion.
Chi Udaka aims to unite the 

deep earthiness of Taiko 
drumming with the flowing 
sensuality of Indian classical 
dance and show how these 
elements of solidity and fluidity 
shape and form the world. 
(CN)
Jan 16-18, York Theatre, 
Seymour Centre, City Rd & 
Cleveland St, Chippendale, 
$20-44, seymourcentre.com

CHI UDAKA

Dance theatre company KAGE are back with 
Forklift, a dance-circus performance that couples 
a two-and-a-half ton forklift with three dance 
performers.
Part of the Sydney Festival’s About an Hour 
series, Forklift is a high-risk performance with 
a difference, as three women perform on and 
drive around in a forklift.
“So it’s obviously an incredibly powerful, heavy 
machine that gets transformed into something 
quite beautiful and astonishing with this very 
unusual, dynamic and physical performance,” 
says Kate Denborough, director of Forklift.
“It’s quite funny too. It’s not an earnest 
performance. There’s quite a lot of laughs 
and it’s quite irreverent and provocative,” she 
continues.

The three female performers in Forklift are 
Amy Macpherson, Nicci Wilks and Henna 
Kaikula.
“Amy is a dancer, Nicci is a circus 
performer and Henna, who’s from Finland, 
is a contortionist and a hand balancer,” says 
Denborough.
“The three performers have such different 
skills. They’ve all had circus training and dance 
training and then very special contortionist 
training as well,” she continues.
Forklift will be on at Bay 17, Carriageworks.
“It’s a beautiful space. I love it. We have never 
performed there before, so it’s fantastic,” says 
Denborough.
Jan 16, 18-19, Carriageworks, 245 Wilson St, 
Redfern, $35, sydneyfestival.org.au/2014/

SO FRENCHY, SO CHIC IN THE PARK

Babylon Circus

An ageing couple flee Melbourne’s cold for 
the warmer far North Queensland and a 
change of lifestyle, but Frank is soon beset by 
heart-problems and Frances has to deal with 
possessive, needy daughters.
In the 1987 film of David Williamson’s play the 
principals were Leo McKern and Julia Blake 
- hard acts to follow - but Sydney Theatre 
Company’s production has Bryan Brown and 
Greta Scacchi, so sparks should fly.
Written in 1979, it’s sometimes assumed to be 
about Williamson’s move to Sydney; in fact it’s 
about the experiences of his mother-in-law, a 
gentle and perceptive woman who’d remarried 
to an older man – an opinionated, intelligent, ex-
Communist. The busybody neighbour who was 
a pest to her husband, and the doctor whose 
patience was tried by being questioned about 
the quality of his treatment, are based on her 
recollections.
The concept of the ‘grey nomad’ is now an 
established one but “. . .living in paradise isn’t 
quite enough without having a social context of 
friends, families and meaningful activities to fill in 
the time,” says Williamson.
Williamson also says that as he’s aged, the play 
has taken on a more personal relevance for him 
- as it may for everyone. (MM)

Jan 9-Mar 22, Sydney Theatre Company, Pier 
4/5, Hickson Rd, Walsh Bay, $50-85, 
9250 1777, sydneytheatre.com.au    

TRAVELLING NORTH
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In March of 1963 the American 
psychic Jeron Criswell King, 
better known as the ‘Amazing 



T H E  N A K E D  C I T Y

By COFFiN ED, MiSS DEATH & JAy 
KATZ

In March of 1963 the American 
psychic Jeron Criswell King, 
better known as the ‘Amazing 
Criswell’, appeared on the Jack 
Paar TV program and predicted 
that John F. Kennedy would 
not run for re-election in 1964 
because something was going 
to happen to him in November 
1963. We should also point out 
that he predicted Denver would 
be hit by a ray from outer space 
turning all metal into rubber and 
that the twentieth century would 
conclude with an outbreak of 
mass cannibalism!

Needless to say Criswell, like a lot of 
so-called psychics, often got it wrong 
but occasionally he was right on the 
money. With that in mind we thought it 
would be interesting to channel some 
of his predictions for 2014. The Amazing 
Criswell departed the mortal coil in 
1982 but with the help of the local 
psychic community, an op-shop ouija 
board and thirty dollars invested on a 
psychic hotline, we have come up with 
the following staggering predictions 
(Criswell style!)
The Putinsation of Tony Abbott: As 
his popularity slides, a desperate Tony 
Abbott will follow the lead of Russian 
despot Vladimir Putin and offset public 
disenchantment with a macho display of 
pectoral prowess. A bare-chested Tony 
will become the standard media image, 
be it in Parliamentary Question Time or 
riding a prancing white stallion around 
the shores of Lake Burley Griffin.
Facebook invaded by Aliens: 
Facebook will announce its three-
billionth member but an investigation 
by the Washington Post will reveal that 
almost two billion of them are aliens 
from the planet Kolob, who have 
cunningly infiltrated all social media as a 
precursor to the invasion and eventual 
complete Mormonisation of Earth.
Town Hall demolished for new 
Woolies: After mass demonstrations 
against the demolition of Woolworths 
in George Street, the Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore will do a complete 
about-face and actually pull down the 

Town Hall to make way for a massive 
companion Woolies, complete with 
a two-thousand capacity people’s 
cafeteria.
Gilligans Island defects from 
Commonwealth: With the blessing 
of HRH Prince Leonard of Hutt River, 
a group of homeless people will seize 
Gilligans at Taylor Square, declaring it an 
independent state and issuing a set of 
commemorative stamps much to the 
ire of Australia Post.
Richard Branson lands on Mars: It 
all goes horribly wrong with the launch 
of the Virgin Galactic Rocket which 
breaks free of the Earth’s atmosphere 
and continues on an unstoppable 
helter-skelter voyage to Mars. The last 
message received from Branson is a 
poignant text reading “Will somebody 
come and get me?”
Miley Cyrus killed by wrecking 
ball: There’s irony galore when 
pop star Miley Cyrus is accidentally 
decapitated by a giant wrecking ball 
as she tours an orphanage being 
demolished to make way for her new 
twenty-million-dollar mansion.
Justin Bieber to star in remake of 
The Illustrated Man: With his body 
now completely covered in tatts, Justin 
is invited by Baz Luhrmann to reprise 
Rod Steiger’s role in an all singing, 
dancing, 3D musical remake of The 
Illustrated Man. Evoking a newly found 
love of minimalism, Baz pays homage to 
Russian Ark and shoots the entire movie, 
unedited in one almighty take at a Kings 
Cross tattoo parlour.
Injecting room offers frequent 
user points: In a novel promotion for 
its regular users, the newly renovated 
safe injecting room in Kings Cross 
offers free one-way flights to Nauru 
and Tierra Del Fuego (sponsored 
by local shopkeepers) for its more 
frequent patrons.
THE HIT LIST: One safe prediction 
we can make is that Perth-based 
guitarist and singer Dave Brewer’s 
double album launch at the pokie-free 
Petersham Bowlo on Thursday January 
23 will more than likely be outstanding. 
Brewer will be joined by Natalie 
Gillespie, Jonathan Zwartz, Clayton 
Doley and Hamish Stuart.
davebrewer.com.au

It’s exciting walking into the 
Powerhouse Museum’s newest 
exhibit, Game Masters. As 
visitors step through, they are 
confronted with a hall lined with 
buzzing, blinking, whirring and 
colourful arcade games, all vying 
for attention. In that moment 
visitors are transported back 
in time, to the dawn of video 
gaming.
To enter is to become totally 
immersed in this fun and 
interactive world. Exploring not 
just the act of playing, but also 
the development of the industry 
and the creative minds behind 
the games’ design.

Director of the museum, Rose 
Hiscock says that the exhibition 
shows what happens when 
science and design combine to 
create amazing opportunities 
for creativity.
With fascinating sections 
devoted to exploring the 
motivations of designers, as 
well as multiplayer and large-
scale 3D displays, the exhibition 
is sure to have everyone 
enthralled. (ATS)
Until May 25, Powerhouse 
Museum, 500 Harris St, 
Ultimo, $15-59 (includes 
general admission), 
powerhousemuseum.com

GAME MASTERS

CRISWELL PREDICTS 
FOR 2014

Child of Eden

Lyrics from Yoko Ono’s remix album, Yes, 
I’m a Witch, 2007 - “Yes, I’m a witch, I’m a 
bitch. I don’t care what you say.”
The figure of the witch pervades our art, 
our literature, our history, our myth and 
our humour. They are seen as a scapegoat 
and saviour, a figure of fun and a figure 
of menace, a model for women and a 
cautionary anti-model.
A survey of a self-confessed witch, Yoko 
Ono is now mounted at the MCA as 
part of the Destination NSW and State 
Government Sydney International Art 
Series.
“The exhibition reaffirms Ono’s firm 
belief in the power of human agency - 
specifically people’s ability to dream of 
and work towards a better future,” says 
Rachel Kent, MCA Chief Curator.
Yoko is known for her influential visual 
art in New York from the 60s, but more 
notably for her union with John Lennon.
The noun ‘witch’ may derive from the old 
Teutonic verb ‘wik’, meaning, ‘to bend’, 
or it may derive from the Indo-European 
root ‘weik’, which refers to religion and 
magic. In either case, it seems fair to say 
that the witch is one who uses magic to 
bend things according to her desires.
Perhaps in the coupling of these two 
meanings we gain a better sense of Ono’s 
art and skill; her controversial successes 
and failings in relationship sorcery.
The exhibition War Is Over! (if you want 

it), will present five decades of practice 
through varying mediums that will 
feature eight participatory works; A 
telephone in the centre of a transparent 
maze in which Yoko rings and speaks to 
whomever answers the call, first exhibited 
in 1971; A series of purpose built chess 
tables for gallery visitors to engage with 
another in play and a 1966 work where 
visitors repair broken crockery around a 
communal table.
At 80 Ono’s art activism has not slowed 
down, recently joining forces with Artists 

Against Fracking, and recording a version 
of a Dylan folk song, with son Sean 
Lennon singing Don’t Frack My Mother!
One can’t help but be enticed to want 
to be on the receiving end of a periodic 
call from a spell-maker just to hear her 
chant something like, “I’m not gonna die 
for you, might as well face the truth, I’m 
gonna stick around for quite a while”. Yes, 
altogether now! 
“I’m a witch, I’m a bitch! I’m a witch, I’m a 
bitch! I’m a witch, I’m a bitch!” (AS)
War Is Over! (if you want it), Until Feb 
23, Museum of Contemporary Art, 140 
George St, The Rocks, $32, mca.com.au

WITCH HUNT AT MCA
TALKING THROUGH YOUR ARTS

Yoko Ono

Soul Survivors: The Rolling Stones ‘Exile’ 
& Beyond is an ambitious collection of 
photographs documenting The Rolling 
Stones from their infamous tour in 
1969, which was marred by violence 
at Altamont and 1972’s tour after the 
release of album Exile On Main Street.
Captured by Dominique Tarle, a 
French photographer known for 
his association with the group and 
established rock photographer Ethan 
Russell, who took thousands of 
images. Some of these images are now 
exhibited in Australia for the very first 
time at the hip and trendy Blender 
Gallery in Paddington.

Ethan Russell says, “The viewer is able 
to be with them from the intimacy 
of the creative to the launch on the 
road. This experience, this template, 
is something the Rolling Stones have 
done their entire careers. Amid the 
chaos, it is the architecture within 
which they live their lives. Soul 
Survivors is a remarkable look at one 
slice of that.”
The photographs intimately capture 
the chaos and euphoria of the British 
rock band in their golden age. (LK)
Until Feb 1, Blender Gallery, 16 
Elizabeth St, Paddington, free, 
9380 7080, blender.com.au

SOUL SURVIVORS: THE ROLLING 
STONES ‘EXILE’ AND BEYOND
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MIRVA - ONE
There is something 
so simple about this 
music.
Swedish Singer 
Mirva’s new EP 
One allows space 
to wind its way 

through the sound, repeating melody lines 
and keeping the result uncluttered of 
interestingly extraneous rhythms.
Effectively and cleverly Mirva increases 
appreciation for her music by funnelling 
it down to the basics and allowing it to 
grow organically into the full potential.
Listeners will hear her voice guide them 
into brief oblivion without question and 
without complication.
Mirva’s five songs won’t take listeners 
long to get through, but the simplicity 
should be appreciated as it is. (SP)

PATAPHYSICS 
- IED
It’s hard for the 
average person to 
relate to a lot of 
rap music. Focusing 
on glamour and 
money versus life 

on the street is not exactly a universal 
experience.
Alas, listeners should not fear the 
same disconnect when listening to 
Pataphysics’ EP IED. They will instead find 
very relatable worries fueling this fresh 
Australian music.
Nor is it too fast to actually hear the 
lyrics or the beautifully timed trumpet 
backing. IED is upbeat, varied and 
delightful, it even has a suitably luscious 
serving of soul.
Don’t put off getting this one. Pataphysics 
is well worth a listen. (SP)

James Vincent 
McMorrow: Ireland born 
and bred, McMorrow’s 2012 
adventure to our shores 
was met with a degree of 
warmth and appreciation. 
Two years later he’s set to 
do it all again with another 
live indulgence into his 
successful release Early in 
the Morning. With a certified 
number one album in his 
homeland, this visit could 
come with a little twist. 
His next release has been 
dubbed for January 10th, 
so where better to hear 
snippets of what’s to come 
than at this intimate gig?
Thu, Jan 9th, Metro Theatre, 

George St
The Angels: They inspired 
generations of rock royalty, 
now these masters will 
show their finesse in one 
of the most anticipated 
Aussie rock shows. Proving 
that death and disease 
cannot smite them, the 
band consisting of John, 
Sam and Rick Brewster, 
Dave Gleeson and Nick 
Norton will be resurrecting 
the beast with their latest 
release Talk the Talk. It 
follows on from their 2012 
doozy Take it to the Streets 
which saw the introduction 
of Screaming Jets stalwart 
Gleeson to the fold. A band 
with an undeniable history, 

they have received a new 
lease on life.
Fri, Jan 10th, Bridge Hotel, 
Rozelle
Blessthefall: Last year 
marked ten solid years of 
fearless metal extravagance 
and solid albums from these 
five Arizona natives and it 
doesn’t look like they are 
stopping anytime soon! 
Their August release Hollow 
Bodies reached number 
15 on the Billboard 200 
Album Charts showing 
that the ‘music of the 
devil’ cannot be silenced. It 
seems as though they are 
unstoppable, playing big 
name festivals such as Vans 
Warped Tour and proving 

once again that replacing 
original members doesn’t 
always signify the end.
Sat, Jan 11th, The Annandale 
Hotel
Amanda Palmer: Glam 
rock goddess in her own 
right, Palmer has had fiery 
success as one half of 
legendary music outfit The 
Dresden Dolls. She’s had her 
fair share of controversies, 
including playing completely 
nude in protest to the UK’s 
Daily Mail tabloid, yet it all 
just adds to her appeal. Punk 
rock and cabaret are the 
buzzwords for this show in 
the annual Sydney Festival, 
which will see her strut 
her punkish aura around 
the makeshift stage in a 

performance brimming with 
sass and raw energy.
Sun, Jan 12th, The Spiegeltent, 
Hyde Park
Chris Thile: Following 
on from Palmer’s raucous 
presence, Chris Thile will 
provide a stark contrast 
at his Sydney Festival gig. 
An accomplished mandolin 
player and vocalist, his latest 
recording Bach Sonatas & 
Partitas Vol. 1 will be the 
feature for his performance, 
providing skilled musical 
magic through our city’s 
organic centre. He was 
recently awarded a 
MacArthur Fellowship 
as well as accumulating a 
Grammy award for his work 
The Goat Rodeo Sessions. His 

talent is undeniable.
Tue, Jan 14th, The Spiegeltent, 
Hyde Park 
Nova Heart: Think Debbie 
Harry’s stellar vocals 
crossed with the musical 
ambience and sound of 
Depeche Mode. This is 
what encapsulates China’s 
latest electronic export. 
Helen Feng drives this new 
project, combining unnatural 
sounds with killer beat and 
deadpan vocals that make 
their debut EP Beautiful Boys 
an entrancing entity. They 
have three shows planned 
for Sydney. Get down there. 
(CD)
Wed, Jan 15th, Bondi Beach 
Road Hotel.

LIVE WIRE SYDNEY LIVE MUSIC GUIDE 

Devon Portielje of Canadian 
crusaders Half Moon Run says, 
“We were faced with a decision. 
Do we want to continue putting 
valuable time into dishwashing 
and janitorial jobs and having 
music on the side as a hobby, or 
do we want to sign a deal, put 
our song in an ad here and there, 
and put as much time as we have 
into music?”
It’s a crossroads that most bands 
with a sound so appealing and 
authentic will undoubtedly come 
to within their career. For this 
band in particular consisting of 
Devon Portielje, Dylan Phillips, 
Conner Molander and Isaac 
Symonds, it seemed a decision 
that has propelled them to new 
heights within the music scene.
Their debut EP Dark Eyes 
contained more twists and turns 
than a movie thriller, but the 
constant thread of melodious 

harmonies has been hailed as 
one of the main attractions to 
this quartets indie-vibe image.
“We spend hours upon hours 
doing vocal tuning, timing, 
timbre-matching and picking 
notes,” explains Portielje
“We met via Craigslist to start a 
band. So we were working hard 
right from the start.”
Hard work and dedication seems 
to be working in their favour. Full 
Circle received over one million 
views on YouTube within hours, 
a feat which Portielje says is 
only a further indicator of how 
musical culture and technology 
are becoming more intricately 
entwined.
“Social media is the new global 
culture,” he says.
“It naturally controls the 
successes and failures of a music 
career. So we gave ourselves a 
little pat on the back when it hit 

one million views.”
“It’s been truly amazing,” 
Portielje continues.
“We’ve gone further than we 
ever thought possible and 
travelled to places we never 
expected to go. What a journey.”
Creatively however, Portielje 
is certain that sticking to their 
trusted formula is the way 
forward.
“There is no intention in that 
respect,” he admits.
“We simply bring a few 
undeveloped ideas into a room 
and go for it. We always just try 
to do what sounds and feels 
good.”
“I think the spirit of creation has 
inspired us but no one can truly 
know their own inspiration,” 
Portielje says.
“The music scene in Canada, 
mainly Montreal and Toronto is 
bustling. There’s a ton bubbling to 

the surface all the time.”
So with their trip Downunder, 
will there be any special 
additions or activities undertaken 
whilst here?
“60 SPF sunscreen is pretty 

special for us!“ says Portielje. 
(CD)
Jan 11, The Standard, 3/383 
Bourke St, Darlinghurst, 
$22+bf, 9660 7953, 
wearethestandard.com.au

HALF 
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Narrated by Bill Nighy, Great White Shark 
3D contains amazing footage of these 
misunderstood and misrepresented creatures. 
Challenging viewers’ pre-conceptions of the 
fictional force first created in Spielberg’s 1975 
film Jaws, Great White Shark 3D, shows the sharks 
as a natural part of the eco-system, not the 
menacing monsters they are often portrayed to 
be.
Shot over three years in Mexico, New Zealand, 

South Africa and California, the cinematography 
is simply stunning, using high-speed cameras to 
capture the sharks’ previously unseen behaviour 
such as breaching or ‘flying’ out of the water.
This is a ground-breaking documentary - 
compulsive viewing, giving a well-rounded 
reflection of these beautiful creatures. Evidence 
of their some-what playful and inquisitive nature 
is apparent during a dive documented with 
William Winram. (LK) WWWW

Judi Dench is incredibly 
moving as Philomena, a lady 
in her 70s who travels to 
America with journalist Martin 
Sixsmith (Steve Coogan) in 
search of a son she hasn’t seen 
in 50 years.
Inspired by true events, the 
story unfolds through effective 
flashbacks to the 1950s, 
an era when Irish-Catholic 
communities had zero 
tolerance for ‘shamed’ young 
girls who fell pregnant out of 
wedlock. They were banished 
to convents run by evil nuns 

who ultimately sold the 
toddlers to childless couples 
in America.
Audiences will feel for 
Philomena as the anguish 
invoked by the blatant 
hypocrisy of the Catholic 
Church intensifies. The perfect 
balance of light humour and 
sensitivity delivers an inspiring 
and triumphant film.
Philomena is a fine tribute to 
the thousands of Irish women 
who are still desperately 
searching for their children 
today. (MM) WWWW½

The director of Being John Malkovich, Adaption 
and Where the Wild Things Are has another hit on 
his hands with this unique little film.
Those who despair American cinema has 
forgotten how to write and tell stories about 
real human beings will be heartened. Theodore 
Twombly (Joaquin Phoenix), in-touch with his 
feminine side, makes a living writing letters of 
a personal nature for people who can’t find 

the words. After a long relationship has ended 
he finds solace in an operating system that is 
intuitive and has a developing personality; an OS 
that talks and ‘feels’ and goes by the name of 
‘Samantha’.
The film explores our neediness and 
vulnerabilities and asks what is ‘human’ after all? 
Not to be missed. (MM) WWWW

August: Osage County is a dark 
comedy/drama boasting a 
stellar cast. Meryl Streep 
plays dysfunctional Violet 
Weston, a lady diagnosed with 
mouth cancer who is heavily 
dependent on drugs.
When her alcoholic husband 
Beverly (Sam Shephard) 
suicides, the family reunites, 
becoming the catalyst to a 
family meltdown after years of 
unresolved issues resurface.
Family conflicts are infinite 
with entangling sub-plots 
and temperaments igniting, 
providing laughter as the 

screaming, swearing and 
fighting escalate. The story 
moves slowly, obviously 
written for the stage and 
resounding themes are the 
importance of family values 
and honour.
August: Osage County is 
performance-driven with 
Julia Roberts, Juliette Lewis 
and Julianne Nicholson 
outstanding as the daughters. 
Streep is incredibly real as 
Violet Weston, a role which 
should secure her an Oscar 
nomination. (MM) WWW½

Inspired by true events, Saving 
Mr Banks is the extraordinary 
behind-the-scenes story of 
the tribulations Walt Disney 
(Tom Hanks) and his staff 
endured whilst attempting to 
convince relentless authoress 
P.L. Travers (Emma Thompson) 
to sign over the rights to her 
novel Mary Poppins.
Travers’ childhood in Australia 
is effectively explored in 
flashback scenes, highlighting 
the close bond she shared 
with her father and the tragic 
events endured as a child 
that were the catalyst to her 
incredible imagination and her 

ultimate refusal to co-operate 
with Disney.
All facets of this majestic 
production are outstanding 
especially the editing, as 
audiences are skillfully 
transported into Travers’ 
childhood.
Performances are faultless and 
Thompson’s poignant scenes 
will reduce the more sensitive 
viewers to tears.
Mesmerising and insightful, 
Saving Mr Banks is a 
remarkable cinematic 
achievement. (MM)
WWWW

GREAT WHITE SHARK 3D

PHILOMENA SAVING MR BANKS

AUGUST: 
OSAGE COUNTY

THE HOBBIT: THE 
DESOLATION OF SMAUG 
follows Bilbo Baggins (Martin 
Freeman) as he accompanies 
the dwarves on an adventurous 
journey to reclaim their home 
from the terrifying dragon Smaug 
(Benedict Cumberbatch).
CGI effects and camera 
work often make the action 
sequences feel like being part 
of a large-scale video game 
and filming with a faster frame 
rate diminishes the seamless 
integration of the special effects.
As always Howard Shore’s 
score is spot on and the 
sets are magnificent.
Packed with outstanding casting 

and grand visuals, The Desolation 
of Smaug is still the feast that fans 
of both Jackson and Tolkien have 
come to expect. (LL) WWW½

ANCHORMAN 2 Will 
Ferrell reprises his role 
as ace anchorman Ron 
Burgundy in this sequel.
This style of comedy that thrives 
on zero-intellect and repetitive 
idiotic antics is an acquired taste. 
Cheesy and bawdy throughout, 
some laughs are delivered, 
but Hollywood heavyweights 
including Jim Carrey and 
Harrison Ford are wasted in the 
preposterous battle sequence.
A core fan base will find this 

sequel stupendously funny, but 
the majority of viewers will 
be repelled, questioning why 
such a ridiculous sequel was 
ever produced. (MM) WW

ENDER’S GAME is a science-
fiction action film set in the 
future, where gifted children with 
brilliant video gaming skills go to 
military school in outer space. 
Effects are dazzling and 
performances strong from a 
predominantly younger cast. 
Harrison Ford looking tired 
and bored as a Colonel and 
Ben Kingsley in his silliest role 
to date, are cast to attract 
a more mature audience in 

what is quintessentially a 
‘kid’s flick’.  (MM) WW½

THE GILDED CAGE French 
film buffs will not be disappointed 
with this latest offering. The 
Gilded Cage is a comedy about a 
working class, immigrant couple 
who unexpectedly receive an 
inheritance and decide to return 
to their native Portugal to live 
on a vineyard. Things start to 
go a little haywire when they 
have to inform their friends, 
neighbours and employers 
of their sudden wealth.
With a huge line-up, and an array 
of colourful characters this is a 
highly enjoyable film. (VP) WWW

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE 
OF MEATBALLS 2 The 
sequel to 2009’s Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs picks up 
exactly eight minutes after the 
end of the first animated film.
It soon becomes apparent 
that Lockwood’s (Bill Hader) 
machine is churning out menacing 
food-animal hybrids and he 
must reunite with his friends 
to save the day… again.
This is another solid entertaining 
film from Sony Pictures. Between 
the Saturday Night Live alumni 
voice actors and the pun-filled 
script, this sequel ticks all the 
right boxes for both adults 
and children. (LL) WWW½

AMERICAN HUSTLE is 
a retro not-quite-true con 
story directed by David O. 
Russell and set in the 70s.
The spot-on casting features 
an array of Hollywood names, 
including but not limited to, the 
busy Jennifer Lawrence, Amy 
Adams, Christian Bale, Bradley 
Cooper and Jeremy Renner. 
Although the characters are 
bordering cartoonish, these 
powerhouses of the Hollywood 
scene nail the human condition 
that drives each of them.
All the players have come 
together to pull off one 
thoroughly entertaining 
flick. (LL) WWWW

HER

18



F R E E W i L L A S T R O L O G Y

by Rob bRezsny

aARIES (March 21-April 19): 
you can blame it on the 

coming full moon. you can 
blame it on the gorgeous 
storm or the epic dream or 
the haunting song or the 
suffering you’re struggling to 
vanquish. All I ask is that you 
don’t blame it on the alcohol. 
oK? If you’re going to do wild 
and brave and unexpected 
things, make sure they are 
rooted in your vigorous 
response to primal rhythms, 
not in a drunken surrender to 
weakness or ignorance. I’m all 
for you losing your oppressive 
self-control, but not the 
healthy kind of self-control.

bTAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
When is the last time 

you did an experiment? I’m 
not talking about scientific 
tests and trials that take place 
in a laboratory. I’m referring 
to real-life experiments, like 
when you try out an unfamiliar 
experience to see if it appeals 
to you . . . or when you 
instigate a change in your 
routine to attract unpredictable 
blessings into your sphere. 
now would be an excellent 
time to expose yourself to a 
few what-ifs like that. you’re 
overdue to have your eyes 
opened, your limits stretched, 
and your mind blown.

C GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
To help take the edge 

off the darkness you have 
been wrestling with, I offer you 
these lines from a poem by 
Kay Ryan: “The day misspent, 
/ the love misplaced, / 
has inside it / the seed of 

redemption. / nothing is 
exempt / from resurrection.” In 
other words, Gemini, whatever 
has disappeared from your 
life will probably return later 
in a new form. The wrong 
turns you made may lead you 
to a fresh possibility. Is that 
what you want? or would 
you prefer that the lost things 
stay lost, the dead things stay 
dead? Make a decision soon.

d CANCER (June 21-July 22):  
“Human beings are often 

unable to receive because 
we do not know what to ask 
for,” says the writer Malidoma 
somé in his book *Water and 
spirit.* “We are sometimes 
unable to get what we need 
because we do not know 
what we want.” With that in 
mind, Cancerian, hear my two 
pleas: first, that in the next six 
weeks, you will work diligently 
to identify the goodies you 
want most; and second, that 
you will cultivate your capacity 
to receive the goodies you 
want most by refining your 
skill at asking for them.

e LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Julia 
Morgan (1872-1957) was 

the first woman licensed as 
an architect in California. she 
designed over 700 buildings 
in the course of her brilliant 
career, and thrived both 
financially and artistically. one 
key to her success was her 
humility. “Don’t ever turn down 
a job because it’s beneath 
you,” she advised. That’s a 
helpful message for you to 
hear, Leo. It applies to the 
work-related opportunities 

you may be invited to take on, 
as well as the tasks that your 
friends, associates, and loved 
ones ask you to consider. you 
can’t possibly know ahead of 
time how important it might 
ultimately be to apply yourself 
conscientiously to a seemingly 
small assignment.

f VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
one of beethoven’s music 

teachers said, “As a composer, 
he is hopeless.” When Thomas 
edison was a kid, a teacher 
told him he was “too stupid to 
learn anything.” Walt Disney 
worked at a newspaper when 
he was young, but his editor 
fired him because “he lacked 
imagination and had no good 
ideas.” I’m sure there was a 
person like that in your past 
-- someone who disparaged 
and discouraged you. but 
I’m happy to report that 2014 
will be the best year ever for 
neutralizing and overcoming 
that naysayer’s curse. If you 
have not yet launched your 
holy crusade, begin now.

g LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): As a child, French 

philosopher and writer blaise 
Pascal (1623-1662) loved 
math. but his father, who 
homeschooled him, forced 
him to forego math and 
concentrate on studying the 
humanities. blaise rebelled. 
When he was 12 years old, he 
locked himself in his room for 
days and immersed himself in 
mathematical investigations. 
When he emerged, he had 
figured out on his own some 
of euclid’s fundamental 

theorems about geometry. 
eventually, he became a noted 
mathematician. I see the 
coming weeks as prime time 
to do something like the young 
Pascal did: seal yourself away 
from other people’s opinions 
about who you’re supposed 
to be, and explore the themes 
that will be crucial for the 
person you are becoming.

h SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): In 1609, Dutch sea 

explorer Henry Hudson sailed 
to America and came upon 
what we now call Coney 
Island. back then it was a 
barren spit of sand whose 
main inhabitants were rabbits. 
but it was eventually turned 
into a dazzling resort -- an 
“extravagant playground,” 
according to the documentary 
film Coney Island. by the 
early 20th century, there were 
three sprawling amusement 
parks packed into its two 
square miles of land, plus 
“a forest of glittering electric 
towers, historical displays, 
freak shows, a simulated trip 
to the moon, the largest herd 
of elephants in the world, 
and panoramas showing the 
Creation, the end of the World, 
and Hell.” I mention this, 
scorpio, because 2014 could 
feature your very own Henry 
Hudson moment: a time when 
you will discover virgin territory 
that will ultimately become an 
extravagant playground.

i SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): “If men had wings 

and bore black feathers, 
few of them would be clever 
enough to be crows,” said 
19th-century social reformer 

Henry Ward beecher. That 
might be an accurate 
assessment for most people, 
but I don’t think it will be 
true for you sagittarians 
in the foreseeable future. 
your animal intelligence 
will be working even better 
than usual. your instinctual 
inclinations are likely to serve 
as reliable guides to wise 
action. Trust what your body 
tells you! you will definitely be 
clever enough to be a crow.

j CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19):  Can you guess what 

combination of colors makes 
the most vivid visual impact? 
Psychologists say it’s black 
on yellow. Together they 
arrest the eye. They command 
attention. They activate 
a readiness to respond. 
According to my reading of 
the astrological omens, this is 
the effect you can and should 
have in the coming weeks. It’s 
time for you to draw the best 
kind of attention to yourself. 
you have a right and a duty 
to galvanize people with the 
power of your presence. 
Whether you actually wear 
yellow clothes with black 
highlights is optional as long 
as you cultivate a similar 
potency.

k AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): I’m guessing that in 

a metaphorical sense, you’ve 
been swallowed by a whale. 
now you’re biding your time 
in the beast’s belly. Here’s 
my prediction: you will be 
like the biblical Jonah, who 

underwent a more literal 
version of your experience. 
The whale eventually expelled 
him, allowing him to return to 
his life safe and sound -- and 
your story will have the same 
outcome. What should you 
do in the meantime? Here’s 
the advice that Dan Albergotti 
gives in his poem “Things to 
Do in the belly of the Whale.” 
“Count the ribs,” he says. 
“Look up for blue sky through 
the spout. Make small fires 
with the broken hulls of fishing 
boats. Practice smoke signals. 
Call old friends. organize your 
calendar. Dream of the beach. 
Review each of your life’s 
ten million choices. Find the 
evidence of those before you. 
Listen for the sound of your 
heart. be thankful that you are 
here, swallowed with all hope, 
where you can rest and wait.”

l PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): How do you like 

your tests? short, intense, 
and dramatic? or leisurely, 
drawn-out, and low-pressure? 
Here’s another question: Do 
you prefer to pick out the tests 
you take, making sure they’re 
good fits for the precise 
lessons you want to master? 
or do you find it more exciting 
and adventurous to let fate 
determine what unpredictable 
tests get sent your way? 
Ruminate about these 
matters, Pisces. you’re due 
for a nice big test sometime 
soon, and it’s in your interest 
to help shape and define how 
everything unfolds.
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